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Thimphu (UNI)
The Bhutan gov-

ernment will hire at
least 100 teachers
from India in July to
address the shortages
of STEM teachers in
the country, as per a
report in local media.

Education and Skill
Development Minister Yeezang De
Thapa shared this information on
the government’s strategy to address
the STEM (an umbrella term used to
group together Science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics sub-
jects) teacher shortage, Kuensel
newspaper reported Wednesday.

According to the minister, the
government will hire 35 Mathemat-
ics teachers, 18 Physics teachers, 19
Chemistry teachers, and 28 ICT ex-
patriate teachers in July, the nation-

al newspaper said in
the report. The report
said as of June, there is
an “immediate” short-
age of 135 STEM teach-
ers in Bhutanese
schools, including 46 in
Mathematics, 38 in ICT,
22 in Physics, and 29 in
Chemistry. According

to the minister, there was a shortage
of 1,263 teachers in 2023. A total of
187 B.Ed teachers were recruited in
January, reducing the shortage to
1,076  From March to June, 646 con-
tract teachers were hired, bringing
the teacher shortage to 430. Howev-
er, 247 teachers resigned recently,
increasing the shortage to 677 again.

The minister added that by July,
with 121 new PGDE and 100 expa-
triate teachers, the shortage will be
reduced to 456.

Bhutan to hire 100 Indian
teachers in July: Report

Ankara (UNI)
A forest fire in western Turkey’s

Canakkale province has been con-
tained, said Minister of Agriculture
and Forestry Ibrahim Yumakli on
Thursday.

“We have crossed the entire area
twice, and as of now, I can say that
the Canakkale Eceabat fire is under
control,” Yumakli said in a briefing.

The first extensive forest fire of
the summer season, which the
minister said has affected 575
hectares, was ignited by stubble
burning in the Eceabat district of
the province on Tuesday after-
noon.

“Approximately 340 hectares of
the area are forested, and the rest is

rural land outside the forest,” he
said.

Nine planes, six helicopters, 94
water tankers, construction ma-
chinery, and 540 people were in-
volved in the firefighting efforts,
Yumakli was quoted by the semi-
official Anadolu Agency as saying.

Meanwhile, local authorities is-
sued continuous warnings about
the high risk of wildfires due to the
forecasted extreme heat and dry
conditions during the week.

Türkiye is often subjected to
forest fires during the summer
months, especially in its western
and southern regions, due to high
humidity and extreme tempera-
tures.

Forest fire in western
Turkey contained

Washington (UNI)
Louisiana became the first US

state to order that every public
school classroom up to university-
level must display a poster of the
Ten Commandments.

The Republican-backed mea-
sure signed into law by Governor
Jeff Landry on Wednesday de-
scribes the commandments as
“the foundational documents of
our state and national govern-
ment”, a BBC report said.

The law is expected to be chal-
lenged by civil rights groups,
which argue that it contravenes
the separation between church
and state enshrined in the First
Amendment to the US Constitu-
tion, the so-called Establishment
Clause.

It says: “Congress shall make no
law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof.”

The state law requires that a
poster include the sacred text in
“large, easily readable font” on a
poster that is 11 inches by 14 inch-
es (28cm by 35.5cm) and that the
commandments are “the central
focus” of the display.

It will also be shown alongside
a four-paragraph “context state-
ment” which will describe how
the commandments “were a
prominent part of American pub-
lic education for almost three cen-
turies”.

US state orders every classroom to display Ten Commandments

Canada: India to hold memorial service for victims
of Air India ‘Kanishka’ flight bombing in Toronto

Ottawa (UNI)
The government of Canada is

preparing to designate Iran’s Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC)
as a terrorist organisation, CBC
News reported on Wednesday. The
announcement is expected as soon
as this week, the report said, citing
several sources with knowledge of
the matter. Talks are still ongoing,
and details are yet to be finalised, it
added. Once the IRGC is placed on
the country’s terror list, law enforce-
ment will be able to charge anyone
financially or materially supporting
the group, the report said. Financial
institutions will be allowed to freeze
assets, it added. By going forward
with the designation, the Trudeau
cabinet will have finally caved in to
pressure from several political and
social actors, such as members of

the Iranian Canadian community as
well as the Conservative and New
Democratic parties that have long
sought its listing. Calls for action
against the IRGC increased follow-
ing the crash of Flight PS752 and de-
mands made by an association rep-
resenting the victims’ families.

On January 8, 2020, flight PS752
crashed shortly after takeoff from
Tehran’s international airport. The
accident claimed the lives of all 167
passengers on board the aero-
plane—mostly Canadian and Iran-
ian citizens—and nine Ukrainian
crew members. Iran admitted that
the plane had been mistakenly shot
down by its military, which mistook
it for a cruise missile at a time when
Iran’s air defences were active fol-
lowing strikes on a US military base
in Iraq.

Canada to list Iran’s IRGC
as terrorist group

Agencies, Sana’a (Yemen)
A Greek-owned ship sank in the

Red Sea after being attacked by the
Iranian-backed Houthi rebels on
Wednesday, reported CBS News cit-
ing the UK Maritime Trade Opera-
tions (UKMTO).

The ship, a Liberian-flagged bulk
carrier, also known as MV Tutor, is
believed to be the second ship sunk
by Houthis since March when the
British registered vessel Rubymar
was downed after being struck by
ballistic missiles fired from Houthi
territory in Yemen. The Iranian-
backed Houthi rebels have
launched dozens of missile and
drone attacks targeting ships in the
Red Sea and Gulf of Aden since Is-
rael launched an invasion of Gaza

following the Hamas’ attack on
Southern Israel in October last year.
Following the attacks by the Hamas
terror group, tensions have boiled in
the Middle East, with key regional
actors condemning the humanitari-
an crises caused by the war, as re-

ported by CNN.
However, the Tutor was first hit

on June 12 by a smaller boat before
being struck a second time by “an
unknown airborne projectile,” the
UKMTO stated.

Meanwhile, one crew member
has been reportedly missing after
the attack, the US Central Com-
mand (CENTCOM) said last week.
After the ship’s entire crew were
evacuated from the vessel, it began
to drift before reportedly sinking on
Tuesday, according to the UKMTO,
reported CNN. Earlier, a Houthi
spokesperson said that the ship had
been attacked by a sea drone, ballis-
tic missiles and other drones for vio-
lating their so-called “ban to the oc-
cupied Palestinian ports.”

Ship sinks in Red Sea after attack
by Iranian-backed Houthi rebels

Canberra (UNI)
A male was charged on Thursday

after he fatally shot a woman and
seriously injured one man in the
Australian state of Queensland.

Police were called to the Robb
Place address in South Mackay just
after 4:30 p.m. local time on
Wednesday.

A woman was found deceased at
the scene, and a man suffered non-
life-threatening injuries.

According to Queensland Police,
the 34-year-old South Mackay
woman was sitting in a parked vehi-
cle when she was approached by
the 31-year-old South Mackay man
armed with a firearm.

It was believed that the duo were
not known to each other but
resided on the same street.

There were two children inside

the vehicle when the incident oc-
curred. They ran away from the
scene on foot and were not physi-
cally harmed.

Police noted that a 66-year-old
man who lived nearby approached
the man a short time later and was
also shot.

He sustained non-life-threaten-
ing wounds to the hand and ster-
num before being taken to a hospi-

tal in serious but stable condition.
At approximately 5:20 p.m. local

time on Wednesday, police made an
emergency declaration under the
Public Safety Preservation Act
(PSPA) as the shooter fled the scene
in a car.

He was later taken into custody
at a service station along the Bruce
Highway near Hilton Street, with
the PSPA revoked on Wednesday
evening.

The police confirmed that there
was no ongoing threat to the public.

The 31-year-old shooter has
been charged with one count each
of murder and attempted murder.

South Mackay is a coastal suburb
of Mackay City, 970 km north of
Brisbane. Australia’s 2021 Census
suggested that the suburb had a
population of 6,918.

Male shooter charged after death of
woman in Australia’s Queensland

Gaza (UNI)
At least 10 Palestinian security

personnel of merchant trucks were
killed by the Israeli army in Rafah
City in the south of the Gaza Strip,
Palestinian security and medical
sources said.

Local sources and eyewitnesses
told Xinhua that Israeli aircraft tar-
geted a group of security person-
nel securing commercial goods in
the east of Rafah.

Meanwhile, medical sources
said that the bodies of the dead, as
well as several others injured, were
all transported to European Gaza
Hospital on Wednesday.

The Israeli army has not yet
commented on the incident.

Recently, Israeli authorities
have allowed commercial goods from the West Bank to enter the southern war-torn besieged en-

clave, following prior coordina-
tion, according to Palestinian se-
curity sources.

This incident was the second in
two days, as on Monday night, at
least nine people were killed in an
Israeli airstrike targeting security
personnel for commercial goods.

Earlier on Wednesday, the
Gaza-based health authorities said
the death toll of Palestinians from
the ongoing conflict has risen to
37,396 since last October.

Israel launched a large-scale of-
fensive against Hamas in the Gaza
Strip to retaliate against a Hamas
rampage through the southern Is-
raeli border on Oct. 7, 2023, during
which about 1,200 people were
killed and around 250 were taken
hostage.

10 Palestinian security personnel of merchant
trucks killed by Israeli army in Rafah: sources

Japan’s oppn party 
submits no-confidence
motion against Kishida
Tokyo: Japan’s opposition Consti-
tutional Democratic Party (CDP)
submitted a no-confidence mo-
tion against Prime Minister Kishi-
da’s cabinet on Thursday, with the
voting expected to take place later
in the day, Japanese media report-
ed, citing the draft resolution.

“Prime Minister Kishida has
not shown leadership to clarify
the truth about the political funds
of the Liberal Democratic Party
factions, and the problem of the
emergence of the ‘kickbacks’
practice has not yet been ex-
plained,” Japanese broadcaster
NHK quoted the draft document
as saying.

The draft resolution is expected
to be put to a vote at the plenary
session of the lower house of the
Japanese parliament later on
Thursday.

Bolivia issues “orange
alert” for forest 
fires in 74 towns
La Paz: Bolivia has declared an
“orange alert” in 74 towns due
to the growing risk of forest
fires caused by arson or clear-
ing for crops, Deputy Civil De-
fense Minister Juan Carlos
Calvimontes said here. The
“orange alert” is an urgent call
for action to prevent an envi-
ronmental or economic disas-
ter, Calvimontes told a press
conference on Wednesday. He
said that forest fires were a di-
rect consequence of agricul-
tural practices that got out of
control. This time of year
“everything is dry,” Calvi-
montes said, calling on farm-
ers and ranchers to ensure that
their use of fire to clear land for
crops or cattle does not “turn
into forest fires.” The eastern
department of Santa Cruz has
been hit the hardest, he added.

Wildfire breaks out
near Greek capital,
settlements evacuated
Athens: A wildfire broke out at
the outskirts of Koropi, a sub-
urban town in east Attica re-
gion, near Athens, forcing the
evacuation of at least two set-
tlements, Greek authorities
said. The wildfire started near
a boat parking yard, Greek na-
tional news agency AMNA on
Wednesday reported, and eye-
witnesses told Xinhua that the
blaze had reached the yards of
a few homes. No injuries were
reported. Dozens of firefight-
ers assisted by 10 water-drop-
ping planes and helicopters
were battling the flames
against strong winds blowing
in the area, a Greek Fire
Brigade spokesperson told a
press briefing. Greece suffers
from many wildfires every
summer due to high tempera-
tures, heatwaves linked to cli-
mate change and arsonists. 

2 presumed dead in
small plane crash in
U.S. Alaska
San Francisco: Two men were
presumed dead after a small
plane crashed Tuesday after-
noon into Crescent Lake on
the Kenai Peninsula, U.S. state
of Alaska, state troopers said.
Two hikers witnessed the crash
and reported it to troopers
Tuesday afternoon. The rescue
team took a helicopter and a
float plane to the area, and lo-
cated debris in the lake, with
no signs of survivors in the wa-
ter or on the shore, troopers
said on Wednesday. Efforts to
recover their bodies were on-
going Wednesday. A Piper PA-
18 Super Cub plane with two
men aboard had been reported
overdue in the area.

7 injured in North
Philadelphia shooting
New York: Seven people were
wounded in a shooting in
North Philadelphia in the U.S.
state of Pennsylvania, local
media reported. A 19-year-old
man was injured on Wednes-
day evening by a gunshot to his
leg, while a 31-year-old
woman sustained a gunshot
wound to her hand. In addi-
tion, a 23-year-old man was
shot in the buttock. Two
women, aged 47 and 29, both
suffered gunshot wounds to
their thighs. A 16-year-old girl
received medical treatment for
two graze wounds, while an
18-year-old girl was injured
during the incident. All victims
are currently in stable condi-
tion, said police, adding that
the shooter or shooters depart-
ed the scene in a vehicle,
which was captured by a near-
by police camera. 

1 dead as wildfires rage
in U.S. New Mexico
San Francisco: One person
was killed in the South Fork
and Salt fires in the U.S. state
of New Mexico as the blazes re-
mained active and uncon-
tained, officials said. The fire
broke out Monday morning on
the Mescalero Apache Reser-
vation, the New Mexico
Forestry Division said on
Wednesday. About 1,400
homes and other structures
were destroyed, the forestry di-
vision said in an update. The
village of Ruidoso, a town of
some 7,700 west of the reserva-
tion, was ordered to evacuate
due to the advancing fire.

MUSTREAD

Agencies, Toronto
The Consulate General of India,

Toronto on Wednesday (local time)
announced to organise a memorial
service for victims of the Air India
‘Kanishka’ flight bombing in Toronto
on June 23 from 12-1 pm at South
Lawns, Queen’s Park.

India has always been at the fore-
front of the fight against terrorism
and opposed the justification and
glorification of terrorism, India’s
Consulate General in Toronto said,
as it reminded the world of the Kan-
ishka bombing and termed it “one of
the most heinous acts of terror in
civil aviation.”

The Consulate General of India in
Toronto said that an annual memor-
ial service is being held at South
Lawns, Queen’s Park, in Toronto to
mark the 39th anniversary of the

bombing of Air India flight 182 (Kan-
ishka), which claimed the lives of 329

people, including 82 children.
In a statement shared on X, the

Consulate General of India in Toron-
to stated, “India has always been at
the forefront of the fight against ter-
rorism and has opposed justification
and glorification of terrorism. 23
June 2024 marks the 39th anniver-
sary of the bombing of Air India
flight 182 (Kanishka), which resulted
in death of 329 innocent victims, in-
cluding 86 children, and remains
one of the most heinous acts of ter-
ror in civil aviation.”

“We have always stood firmly
with the families of the victims. The
annual memorial service is being
held from 12-1 pm, 23 June 2024 at
South Lawns, Queen’s Park, Toronto.
This event is open for public partici-
pation. The solemnity of the occa-
sion may be respected during the
memorial service at all times,” it
added.

China issues blue alert
for rainstorms in 
various regions
Beijing: China’s national observato-
ry issued a blue alert for rainstorms
on Thursday, expecting heavy rain-
fall in several regions of the country.
Downpours are expected to hit
parts of Chongqing, Guizhou, Hu-
nan, Hubei, Henan, Anhui, Jiangxi,
Zhejiang, Inner Mongolia and Hei-
longjiang on Thursday and Friday,
the National Meteorological Center
(NMC) forecast.

There are areas in Chongqing
and Guizhou that will see up to
120 mm of rainfall, while some
places in these regions are expect-
ed to encounter over 60 mm of
hourly precipitation, accompa-
nied by thunderstorms and gales,
according to the NMC.

Local governments have been
urged to implement appropriate
preparations and fulfill their relat-
ed responsibilities accordingly.
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