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Pune (Maharashtra) (UNI)
The MIT World Peace University

(MIT-WPU) will host the ‘Udyamotsav
2025’ on Thursday to celebrate the Na-
tional Startup day in a remarkable man-
ner. ‘Udyamotsav 2025’, a grand initia-
tive by the Ministry of Education’s Inno-
vation Cell and AICTE, will be inaugu-
rated in MIT-WPU campus, Kothrud,
here, Director of MIT TBI and Founder
of the MAEER’s MIT Group of Institu-
tions Prakash Joshi said in a release on
Wednesday.

Inspired by the Central Govern-
ment’s Shark Tank initiative, ‘Udyamot-
sav 2025’ aims to bridge the gap be-
tween students, budding entrepre-
neurs, and the investor community. The
platform celebrates startups emerging
from academic institutions and incuba-
tion centers across India. It provides a

unique opportunity for startups to pitch
their ideas to investors, secure funding,
and establish strategic partnerships,
fostering a robust entrepreneurial
ecosystem. The event’s highlight is its fo-
cus on direct dialogue between in-
vestors and startups. Entrepreneurs will
present their innovations, interact with
prominent investors, and explore new
collaborations that could transform
their ventures into success stories.

The ‘Udyamotsav 2025’ event at
MIT-WPU will feature an impressive
lineup of speakers, including Dr.
Pradeep Dhande from AICTE, Bharat
Oswal from JITO, CA Ninad Date, Jiten-
dra Sapkal, Founder and CEO of RISE
Capital, and Chitale from GD Chitale
Ventures Ltd., who will provide insights
into various aspects of entrepreneur-
ship and innovation.

MIT-WPU to host ‘Udyamotsav
2025’ on Thursday

AP: Adani Krishnap-
atnam Port receives
18th ICC Environment
Excellence Award 2024

Nellore (Andhra
Pradesh), Jan 15 (UNI)
Adani Krishnapatnam
Port Limited (AKPL) on
Wednesday said it has
received the prestigious
18th Indian Chamber of

Commerce (ICC) Envi-
ronment Excellence
Award 2024 in the ser-
vice sector under the
Platinum category.

The award was pre-
sented by Dr. Shashi
Panja, Minister for In-
dustries, Commerce
and Enterprises of the
Government of West

Bengal, along with
Roshni Sen, , Additional
Chief Secretary, Depart-
ment of Environment,
AKPL said in a release
here. AKPL Head of Dry
Cargo Operations re-
ceived the award, me-
mento and certification.

This recognition
highlights AKPL’s out-
standing contributions
to sustainability, envi-
ronmental innovation,
and responsible busi-
ness practices.

AKPL has imple-
mented groundbreak-
ing initiatives to reduce
its environmental foot-
print, setting bench-
marks in operational ex-
cellence and environ-
mental stewardship.

AP: Adani Krishnapatnam Port receives 18th
ICC Environment Excellence Award 2024

Patna (UNI)
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar

on Wednesday inaugurated newly
constructed assembly guest house in
Patna. Kumar inaugurated assembly
guest house equipped with all mod-
ern facilities for dignitaries. He appre-
ciated the newly constructed guest
house , saying care has been taken to
provide all required comforts to

guests . A total of 24 rooms, three
suites, meeting hall and a waiting hall
are available in the guest house. As-
sembly Speaker Nand Kishore Yadav,
Deputy Chief Ministers Samrat
Chaudhary, Vijay Kumar Sinha, Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister Vijay Kumar
Chaudhary, Building Construction
Minister Jayant Raj and senior officials
were also present on the occasion.

Nitish inaugurates assembly guest house

Chennai (UNI)
There are no land related issues

from Tamil Nadu government on the
Madurai-Thoothukudi new line pro-
ject, Railway Minister Ashwin Vaish-
nav has clarified on Wednesday.

Earlier, the Minister, while ad-
dressing a media meet in Chennai,
had allegedly said the Madurai-
Thoothukudi line project was
dropped on a request from the Tamil
Nadu Government.

However, it was immediately de-
nied by Tamil Nadu Transport Minis-
ter S S Sivasankar.

Meanwhile, the Railway Minister
clarified that No land related issues
from TN government in Madurai-
Thoothukudi project.

A Southern Railway release here
said on January 10 2025, in a press
meet at ICF Perambur, mediaper-
sons were asking questions simulta-

neously regarding projects of Tamil
Nadu, and a question was asked
about the Madurai-Thoothukudi
new line project, but due to back-
ground noise of factory, it was heard
as Dhanushkodi project.

Accordingly, the Minister’s reply
was regarding Dhanushkodi line
project that State Government has
written to the Railway Ministry that
this project may be dropped due to
land/environmental issues.

Railway Min clarifies on Madurai-
Thoothukudi new line project

Bengaluru (UNI)
On Makar Sankranti, Isha Founda-

tion Founder Sadhguru consecrated
the Mahashula, a monumental 54-
foot trishul, through the ancient yogic
ritual of prana pratishtha.

This sacred event, witnessed by
thousands, marked the infusion of his
life energies into the Mahashula,
transforming it into a powerful spiri-
tual symbol.

Alongside the Mahsshula, a 21-ft
consecrated Nandi, one of the world’s
largest metal Nandis, was unveiled,
further enriching the sanctity of the
Sadhguru Sannidhi in Chikkaballapur.

The Mahashula, now a striking ad-
dition to the serene backdrop of Nan-
di Hills, stands near the iconic 112-ft
Adiyogi statue. Together, they draw
thousands of visitors daily, enhancing
Sadhguru Sannidhi’s reputation as a
major spiritual and tourist destination

in Karnataka.
The Mahashula transcends its

physical presence, embodying pro-
found symbolism. Representing the
cosmic forces of creation, mainte-
nance, and destruction, it mirrors the
essence of existence itself. In Indian
culture, these forces are revered as
Brahma, Vishnu, and Mahesh, expres-
sions of the same creative source.

Sadhguru explains that the trishul
is not merely a weapon but a unifying
emblem: “Though it appears as three,

everything is one at its core.” In yogic
traditions, it signifies time’s past, pre-
sent, and future, as well as the three
principal energy channels within the
human system: Ida, Pingala, and
Sushumna. The Mahashula’s conse-
cration centres on the Sushumna, fo-
cusing on spiritual growth.

The Mahashula complements the
broader energy space of Sadhguru
Sannidhi Bengaluru, which features
the Adiyogi, Yogeshwar Linga, Naga,
and upcoming additions like Linga
Bhairavi and Teerthakunds. Together,
they form a kshetra for inner transfor-
mation and holistic well-being.

Established in 2022, Sadhguru San-
nidhi attracts visitors from Bengaluru,
Karnataka and beyond. Open daily
from 6 AM to 8 PM, it welcomes all, of-
fering spiritual processes and access
to its sacred energies regardless of
caste, creed, or religion.

Sadhguru consecrates 54-foot Mahashula

Malappuram (Kerala) (UNI) 
A 52-year-old tribal woman was

trampled to death by a wild elephant
at Edakkara in Moothedam Gram
Panchayat bordering to Nilambur
forest on Wednesday.

This was the second attack of wild
elephants against tribal people with-
in a span of eleven days. Mani (35), a
tribal youth of Manchiri-Poochapara
colony in Karulai village was tram-
pled to death on January 4.

According to reports, the de-
ceased was identified as Sarojini (52)
alias Neeli, residing in Uchakulam
colony at Edakkara.

The incident took place around
1000 hrs, when a group of tribal peo-
ple went to graze their cattles and
collect forest resources from Karulai
forest areas, which was about half
kilometre away from their houses.

Suddenly, they found a herd of
elephants and one of them attacked
Sarojini and others fled away from

the scene. Later, they returned to the
accident spot and found that the
body was lying on the ground. They
shifted the body by walking around
half a kilometre to their house at
Uchakulam colony premises. Local
residents alerted the forest depart-
ment about the incident.

People’s representatives and po-
litical leaders also rushed to the spot
and they demanded that the body
has to be shifted to Nilambur hospi-
tal for post mortem and inquest, af-
ter the visit of the District Collector
and top forest officials of the district

who should ensure that there will be
no further incidents of elephant at-
tacks.

Wayanad South District Forest Of-
ficer (DFO) Danithlal said that
arrangements will be made soon to
set up hanging fencing and trenches
bordering the forest areas within a
month.

Following the elephant attack, on
January 5, Nilambur MLA, P V Anvar
led Democratic Movement of Kerala
(DMK) workers organized a protest
agitation to the DFO office and they
also damaged the windowpanes and
doors.

Police arrested 11 DMK workers
including MLA on January 6 and
lodged in a jail and released on bail
on January 7. This incident created
controversy and led to the resigna-
tion of Anvar from the post. He re-
cently joined the Trinamool Con-
gress led by Mamata Banarjee at a
function held in West Bengal.

Tribal woman trampled to death by wild elephant at Edakkara

Bengaluru (UNI)
In a significant development, the

Karnataka High Court on Wednesday
lifted the interim stay imposed on the
Mysuru Lokayukta police’s investiga-
tion into the Mysore Urban Develop-
ment Authority (MUDA) scam case,
involving Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
and his co-accused.

Justice M Nagaprasanna directed
the Lokayukta to resume its probe,
which will now be monitored by the
Inspector General of Police.

The court further directed the
Lokayukta to submit a progress report
by January 27, and all relevant records
and files pertaining to the case by Jan-
uary 16. The investigation, which con-
cerns allegations of illegal land allot-
ments linked to Siddaramaiah’s wife,
Parvati, has faced significant political
attention.

During the hearing, Senior Advo-

cate Maninder Singh, representing ac-
tivist and complainant Snehamayi Kr-
ishna, raised concerns about the fair-
ness of the investigation, suggesting
that the state-controlled Lokayukta
might not conduct an impartial probe.

He also highlighted that a surprise
investigation by a committee of IAS of-
ficers had removed all records from
the Lokayukta, although the High
Court clarified that the committee’s
actions were unrelated to the specific
allegations against Siddaramaiah.

The Chief Minister’s legal team, led
by Senior Advocates Dr. A.M. Singhvi
and Professor Ravivarma Kumar, dis-
missed these concerns, arguing that
the committee’s actions were in line
with the court’s earlier directions for
the Lokayukta to investigate the case.

The court’s decision follows a previ-
ous ruling in September, where Sid-
daramaiah’s plea challenging the sanc-
tion granted to file corruption charges
against him was dismissed. The Kar-
nataka Lokayukta had subsequently
filed an FIR against the Chief Minister
and three others on charges of corrup-
tion, cheating, and forgery.

With the investigation now resum-
ing under the court’s close supervi-
sion, political observers believe the
case could have far-reaching implica-
tions for Siddaramaiah’s political fu-
ture, especially with upcoming elec-
tions in the state.

Muda case: Karnataka HC lifts interim stay
on Lokayukta probe against Siddaramaiah

Gorakhpur (UNI)
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on

Wednesday directed the officials at
Janata Darshan to resolve public
grievances promptly and ensure no
one faced injustice.

Interacting with citizens in the au-
ditorium of the Mahant Digvijaynath
Smriti Bhawan at Gorakhnath temple
on the second day of his tour to
Gorakhpur, the CM assured them of
swift and satisfactory resolutions of
their problems.

He met approximately 150 individ-
uals at Janata Darshan, listening at-
tentively to their concerns. Subse-
quently, he forwarded their applica-
tions to the relevant officials, instruct-
ing them to ensure prompt and satis-
factory disposal of their issues.

Yogi assured the attendees that the
government was committed to resolv-
ing the problems of every individual

in need.
During the Janata Darshan, several

individuals sought financial assis-
tance from the Chief Minister for
medical treatment. Assuring them of
the government’s full support, he
promptly forwarded their applica-
tions to the officials concerned, di-
recting them to expedite the treat-
ment estimation process and submit
it to the government at the earliest.

He directed the officials to address
revenue and police matters with com-
plete transparency and fairness, en-
suring no injustice is done. He also
emphasised strict legal action against
those found forcibly occupying oth-
ers’ land. Yogi followed his customary
routine at the Gorakhnath temple. He
began with prayers, offering worship
to Guru Gorakhnath and paying re-
spects at the samadhi of his guru,
Brahmalin Mahant Avedyanath.

Ensure justice for all with prompt
grievance redressal:Yogi Adityanath

130 defence officers
from DSSC on a tour to
CVRDE, Avadi
Chennai: As part of 80th Staff
Course, a team of 130 Defence offi-
cers, including international stu-
dent officers from Defence Service
Staff College (DSSC), were on their
maiden visit to Combat Vehicles
Research and Development Estab-
lishment (CVRDE), Avadi, here on
Wednesday.

Mr J. Rajesh Kumar, Outstand-
ing Scientist and Director CVRDE
and Mr R T. Panneer Selvam, Sci-
entist ‘G’, Additional Director ad-
dressed the Student Officers.

During the visit, the Defence
Service Staff Students had a meet-
ing with senior scientist’s and un-
derstand the progress of technolo-
gy intensive projects carried out by
CVRDE in Development of Ar-
moured Fighting Vehicle’s (AFVs)
for Indian Army, A defence release
said.

Prof Surajit Dhara elected
Fellow of Indian Academy
of Sciences 2025
Hyderabad: Professor Surajit Dhara,
from the School of Physics at the Uni-
versity of Hyderabad (UoH), has been
elected as a Fellow of the prestigious In-
dian Academy of Sciences for the year
2025. Professor Dhara is renowned for
his groundbreaking contributions to
the field of liquid crystal science and
technology. His research spans a wide
range of innovative areas, including the
fundamental understanding of topo-
logical defects and colloidal interac-
tions, the discovery of new states of col-
loidal organization enabled by topolo-
gy, and the development of control-
lable motile particles for topological ac-
tive matter. Notably, Professor Dhara
has pioneered liquid crystal micro-
droplet-based optical microresonators
and micro-lasers and uncovered novel
physiochemical effects and properties
in ferroelectric and ferromagnetic ne-
matic liquid crystals.

Sangeetachary Pandit
Sudhir Pote selected for
2025 ‘Vasanthostav’
puraskar
Kolhapur: Senior classical singer
of Jaypur Gharana of Kolhapur,
‘Sangeetacharya’ Pandit Sudhir
Pote, has been selected for this
year’s prestigious ‘Vasanthostav’
puraskar (award), Vasantrao Desh-
pande Foundation of Pune an-
nounced on Wednesday. In a re-
lease, the Foundation said the
award carries a ‘Manpatra,’ and a
cash prize of Rs 50,000. The award
distribution ceremony will be held
on January 19 at ‘Vasanthostav’
Sangeet Mohadtav in Pune. Pote, a
national scholarship awardee, suc-
cessfully presented and produced
22 programmes on the basis of var-
ious music concepts, including the
‘Anand Parv’ concept. He was the
coordinator of the music depart-
ment of the Maharashtra State En-
cyclopaedia Board.

Police detain minor for
raping aged woman
Mumbai: Police detained a 17-
year-old minor for allegedly rap-
ing a 37-year-old woman at knife-
point while she was alone at
home in Mankhurd in the Shivaji
Nagar area of the Mumbai sub-
urb, an official said here on
Wednesday.

According to police reports,
the incident occurred around 4:30
p.m. on Monday. The woman, a
homemaker, was sitting near the
door of her house with her two
children inside while her hus-
band was at work.

The accused, who had been
monitoring her movements, fol-
lowed her into the house, locked
the door from inside, and bran-
dished a knife. He threatened to
kill her and her children if she re-
sisted. He then forcibly assaulted
her, locked the door from outside,
and fled the scene.

Hearing the woman’s cries for
help, neighbours rushed to open
the door and informed her hus-
band and the police.

Stalin presents awards
to Tamil scholars to
mark Thiruvalluvar Day
Chennai: Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M K Stalin honoured
eminent Tamil scholars by pre-
senting Thriuvalluvar Day
awards to them and to other
personalities on Wednesday.
Mr Stalin presented the awards
at an event, organised by the
Tamil Development depart-
ment and held at the State Sec-
retariat on the occasion of
Thiruvalluvar Day.

CP arrests 2 key 
operatives of Lawrence
Bishnoi Gang
Jalandhar: Jalandhar Commis-
sionerate Police (CP) arrested
two key operatives of the
Lawrence Bishnoi-Goldy Brar
Gang after a hot chase, Punjab
DGP Gaurav Yadav said on
Wednesday. He said that the
police party fired back in self-
defence when the gang mem-
ber opened fire on the police
team; one accused sustained
bullet injuries and is currently
receiving medical treatment,
while another attempted to es-
cape but was apprehended at
the same time. He said that the
police recovered 4 illegal
weapons, a significant cache of
live cartridges, and a car, deliv-
ering a severe blow to the
gang’s criminal network in-
volved in narcotics smuggling,
arms trade, and extortion rack-
ets.

Confessional statement of
convicts not legally valid:
Advocate S Nagamuthu
Mumbai: Former Justice of
Kerala High Court S Naga-
muthu, now a senior advocate,
on Wednesday challenged be-
fore the Bombay High Court
the conviction of two men on
death row in the Mumbai 7/11
train blasts case saying the
confessional statement of the
duo recorded by the police was
given under duress and so can-
not be used as evidence
against them. Arguing before a
special bench of Justice Anil
Kilor and Justice Shyam Chan-
dak on behalf of the convicts,
Nagamuthu cited various
judgements of the apex court
and claimed that the confes-
sional statement of convicts
Faisal Atta Urehman Shaikh
and Ali Shaikh were not
recorded as per the guidelines
framed by the Supreme Court.

PM Modi holds 
meeting with Mahayuti
MLAs in Mumbai
Mumbai: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi held a meeting
with MLAs of the ruling Ma-
hayuti alliance here on
Wednesday.  Earlier, Modi dedi-
cated three frontline naval
combatants INS Surat, INS Nil-
giri and INS Vaghsheer to the
nation on their commissioning
at the Naval Dockyard in Mum-
bai. He also inaugurated
ISKCON temple at Kharghar
Mumbai. During the meeting
with the MLAs, he gave mantra
of development to all. But few
NCP( AP) MLAs which includes
Dilip Valse Patil, Chhagan Bhu-
jbal, Saroj Ahire, Raju Navghare,
Dhananjay Munde, Prakash
Solanke, Idris Naikwadi were
not present in the meeting. Shiv
sena ( Eknath Shinde) Leader
Deepak Kesarkar told media af-
ter the meeting with Modi that
the latter told us that how
should we work in political life,
how should we solve people's
problems.

Lalu hints for accepting
RLJP in Grand Alliance
Patna: RJD chief Lalu Prasad on
Wednesday dropped enough
hints for accepting RLJP in the
Grand Alliance in Bihar, where
assembly elections are slated for
October-November this year.
Lalu responding to a query of
media persons here said that he
was prepared to accept RLJP in
the Grand Alliance. He had ar-
rived at the office of RLJP to at-
tend the "chura dahi" feast or-
ganised by party president and
former union minister Pashu-
pati Kumar Paras on the occa-
sion of Makar Sankranti. Paras,
however, told media persons lat-
er that a formal announcement
could be made in April this year
after a meeting of the national
executive of his party. Apparent-
ly annoyed with BJP leadership
for being ignored in the 2024
Lok Sabha elections, Paras said
he was not a saint and would
make the next move as per the
political suitability of his party.
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