
Bhopal, Thursday, July 25, 2024

Since her 2004 triumph at the
talent hunt show, 'India's Best
Cinestars Ki Khoj', actor Aditi Shar-
ma has made a name for herself in
Punjabi, Hindi and Telugu cinema,
theatre as well as the small screen.
In Zee Theatre's teleplay 'Janpath
Kiss', she plays an air hostess who is
thrust into media attention by a
random incident in a public place.
All hell breaks loose when
Sadanand, a stranger catches hold
of her in the busy Janpath market
and plants a kiss on her lips, much
against her wishes. The incident,
caught on camera, plunges both in
a social and political storm that
changes their lives.

Talking about the gender politics

and moral dilemmas addressed in
the play, Aditi says, "This play is a
satirical comment on prevailing so-
cial mores and depicts how a ran-
dom kiss caught on camera in a
bustling market, ends up triggering
a massive uproar. My character
Meera is a small-town girl who is
traumatised not just by the incident
but by what she is subsequently put
through during the police interro-
gations. Her own parents blame her
for chasing her ambitions in a big
city like Delhi. Even worse is the po-
litical pressure upon her to pretend
that nothing inappropriate hap-
pened to her. The play very astutely
depicts the  sad reality of the society
that we live in."  Discussing what it
was like to work in the play, she
says, "It was a wonderful learning
experience since I got an opportu-
nity to rehearse and work with Zee-
shanAyyub, Yashpal Sharma sir and
so many senior as well as talented
actors from Delhi's theatre scene. I
was also very fortunate to work with
a seasoned director like Ranjit
Kapoor sir who helped me to un-
derstand the dynamics of the stage
and gave all the actors including me
a lot of freedom to perform.

Teleplay depicts how a random kiss triggers a
massive uproar, says Aditi Sharma

Stree 2 is one of the most high-
ly awaited films of 2024. This se-
quel to the 2018 horror comedy
Stree will see Rajkummar Rao
and Shraddha Kapoor reprising
their roles.

After the recent launch of the
trailer, which gave audiences a
peek into the entertainment that
lies ahead, the first song from the
music album has now been re-
leased. 

Aaj Ki Raat is a scintillating
dance number featuring Taman-
naah Bhatia with the boys of the
film including director Amar
Kaushik swooning over her.

Tamannaah Bhatia sets the
stage ablaze in song Aaj Ki Raat
from Stree 2, Fans had been ex-
cited to see Tamannaah Bhatia’s
cameo appearance in Stree 2 ever
since they saw a glimpse of her in
the trailer.

Today, July 24, 2024, the mak-
ers of the upcoming movie un-
veiled the first song across their
social media platforms. 

Aaj Ki Raat has been sung by
Madhubanti Bagchi and Divya
Kumar. 

It has been composed by
Sachin-Jigar with lyrics written
by Amitabh Bhattacharya.

Tamannaah Bhatia’s character
Shama sets the dance floor on
fire as she takes over the town of
Chanderi. Dressed in a glam-
orous green colored outfit, she
exudes oomph as she performs
the sizzling moves choreo-
graphed by Vijay Ganguly.

More about Rajkummar Rao
and Shraddha Kapoor starrer

Stree 2, Alongside Shraddha
Kapoor and Rajkummar Rao, the
cast of Stree 2 also stars Pankaj
Tripathi, Abhishek Banerjee, and
Aparshakti Khurana in pivotal
roles. Presented by Jio Studios
and Dinesh Vijan, the film is di-
rected by Amar Kaushik. 

Produced by Dinesh Vijan and
Jyoti Deshpande, the movie is
slated for a theatrical release on
August 15, 2024, on the occasion
of India’s Independence Day.

IMDb, the world's most popular
and authoritative source for infor-
mation on movies, TV shows, and
celebrities, today announced the
Most Popular Indian Movies of
2024 (So Far) and the Most Antici-
pated Indian Movies for the Rest of
the Year. The lists are based on the
actual page views of the more than
250 million monthly visitors to
IMDb worldwide, who rely on
IMDb to discover and decide what
to watch. Nag Ashwin, the director
of Kalki 2898-AD, the No. 1 ranking
Indian movie of the year so far,
said, "It's a great pleasure and hon-
our for our whole team to be fea-
tured on the IMDb list. I think it di-
rectly reflects the love of our audi-
ence across the world. This inspires
us to keep pushing the bound-
aries." Chidambaram, the director
of Manjummel Boys, the No. 2
ranking Indian movie of 2024 so
far, said, "Manjummel Boys is a tale
of friendship and a survival thriller,
exploring universal themes of tri-
umph against the odds. The film's
visual storytelling transcends lan-
guage barriers, making it accessi-
ble to a global audience. This film is
very close to my heart, and the love

and overwhelming response from
the audience have been truly hum-
bling. I am grateful to IMDb for this
honour and would like to express
my sincere gratitude to viewers
around the world for their love and
support. This achievement is a tes-
tament to the hard work and dedi-
cation of the entire cast and crew,
who brought the magic of this film
to life."

"IMDb data indicates that there
is a growing appetite for innovative
and impactful cinema that is capti-
vating viewers in India and global-
ly. The Most Popular Indian Movies
of 2024 (So Far) list features a di-
verse slate, with five Hindi films,
three Malayalam, and two Telugu
titles, indicating that audiences are
drawn towards compelling stories
irrespective of language," says
YaminiePatodia, head of IMDb In-
dia. "Demonstrating a strong de-
mand for continued narratives, five
of the most anticipated titles are
sequels or part of popular franchis-
es, including Pushpa: The Rule -
Part 2 (No. 1), Welcome to the Jun-
gle (No. 3), Singham Again (No. 6),
Bhool Bhulaiyaa 3 (No. 7), and
Stree 2 (No. 10).

Kiran Rao’s directorial Laapataa
Ladies emerged as one of the most
loved films this year. The film, backed
by Aamir Khan Productions, intro-
duced Pratibha Ranta and Nitanshi
Goel alongside Sparsh Shrivastava.
Each character received massive
praise for their portrayal. On the oth-
er hand, in a recent interview, Nitan-

shi shared sweet memories and ex-
periences of working on the film.

Nitanshi Goel on her first meeting
with 'magician' Aamir Khan, In a re-
cent conversation with Bombay
Times, Nitanshi Goel talked about
her first meeting with Aamir for Ki-
ran Rao's directorial Laapataa
Ladies, which was nothing short of a

dream coming true for her. Further,
Mr. Perfectionist’s belief in her was
more like a turning point for her. The
actress, hailing Aamir Khan as a 'ma-
gician', recalled, “He continuously
praised my performance in front of
Mumma, in front of Kiran ma’am,
and he went on to say, ‘She’s a dia-
mond.

She’s going to be a superstar. We
want her in the film anyhow.’ And
that was it for me. I had tears in my
eyes, smile on my face and I had no
idea what emotion to put out there.”
Nitanshi Goel says Kiran Rao en-
sured a nurturing environment on
the sets of Laapataa Ladies, In addi-
tion to this, Nitanshi also disclosed
how Kiran remained a pillar of
strength and support during the
shoot. 

She revealed that the filmmaker
ensured an encouraging environ-
ment, allowing the young actors to
flourish. According to her, she made
the process "seem easy".

During the interaction, she admit-
ted to being nervous on her first day
of the shoot for a breakdown scene.
However, Rao hyped her, saying, ‘I
know you’re going to kill it.  You’re
like one of those toppers who’re like
Oh my God! Marks nahi aayenge (I
won’t score), but you will top.’ Nitan-
shi then shared that the scene was
shot in one take and when Rao said
cut, she looked at her with "welled-
up eyes," and Rao had tears in her
eyes. "She started clapping, and the
whole unit started clapping.

Aamir is a ‘magician’, says Laapataa Ladies’ Nitanshi;
reveals Kiran had 'tears in her eyes' on her first shot

IMDb Announces Most Popular Indian
Movies of 2024 (So Far) and Most Anticipated
Indian Movies for the Rest of the Year

The entourage costs topic has become one of
the most talked about subjects in the industry.
From Karan Johar to Farah Khan, several celebri-
ties have voiced their opinions about it. Now, in
a new interview, the Singham Again director Ro-
hit Shetty opened up about entourage cost and
said that it is not just with actors, prices in every
sector have gone up.

'When we talk about the cost, it is not just the
actors,' says Rohit Shetty, In a new interview
with News18 Showsha, Rohit Shetty was asked to
share his opinions on the entourage costs de-
bate. Backing actors, the ace filmmaker said that
it is different with him. When we talk about the
cost, it is not just the actors.

Everything from traveling to ticketing and
hotels, the prices for everything have gone up. It
is not just actors. The whole cost has gone up for
a lot of things. Keeping that in mind, just be-
cause the cast is an ensemble, a lot of money is
spent on the cast, it is not like that," he added. 

Rohit Shetty opens up on VFX usage, The di-
rector also opened up about using CGI se-
quences in the films. He shared that everyone all
over the world is using VFX. Calling it a 'bit easi-

er and safer,' Rohit said that hand-to-hand com-
bat will always be real. "Even when you see my
next venture (Singham Again), hand-to-hand

combat is real and yes, there is a lot of CG as
well," he added.

At the trailer launch event of Kill, Karan Johar
was asked to share his thoughts on the rising en-
tourage costs in the industry. Explaining it in de-
tail, the producer said, "Entourage cost is the
least of our problems. It's the main remunera-
tion of the actor that has to be looked at again."
He continued that actors should understand ex-
actly how the times are, how the climate of the
movies are, and how tough it is to maneuver
through making a massive motion picture of any
magnitude in size. 

"Because you have so many costs and above
the line costs which is what comes from the ac-
tors is not viable then it becomes impossible to
mount the film," he shared.

Taking a light dig at the actors, the Rocky Aur
Rani Kii Prem Kahaani director said that they
can take all the entourage they want but the real
issue is their mothership costs. He further added
that they have to look at that and say there can
be back and deals, percentage of profit, and
slabs of box office as per performance-based re-
muneration. 

6Leisure

Fill in the grid with digits in such a
manner that every row, every column,
and every 3X3 box accommodates the
digits 1 to 9, without repeating a digit.
Please see example given below. 

The solution to each day’s puzzle will
be published the following day, along
with the next puzzle. Each puzzle has
only one solution. Re
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Ali Fazal is currently in the best
phase of his personal and profes-
sional life. He recently welcomed
his daughter with his wife Richa
Chadha. Meanwhile, he reprised
his character of Guddu Pandit in
his last outing, Mirzapur Season 3
which left fans impressed yet
again. Now, it has been reported
that Ali Fazal has bagged the lead
role in Rakht Brahmand opposite
Samantha Ruth Prabhu.

Ali Fazal joins as the lead cast in
Rakht Brahmand opposite Saman-
tha Ruth Prabhu. Following the
success of Mirzapur Season 3, Ali
Fazal is all set to join the upcoming
period fantasy thriller, Rakht Brah-
mand, helmed by Raj & DK and di-
rected by Rahi Anil Barve of Tumb-
bad fame. A source close to the de-
velopment called it “a marvelous
vision" of the director duo and a
step forward in the fantasy drama
genre. It has further been revealed
that the entire cast for the show
has been finalized. They will com-
mence the shoot for a six-part lim-
ited series starting next week in
Mumbai. "Ali will be shooting for
the series through August while al-

so completing small schedules of
his other projects. The show can to
him and the vision of the show was
enough to get Ali excited to be part
of the series. It’s a really interesting
part, something he has never done
before both from character per-
spective and also genre-wise,” the
source further added.  It is worth

mentioning that the ensemble star
cast of the show also includes
Aditya Roy Kapur and Wamiqa
Gabbi in the key roles. The vision-
ary director duo Raj & DK are
known for acclaimed shows like
The Family Fan, Guns & Gulaabs,
and Farzi among others.

Ali Fazal's work front, Mean-

while, speaking of Ali Fazal’s work
front, the new dad has an exciting
line-up of projects including the
highly-anticipated, Anurag Basu’s
Metro…In Dino. The film also stars
Sara Ali Khan, Aditya Roy Kapur,
Pankaj Tripathi, Neena Gupta,
Konkona Sensharma, and Fatima
Sana Shaikh among others.

New dad Ali Fazal bags lead role opposite Samantha Ruth
Prabhu in Raj & DK’s fantasy drama Rakht Brahmand

Rohit Shetty extends his support to actors on high entourage costs;
says 'prices for everything have gone up'

Stree 2 song Aaj Ki Raat Out: Tamannaah Bhatia
oozes oomph in dance number
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