Edit
Destiny is not a matter of chance, it is a matter
of choice; it is not a thing to be waited for, it is a
thing to be achieved.
_William Jennings Bryan.
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EDITORIAL

U

nder the deep
impact of electoral defeats in
the three states of
Madhya
Pradesh,
Rajasthan
and
Chhattisgarh
the
panic stricken Modi
Government taking
many public oriented
decision as a prelude
to coming Lok Sabha
election in the year
2019 in the month of
March-April.
Prime Minister Mr
Narendra Modi has
hurriedly announced
that 99 per cent items
to be kept under 18
percent of less G.S.T
slabs. The highest
G.S.T. slab of 28 percent will soon only be
restricted to few
select luxury items.
Generally
such
decisions are taken by
the G.S.T. Council
comprising the all the
Finance Ministers of
states headed by
Union Finance Ministers but this time the
Prime
Minister
announced it before
next meeting scheduled to be held by the
end of this week at
New Delhi. Prime
Minister is not directly involved in its decision. But the Prime
Minister
himself
pledged drastic slashing of G.S.T. rates to
keep the items of the
regular use would not
face the top 28 per
cent rate. All things of
use of common man
will be in the 18 per
cent or below that
slab. It is expected
that 99 per cent articles would be 18 per
cent or below the 18
per cent slab. He also
suggested that the
G.S.T. should be made
as simple and as convenient as possible.
This could mean that
cement, marble, air
conditions, dishwashers, camera etc. would
become cheap. Only 1

or 0.5 of luxury items
would remain in the
slab of 28 per cent
such as flagging
planes,
expensive
cars, alcohol and
tobacco products like
cigarettes, revolvers.
In the G.S.T. there
are four slabs of 5-1218 and 28 per cent
taxation.
The G.S.T monthly
collections are around
one lakh crores of
rupees. The tax base
have has expended
from 65 to nearly 1.2
crores.
It is feared that
G.S.T. reduction on
cement will be cornered by the house
building sectors that
their cartel will take
away the gains and
only a part of the benefits flowing to home
buyers. The G.S.T. cut
in cement will reduce
the G.S.T. collections
around 25,000 crores
of rupee annually.
The recent elections have over shadowed other issues like
construction of Ram
Mandir in Ayodhya.
The Assam Government of the Bharatiya
Janata Party have
also waived the loan
of farmers of Rs. 600
crores and it will benefit 8 lakh farmers.
The Assam Government has now followed the election
manifesto of the Congress party that
swayed the voters to
Congress victory in
the three states.
The Congress President Mr Rahul Gandhi said that he would
compel the Prime
Minister Mr Narendra Modi to announce
agriculture
loan
amnesty nationally.
If the Government
would not do it than
Congress as assuming
power at Centre
would do it on national scale.

Vyapam Probe

T

he Kamal Nath
Government has
ordered probe
into Vyapam scandal
in the group-4 examination in of the
recruitment in the
jobs stenographers,
assistant grade three
and assistant revenue
inspectors. About one
and a half lakh candidates appeared in 40
cities
examination
centers in state. It is
alleged rules of the
examination
were
changed five time to
accommodate
to
fevour certain persons.
The Vyapam scandal is now considered
as biggest scandal of
the country in professional medical, dental
and
engineering
examinations
and
almost in all the job

seeking test examinations conducted by the
Vyapam.
For a long time the
BJP Government of
Chief Minister Mr
Shiv
Raj
Singh
Chouhan had resisted
the demand for the
C.B.I probe into it but
ultimately on mounting pressure by the
Congress than in
opposition it had to
agree to it. The matters being probed by
the C.B.I.
With the change of
the Government in
the State and Congress coming into
power the much more
is likely to come up.
The education Minister of the BJP Minister Mr Sharma was
found involved in it
and he was sacked
and jailed.
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It’s Time: Match words with actions to #endTB

Central

G.S.T. Slash

Bhopal, Thursday, December 20, 2018

“We can seek support from foundations
or charity or health
insurance systems to
ensure there is no
medical cost that is
preventing people
from accessing TB
care. We have a
patient support foundation to end TB in
Vietnam to help those
who get diagnosed
with TB (especially
those who do not have
health insurance
card). This foundation
also helps patients
when they need to be
hospitalized. Nonmedical expenditure
is the bigger chunk of
catastrophic expenditure for TB patients.
Universal Health
Coverage (UHC) will
help reduce some of
these costs, as well as,
making healthcare
services friendly and
easier to access at the
grassroots will help.
We have to help
establish and
strengthen community based management
to avoid hospitalization when possible,
said Dr Nhung.

longside
boosting
research and development of new tools to prevent, diagnose and treat TB,
there is an acute need to optimally deploy and maximally
utilize existing tools for preventing, diagnosing and treating TB, says Dr Nguyen Viet
Nhung, head of national TB
programme in Vietnam and
Director of National Lung
Hospital, Hanoi.
Dr Nhung was conferred
upon the ‘Honorary Associate
Professor’ title by University of
Sydney
Central
Clinical
School, Faculty of Medicine
and Health, on 13th December
2018 (a day after the Universal
Health Coverage Day - UHC
Day).
MIND THE GAP: IT’S
TIME, TO BE HONEST
Are we doing all what we
can, to end TB? Dr Nhung
acknowledges the funding gap
in the global fight against TB,
especially the resource crunch
which is slowing down
research and development
(R&D) of new tools for preventing, diagnosing and treating
TB. “Funding gap for TB R&D
is very big, US$ 1.2 billion per
year. If we don’t have this
funding gap then new effective
tools for preventing, diagnosing and treating TB may come
out sooner” says Dr Nhung.
More
importantly
Dr
Nhung points out that gap is
not only in funding, but also
between what-we-can-do to
end TB and reality on the
ground. Business as usual is
not an option and we have to
maximally utilize all evidencebased ways to prevent, diagnose and treat TB, while we
accelerate science for finding
better tools.
DOING TB CONTROL
MORE EFFECTIVELY
Innovation is not only about
finding new tools, but also
about finding better ways of
doing what-we-know-works
more effectively in TB control.
“In Vietnam we not only pay
attention to R&D but also to
innovation. We apply new tools
in optimal ways” said Dr
Nhung. For example, new molecular test (cartridge based
bucleic acid amplification test)
GeneXpert, has been deployed
in more efficient manner in
Vietnam.
Dr
Nhung
further

explained: “X-ray is very sensitive for TB screening but not
for confirming the disease. If
we screen people using x-ray
first, and those who are found
with abnormalities consistent
with TB, are tested with
GeneXpert, then it is not only
optimal but also a cost-effective strategy. We have
increased active case finding
which has now reached above
90% now.”
SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE
MUST SHAPE POLICIES
AND PROGRAMMES
Dr Nhung said that welldocumented studies provide
the data for decision making
on policy innovation and scaleup of new interventions in
Vietnam. “There are gaps in

COMMUNITIES: COG IN
THE WHEEL TO #ENDTB
Dr Nguyen Viet Nhung
rightly says that gap in
involvement of community at
every level of the fight against
TB cannot be ignored, if we are
to end TB. “What use will be
state-of-the-art diagnostics,
treatment and care if people
who are in need, are unable to
use it?” Scientific innovations
such as vaccines will have to
reach all those who need them,
otherwise we are failing to convert scientific breakthroughs
into public health gains. “We
need to bring healthcare services and people who need
these services, together! We
have to narrow the gap
between provider and client,

We cannot ignore sustainability, said Dr
Nhung, as it is vital to ensure full support
to fight against TB till the ‘finish line’. At
the United Nations High Level Meeting
(UNHLM) in September 2018, Dr Nhung
was among those who advocated with
heads of nations to end TB. Since then,
TB is rising up on the agenda of
Vietnam’s national commission which is
tasked with multistakeholder accountability framework.
implementation of TB control
too, which can be bridged by
better management, resource
maximization, and using budget to support key activities,
integration of services and
making services friendly and
accessible to our clients
(patients)”
reflected
Dr
Nguyen Viet Nhung.
We cannot ignore sustainability, said Dr Nhung, as it is
vital to ensure full support to
fight against TB till the ‘finish
line’. At the United Nations
High Level Meeting (UNHLM)
in September 2018, Dr Nhung
was among those who advocated with heads of nations to end
TB. Since then, TB is rising up
on the agenda of Vietnam’s
national commission which is
tasked with multistakeholder
accountability
framework.
This may soon reflect in the
law, approved by the national
assembly, and eventually
result in national action plan
to end TB by 2030. A very concrete development, said Dr
Nhung.

where client is community and
not just the patient” emphasized Dr Nhung.
Reducing and eventually
ending TB related stigma is of
prime significance, said Dr
Nhung.
CATASTROPHIC EXPENDITURE IS BLOCKING
PROGRESS
Dr Nguyen Viet Nhung
emphasized on yet another
major obstacle which impedes
efforts to fight TB: catastrophic expenditure. Even when TB
diagnostics and drugs are free,
there are a range of medical
and non-medical costs that
become a barrier for people
with TB. All countries including Vietnam had unanimously
supported the adoption of the
World Health Organization
(WHO) End TB Strategy in
May 2014 World Health
Assembly, of which, promise to
end catastrophic expenditure
is among the major pillars.
Dr Nhung stresses on the
need to have local data to estimate TB costs so that locally

feasible solutions can be found
to reduce or eliminate such
barriers. “We can seek support
from foundations or charity or
health insurance systems to
ensure there is no medical cost
that is preventing people from
accessing TB care. We have a
patient support foundation to
end TB in Vietnam to help
those who get diagnosed with
TB (especially those who do
not have health insurance
card). This foundation also
helps patients when they need
to be hospitalized. Non-medical expenditure is the bigger
chunk of catastrophic expenditure for TB patients. Universal
Health Coverage (UHC) will
help reduce some of these
costs, as well as, making
healthcare services friendly
and easier to access at the
grassroots will help. We have
to help establish and strengthen community based management to avoid hospitalization
when possible, said Dr Nhung.
Dr Nhung recommended to
engage other non-health sectors such as labour sector to
minimize or eliminate labour
or income loss for those who
seek TB care. By working
together with labour sector
and other stakeholders we
should agree on a labour policy
to support TB patients.
“Without the involvement of
the community we cannot end
TB”, if we are to end TB, we
need to find solutions with
community and break down all
barriers to TB care, emphasized Dr Nguyen Viet Nhung.
REHABILITATION
IS
INTEGRAL PART OF HEALING AND CARE
“Previously we only thought
of bacilli but now we have to
think beyond treating the disease, and focus on the patient’s
wellbeing. Patient may be
cured of TB but despite being
cured, lives with consequences
of getting TB, such as, large
scar in the lungs. Another
example is sometimes chronic
TB can cause severe COPD
(Chronic
Obstructive
Pulmonary
Disease).
Rehabilitation is a very important part of TB care. In
Vietnam we have developed
Rehabilitation
Treatment
Programme which not only
includes treatment with medicine but also has more comprehensive elements, such as
exercises etc, to support rehabilitation of the patient.”

WE CAN’T LOSE MORE BOA SR
A
By Kajal Chatterjee

In 2010, the last
speaker of Aka-Bo language passed away in
Great Andaman along
with the tradition and
culture associated with
the language. She was
named Boa Sr and this
speaker of one of the
world’s oldest languages met her end on
Republic Day(26th
January) which is certainly not a very good
advertisement of
Indian Republic —constitutionally based
on the noble concept of
democracy ie equality
of all! And the fact
remained that the
combined strength of
speakers of India’s four
largest languages —Hindi Bangla Marathi
Telugu – held not even
an iota of more linguistic right than the single Boa Sr(the last
flag-bearer of Aka-Bo)!

ccording to the 1961
census, India were
hosting 1100 living languages at that time. However
a 2017 study carried out by
the Bhasha Research and
Publication
Centre
in
Vadodara, under the title
“People’s Linguistic Survey of
India”, arrived at the conclusion that India has seen the
death of 250 languages in last
56 years! Also the study has
foreseen the death of another
400 languages in next 50
years! So India would be then
left with merely 450 languages within its geographical boundary. Going at this
rate, it means that in just
over a century, Mother India
is set to witness unfortunate
loss of 650 languages from
her lap with each year killing
an average of 6.5 tongues! An
UNESCO report had also
pointed out several languages
or dialects in India which are
endangered and are believed
to be heading towards extinction.
Extinction of hundreds of
languages indicate the disappearance of diversity from the
face of the earth. With the
loss of languages, we lose
entire societies, their culture
and a storehouse of indige-

nous wisdom. The social scientists and concerned authorities should rise to the occasion to rescue dying languages and cultures to keep
heterogeneity and spirit of
“equality of all languages”
alive, else it will not reflect
the Indian democracy in a glorifying light.
Mother tongue remains the
most basic identity of an individual or a community. If it

while East Pakistan) as
International
Mother
Language
Day,
thereby
stressing the importance of
mother tongue in one’s life.
Just as a child cannot be
detached from his/her mother,
similarly it would be nothing
but a crime if any community
gets robbed of its mother
tongue just because it does
not enjoy any political-economic-numerical-muscular

Extinction of hundreds of languages indicate
the disappearance of diversity from the face
of the earth. With the loss of languages, we
lose entire societies, their culture and a
storehouse of indigenous wisdom. The
social scientists and concerned authorities
should rise to the occasion to rescue dying
languages and cultures to keep heterogeneity and spirit of “equality of all languages”
alive, else it will not reflect the Indian democracy in a glorifying light.
does not get its due place
under the sun, then the community which speaks it is
bound to meet its doom. This
is primarily the reason
behind UNESCO’s decision of
designating 21st day of
February( a red-letter day of
Bengalis fighting against
Urdu imperialists in erst-

advantage strength clout and
influence.
One and only barbaric societies try to remain obsessed
with brute numbers and act
accordingly.
Mahatma
Gandhi had rightly commented “Even if you are a minority
of one, the truth is the truth”.
After all truth is not any

cheap reality show that its
worth would be dependent
upon the number of votes garnered. In the same vein
human rights is also not a
vote-centric reality show. So
Russian-American novelist
Ayn Rand said “Individual
rights are not subject to a
public vote; a majority has no
right to vote away the rights
of a minority”. And right of a
minority includes his/her linguistic right also.
In 2010, the last speaker of
Aka-Bo language passed
away in Great Andaman
along with the tradition and
culture associated with the
language. She was named
Boa Sr and this speaker of
one of the world’s oldest languages met her end on
Republic Day(26th January)
which is certainly not a very
good advertisement of Indian
Republic —- constitutionally
based on the noble concept of
democracy ie equality of all!
And the fact remained that
the combined strength of
speakers of India’s four
largest languages —- Hindi
Bangla Marathi Telugu – held
not even an iota of more linguistic right than the single
Boa Sr(the last flag-bearer of
Aka-Bo)!

Loan waiver & land reform : Saline & medicine
By Sujit De

T

he soft dealing with macro
bank defaulters and the hard
approach on farm loans does
not go down well with the farmers.
Farm loan waiver is as necessary
now as treating a patient with first
aid and saline. After that the agrarian crisis must be dealt with following the prescription of the
Swaminathan Commission.
Indeed, the farmers have been
demanding for implementation of
the recommendations of the
Swaminathan Commission for a long
time. One of the most important recommendations of the Swaminathan
Commission is land reforms that can

indeed heal the wounds of agrarian
crisis.
Prof. M. S. Swaminathan in his
report said, “Land Reforms are necessary to address the basis issue of
access to land for both crops and livestock. Land holdings inequality is
reflected in land ownership. In 1991
- 92, the share of
the bottom half of
the rural households in the total
land
ownership
was only 3 per cent and the top 10
per cent was as high as 54 per cent.”
We must not forget that land
reforms make China such a strong
country in spite of its huge popula-

tion and size. Land reforms help
boost inclusive growth in many
ways. First, it will enhance the productivity of land by improving the
economic conditions of farmers and
tenants.Second, it will ensure distributive justice and eliminate
exploitation.
Third, it helps create a system of peasant proprietorship
with the motto of
land to the tiller.
And fourth, it can distribute
income of the few to many which will
enhance the purchasing power of the
masses and thus energize the market and generate employment.

Opinion

This can indeed act as a panacea
for solving the prolems of unemployment, inequality, poverty, hunger
and malnutrition to a great extent.
Indeed, land reform is essential if
the lot of small farmers and tribals
has to be improved.
Land reform is a constitutional
directive. Article 39(b) of the
Constitution of India states : “The
ownership and control of the material resources of the community are so
distributed as best to subserve the
common good.”
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