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Srinagar (UNI)
People’s Democratic Party (PDP)
President Mehbooba Mufti on Tues-
day alleged that youth are being ar-
rested from south Kashmir ahead of
the Lok Sabha election.

The PDP President is contesting
from Anantnag-Rajouri Parliamen-
tary seat against the National Con-
ference candidate Mian Altaf, Demo-
cratic Progressive Azad Party (DPAP)
Mohammad Saleem and Apni Party’s
Zafar Manhas.

“I came to know that youth from
Anantnag, Bijbehara, Pulwam and
Shopian are being arrested ahead of
the Parliament election”, Mehbooba
told media persons in south Kash-
mir. She said that nobody is talking
about them or who will talk.

The former JK Chief Minister said

that PDP is the lone party who will
raise the issues of the youth in the
Parliament. What are the challenges
and issues Jammu and Kashmir fac-
ing today who will raise them in the
Parliament.

Youth being arrested in south
Kashmir ahead of LS election: Mufti

New Delhi (UNI)
Congress leader Jairam Ramesh on
Tuesday said that the Prime Minister
will never tell the country that 21 bil-
lionaires combined have more
wealth than 70 crore Indians today.

Taking to his social media post X,
the party general secretary in-charge

communication alleged, “More than
40% of the wealth created in the
country from 2012 to 2021 has gone
to just 1% of the population”.

While slamming the government,
Ramesh also alleged that in the last
ten years, public assets sold have
gone to one or two companies only.

“Most of the public assets and
resources sold in the last ten years
have gone to one or two compa-
nies - economists have shown that
the growing monopolisation of the
economy has led to higher infla-
tion,” the Rajya Sabha MP said in
his post.

He said that around 64% of the to-
tal goods and services tax (GST) in
the country comes from the poor,
the lower middle classes, and the
middle classes.

21 billionaires have more wealth
than 70 cr Indians: Ramesh

Srinagar (UNI)
National Conference President Fa-
rooq Abdullah on Tuesday expressed
concern over Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s speech calling Muslims
“infiltrators”. “It is unfortunate that
Modi talked like this at a recent poll
rally”, Farooq told mediapersons in
Srinagar on Tuesday.

He said Islam and Allah teaches to
do good with everybody.

“Islam never teaches to suppress
the other religion rather directs to re-
spect like we are doing our own.It
will never happen, Prime Minister…
that a son of the soil will snatch the
‘mangal Sutra’ of his mother or sis-
ter”, Farooq asked.

The former Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister said “If you kill a per-
son it would be the death of human-
ity..is that possible”.

“I am a Muslim, but my religious
book Quran never teaches me to
hate others. I love Muslims as much
as I love to Hindu and Sikh. I under-
stand that everyone should develop
so that the nation can move for-
ward”, the NC President said.

This election would be the last,
Farooq said the question is what is
appearing before us. They (BJP) want
one nation, one election. 

Farooq expresses concern over PM
Modi calling Muslims ‘infiltrators’

Thrissur (Kerala)
Kerala’s Thrissur Lok Sabha con-
stituency, where high-profile candi-
dates are in the fray this time, is go-
ing to witness a fierce triangular con-
test between BJP, Congress and the
CPI.

BJP has fielded actor-turned-

politician Suresh Gopi for the second
time, hoping that his charisma as an
actor will bring the party more votes
beyond what they get from the tradi-
tional BJP supporters. Sensing the
heat of the competition, Congress
and the Left announced candidates
who enjoy strong grass-level sup-

port.
While Congress has fielded K Mu-

ralidharan, son of the late Congress
doyen K Karunakaran whose pocket
borough was once Thrissur, the rul-
ing Left Democratic Front nominat-
ed former Agriculture Minister in the
previous LDF government in the
state, VS Sunilkumar.

The constituency, where both
Congress-led UDF and CPM-led LDF
interchangeably won multiple times
in the past seven decades, is current-
ly held by Congress. Though the
Congress’s first choice for Thrissur
was its sitting MP TN Prathapan, it
had to rethink the choice when K
Padmaja Venugopal, Karunakaran’s
daughter, defected to the BJP.

High-profile candidates battle it out in
triangular contest in Thrissur Lok Sabha

Mumbai: Renowned industrialist and philan-
thropist Ratan Tata, Chairman Emeritus of the Tata
Group, was honored with the prestigious KISS Hu-
manitarian Award recently. The award ceremony
was held at his residence in Mumbai, marking a
significant recognition of his commitment to so-
cial development and exemplary corporate leader-
ship.

The ceremony was attended by Tata Group
Chairman N. Chandrasekaran and three-time
Grammy Award winner Ricky Kej, among others.
The award was presented by the Founder of KIIT
and KISS Achyuta Samanta. Due to health reasons,
Tata has been avoiding public appearances, lead-
ing to the private arrangement of the ceremony at
his home.

Ratan Tata, usually reticent about accepting ac-
colades, agreed to accept this award following a
personal request from Achyuta Samanta, recog-
nizing the importance of the KISS humanitarian
honour. The award was announced in 2021, but
Tata was unable to receive the award then because
of the COVID pandemic.

In his acceptance, Tata expressed his gratitude
towards KISS and its founder. “I am extremely hap-
py to receive this honour. This is the most signifi-
cant moment of my life”, he remarked.

“Ratan Tata is a revered name in India, and he is
truly a good person. Being able to honour him to-
day with this award is a privilege for us”, said
Samanta.

“Ratan Tata’s social work and leadership have
been influencing me since my childhood. I have
respected and liked him from a young age. My fa-
ther was an employee of Tata Company. Since
then, I have respected and liked Ratan Tata,” he
stated.

Initiated in 2008 by Achyuta Samanta, the KISS
Humanitarian Award is the highest honour of KIIT
and KISS dedicated to recognizing individuals and
organizations that embody the spirit of humani-
tarian work worldwide. Previous recipients of this
prestigious award include a diverse group of glob-
al leaders, Nobel laureates, and notable figures
from various sectors, showcasing the award’s
broad international appeal and respect.

Ratan Tata receives prestigious KISS Humanitarian Award

Kannur (UNI)
Kerala Chief Minister and CPI(M)
politburo member Pinarayi Vijayan
on Tuesday came down heavily on
his INDI alliance partner and Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi whom he
appeared to be unhappy with for not
being vocal about the Citizenship
Amendment Act. He also slammed
the Election Commission for their
biased approach and not taking ac-
tion against PM Narendra Modi for
his reported “hate speech” at a re-
cent poll rally.

“Rahul Gandhi should talk about
the politics of the country. Rahul did
not speak against CAA to please BJP,”
the Left leader said addressing a
“Meet the press” at the Kannur Press

Club on Tuesday, where he also ex-
pressed confidence that the CPI(M)
led Left Democratic Front (LDF) will
achieve mega victory in the Lok Sab-
ha election from his state.

There is a pro-left wave seen
across the state, as per what he has

seen after campaigning across all the
20 parliamentary constituencies, he
added.

Vijayan said the 2024 general
elections are crucial in order to save
the nation from a great impending
danger, as it plays an important role
in safeguarding the constitutional
rights as well as gives an opportunity
to punish the Narendra Modi-led
NDA government for implementing
anti-people and communal agenda
over the past 10 years.

He said, all the core values of the
Constitution are under threat while a
BJP-led Union government is in
power, so the people should think
wisely and vote in favour of a secular
front government.

Rahul must talk politics, can’t dodge
CAA to please BJP: CM Vijayan

Agencies, Gautam Buddh Nagar 
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on
Tuesday attacked the Congress say-
ing it had a history of dividing soci-
ety based on religion.

The defence minister was speak-
ing at a rally in Gautambudh Nagar
on Tuesday. 

Attacking the Congress over their
allegations against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of being anti-minor-
ity, he said the BJP has never done
politics to divide the society.

“I have known PM Narendra Modi
for a long, and he has never done
politics on the basis of religion or
created a rift among religions. He has
always given respect to all religions,”
he said.

He was addressing a public meet-
ing in Dadri’s Bisada village.

Singh’s public meeting has been
considered very important as the
district will go to the polls on April
26.

In his address, he said Congress in
their manifesto has promised prop-
erty survey if they come to power. It

is an attempt to divide the resources
of the country, and Congress should
clear position on it.

“I remember on December 9,
2006, then Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh, in his address at the Na-
tional Defence Council meeting said
that minorities especially Muslims,
have first rights on resources of the
country. I say everyone should have
equal rights on anything,” he said.

“Under the Congress government
rule institutes like Jamia Milia Is-
lamia and Aligarh Muslim University
scrapped reservations for SC and STs
and several commissions were
formed by Congress that recom-
mended a 27 per cent reservation for
OBC that should also include a six
per cent quota for Muslims and two
per cent for minorities,” he said.

Rajnath Singh slams Congress over their
anti-minority remarks on PM Modi

Raiganj/Malda (UNI)
Stating that illegal entry from the
neighbouring country continued un-
abated in West Bengal, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on Tuesday as-
sured the people of the state that
once the BJP is voted to power, it
would stop infiltration of people
from Bangladesh.

Addressing an election rally in
favour of BJP candidate Kartik Pal,
Shah said besides opposing the CAA,
the Mamata Banerjee government
prevented having an AIMS in this
North Dinajpur district, which was
shifted to Kalyani.

“I assured you that once you vote
the BJP candidates this time and en-
sure the third term for PM Narendra
Modi in 2024, an AIMS will be set up
in north Bengal,” Shah said and ap-
pealed to the voters to make sure
30/35 seats for she saffron party.

In the past ten years Modi worked

for the poor people and the Centre
was carrying distribution of ration
for some 80 crore of people, has set

up 12 crore toilets, over four crore
PM awas yojana, distributed ten
crore Ujala gas and extended potable

water to over 14 households across
the country.

Shah said to ensure Bengal free
from violence, “We need PM Modi
once again.”

He said the state was only one in
the country where some 200 people
were murdered in Panchayat poll
2023 and bloody violence took place
in each and every poll held in the
state under the TMC regime.

“Ma, Mati, Manus for the slogans
for which the TMC came to power
now turned into Sandeshkhali for
mothers and sisters, (Mati) is being
converted into a shelter for

Bangladeshi and Manus is being
murdered and being corrupted,”
Shah explained.

He said the TMC leaders, who
used to stay in small homes, have
now built 4/5 storey high rises and
owned costly vehicles owing to hav-
ing ill gotten money.

Infiltration from neighbouring country
continues unabated in Bengal: Shah

5 anti-national
activists booked
under PSA in Kashmir
Srinagar: Police have booked five al-
leged anti-national activists under
Public Safety Act (PSA) in Kashmir.

Police said three accused anti-
national activists identified as
Maqsad Ali Kohli resident of
Navarunda Uri, Mohammad Us-
man Bhat of Sahora Uri & Ghulam
Nabi Wani have been booked un-
der PSA after obtaining formal de-
tention orders from the competent
Authority.

Two others identified as Ghulam
Din War, a resident of Naidkhai Sum-
bal and Firdous Ahmad Khan of
Ward No.6 Nebrapora Bandipora
were booked under PSA for their
continuous involvement in Anti-Na-
tional activities, Bandipora police
said on X.

India, Oman Coast
Guards hold meet to
combat illegal 
activities at sea
New Delhi: The 5th Annual High-
Level Meeting between the Indian
Coast Guard (ICG) and the Royal
Oman Police Coast Guard (ROPCG)
took place here on Tuesday, marking
a significant milestone in the collab-
orative efforts to combat transna-
tional illegal activities at sea and pro-
mote regional cooperation.

The discussions were led by Di-
rector General Rakesh Pal from the
ICG and the Royal Oman Police
Coast Guard delegation was headed
by Assistant Officer Commanding
Colonel Abdul Aziz Mohammed Ali
Al Jabri, a Defence Ministry state-
ment said.

The meeting focused on bolster-
ing bilateral engagements through a
capacity-building programme, cross
ships’ visit, implementation of Sea
Rider programme, establishing pro-
fessional linkages between pollution
reporting centres and other collabo-
rative arrangements.

4 killed in bus-truck
collision in Kannauj
Kannauj: Four people were
killed, and 30 others injured
when a bus collided with a truck
in Uttar Pradesh’s Kannauj dis-
trict on Tuesday, police said.
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
expressed condolences to the
families of the deceased and di-
rected officials to expedite relief
work and provide proper treat-
ment to the injured. Police
sources said that the sleeper bus
going from Gorakhpur to Delhi
collided with the truck after
crossing the bus divider on the
Agra Expressway near Piprauli
village under Thathia police sta-
tion of the district in the wee
hours. 

Sisters burnt alive in
Punjab slum fire
Bathinda (Punjab): Two sisters
died of burn injuries while sev-
eral others were injured in a
blaze that broke out in the slums
of Oriya colony here in the Pun-
jab district early Tuesday. Ac-
cording to the police, the fire
broke out around 4 am when
most of the people in the slums
were fast asleep. Father of the
deceased told the police that a
family living in the slums was
cooking late when the fire start-
ed. Strong winds caused it to
spread quickly. Both his daugh-
ters were hiding in a room that
had a cylinder in it. When the
fire spread the cylinder exploded
close to the girls and both were
badly burnt. 

Cong fields Anshul
Avijit from 30-Patna
Sahib seat of Bihar
New Delhi: The Indian National
Congress (INC) on Tuesday
named Anshul Avijit as its candi-
date from 30-Patna Sahib con-
stituency of Bihar for the up-
coming Lok Sabha election. In a
statement, party general secre-
tary KC Venugopal said, “The
Central Election Committee has
approved the candidature of Dr.
Anshul Avijit to contest the ensu-
ing election to the Lok Sabha from
30-Patna Sahib Constituency of
Bihar”. With the release of today’s
list, the party has so far selected
the names of 302 candidates for
the Lok Sabha election.

Under-construction
bridge collapses in
Telangana
Peddapalli (Telangana): An un-
der-construction bridge col-
lapsed at Odedu, Muttaram
Mandal, in this district on Mon-
day midnight. According to the
police, the bridge, aimed at re-
ducing the distance between
Odedu in Peddapalli district and
Garmillapalli in Jayashankar
Bhupalpally district, spanning
across the Maneru stream, com-
menced construction in 2016.
However, due to changing con-
tractors and funding shortages,
construction work was consis-
tently delayed. Consequently,
locals resorted to utilizing a tem-
porary path in the interim. The
timing of the collapse, occurring
during the night, potentially
averted greater loss of life.

258 candidates in
fray for LS polls in
3rd phase
Mumbai: Around 59 candidates
in Maharashtra withdrew their
nominations for the third phase
Lok Sabha elections, which are
scheduled for May 7 in 11 con-
stituencies. Now 258 candidates
remain in the race, according to
the official press statement is-
sued by the state chief electoral
officer Monday night. As per the
final list, after the withdrawal of
nominations by a total of 59 out
of 317 valid candidates and
scrutiny, there will now be a total
of 258 candidates in fray for the
Lok Sabha general election. The
maximum of 38 candidates are in
fray in the Baramati Lok Sabha
seat, followed by Madha 32 and
Osmanabad (Dharashiv) 31. Latur
28, Hatkanangle 27, Kolhapur 23,
Solapur 21, Sangali 20, Satara 16,
Raigad 13, and Sindhudurg 9.

MUSTREAD

Suresh Gopi K Muralidharan VS Sunilkumar
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