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Mumbai (UNI)
The Mumbai Police’s Cyber cell has
issued notices to podcaster Ranveer
Allahbadia, comedian Samay Raina
and others directing them to appear
for questioning in connection with
the ongoing probe related to an FIR
registered against them for allegedly
making obscene content and broad-
casting it on Raina’s India’s Got La-
tent show, which sparked a huge
controversy.

Confirming about issuing notices,
Police sources on Wednesday said,
Yesterday Cyber cell of the police had
registered FIR invoking Section 67 of
the Information Technology Act,
among other sections, citing the al-
leged use of “obscene and foul lan-
guage” during the show’s six

episodes.
The FIR names hosts, judges, par-

ticipants, and other artists associat-
ed with the program, all of whom
were summoned for questioning.

The Assam Police had on Monday
registered an FIR against five people,
including Allahbadia and Raina.

Mumbai Police issue notices to
podcaster Ranveer Allahbadia

Agencies, Koderma
A violent clash broke out between
two groups in the Domchanch area
of Jharkhand's Koderma district on
Wednesday over the placement and
removal of hoardings and banners
near the Ravidas temple. The alterca-
tion quickly escalated into stone
pelting, leaving at least 15 people, in-
cluding three policemen, injured.

According to reports, tensions
flared when a group of people began
removing hoardings and posters that
had been put up near the Ravidas
temple. These banners were related
to the ongoing construction of a
Durga Mata temple a short distance
away. The removal was met with
strong opposition from the other
group, leading to heated arguments
that soon spiralled into a physical

confrontation.
Eyewitnesses said that as the situ-

ation worsened, both sides engaged
in heavy stone pelting, causing in-
juries to several people. Among the
injured were Domchanch Police Sta-
tion in-charge Omprakash and two
other policemen, one of whom sus-
tained a head injury.

Clashes erupt over hoarding dispute
in Jharkhand's Koderma, 15 injured

Bengaluru (UNI)
Indian Air Force (IAF) Chief Air Chief
Marshal Amar Preet Singh has ex-
pressed concerns over Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL), stating
that he is not confident in its ability

to deliver on commitments, particu-
larly regarding the production of the
Tejas Mk1A fighter jets.

In an interaction with the HAL of-
ficials sitting in the cockpit, the IAF
Chief said, “I can only tell you what
our requirements and worries are.
You have to alleviate those worries
and make us more confident. At the
moment, I am just not confident of
HAL, which is a very wrong thing to
happen.”

Highlighting the delays in aircraft
production, he remarked, “HAL is
our own company. Even I have
worked there… But I find that HAL is
just not in mission mode. I was
promised that when I come here on
February, 11 Tejas Mk1As would be
ready. And not a single one is ready.”

HAL not in mission
mode: Air Chief Marshal

Mumbai (UNI)
Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde on Tuesday received
the Mahadji Shinde National Hon-
our Award at the 98th Akhil Bhartiya
Marathi Sahitya Sammelan in Delhi.

The award was given to Shinde by
Sharad Pawar, the former Union
Minister and the reception president
of the Sahitya Sammelan.

The award consists of a cash prize
of five lakh rupees, a badge of hon-
our, and a Shinde Shahi turban. After
receiving the award, Shinde ad-

dressed the gathering and shared
that he has good relations with
Pawar. The event was organised on
the occasion of the All India Literary
Conference at Maharashtra Sadan in
New Delhi. Shinde said, ‘I consider it
my privilege to receive the Mahadji
Shinde National Honour Award. I
thank the organisers.’

Shinde dedicated the award to
“sisters, brothers, and people” of Ma-
harashtra and announced he would
donate the award of Rs 5 lakh to
Sarhad Santha, an NGO.Shinde said
Mahadji Shinde’s deeds were as in-
tense on the battlefield as also in the
realms of literature as he was well-
known as a poet.

Mahadji Shinde has written many
songs for the Dhrupad Gharana and
Khayal Gaiki Gharana from Gwalior,
recalled the Dy CM.

Shinde promised that he would
try to include the history of the
mighty Mahadji Shinde in the school
education curriculum of the Maha-
rashtra government.

Maha Deputy CM Eknath Shinde
receives Mahadji Shinde award

New Delhi (UNI)
The Supreme Court on Wednesday
struck down the appointment of Dr.
Anil Khurana as Chairperson of the
National Commission for Homeopa-
thy, ruling that ‘it was not in accor-
dance with the law’. A bench compris-
ing Justice Dipankar Datta and Justice
Manmohan directed Dr Khurana to va-
cate the office within a week.

“The Respondent shall step down
from the office of Chairperson forth-
with. By forthwith, we mean a week
from today to enable him to com-
plete his assignment without taking
any policy decisions involving fi-
nances,” the Court stated.

The case stemmed from a writ pe-
tition filed before the Karnataka

High Court, challenging the appoint-
ments of Dr Khurana as Chairperson
and Dr K.R. Janardanan Nair as Pres-
ident of the Medical Assessment and
Rating Board.

The petitioner, an applicant for
both positions, argued that the ap-

pointments violated Section 4(2) and
Section 19 of the National Commis-
sion for Homeopathy Act, 2020,
which mandate a minimum of 20
years of experience, including at
least 10 years in a leadership role.

A single-judge bench of the Kar-
nataka High Court had ruled in
favour of the petitioner, finding that
Dr Khurana lacked the required
leadership experience. However, a
division bench later overturned this
ruling on August 31, 2022.

Reinstating the single judge’s ver-
dict, the Supreme Court held: “We
have given our reasons why we are
holding that the selection and ap-
pointment of the 3rd Respondent is
not under the law.

SC strikes down appointment of National
Commission for Homeopathy Chairperson

Agencies, New Delhi
The Rouse Avenue court convicted
former Congress MP Sajjan Kumar
in a 1984 Anti Sikh riots case.

This case is linked with the
killing of father son duo in
Saraswati Vihar area on November
1, 1984. Sajjan Kumar is serving a
life sentence in another anti Sikh ri-
ots case of Delhi Cantt.

Special judge Kaveri Baweja pro-
nounced the judgement and con-
victed Sajjan Kumar.

Sajjan Kumar was produced
physically before the court. On Jan-
uary 31, the court had reserved the
order after hearing additional sub-
missions by the Public Prosecutor
Manish Rawat.

This case is related to the killings
of one Jaswant Singh and his son

Tarundeep Singh in Saraswati vihar
area on November 1, 1984.

Advocate Anil Sharma had sub-
mitted that Sajjan Kumar’s name
was not their from very beginning,
law of foreign land is not applicable
in this case and there was a delay of
16 years in naming Sajjan Kumar by

the witness.
It was also submitted that a case

in which Sajjan Kumar was Con-
victed by the Delhi High Court is
pending appeal before the Supreme
court.

Advocate Anil Sharma had also
referred to the case cited by the se-
nior advocate HS Phoolka. He sub-
mitted that the law of the land will
prevail even in the extraordinary
situation and not the international
law.

Additional Public Prosecutor
Manish Rawat in rebuttal had sub-
mitted that the accused was not
known to the victim. When she (a
family members killed in the riots)
became aware that who is Sajjan
Kumar she named him in her state-
ment.

1984 Anti Sikh riots: Court convicts former
Congress MP Sajjan Kumar in murder case

Bengaluru (UNI)
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh held
bilateral meetings with his counter-
parts from Zimbabwe, Yemen,
Ethiopia, Gambia and Gabon on the
sidelines of Aero India 2025 here on
Wednesday, discussing avenues for
enhancing defence cooperation.

Rajnath Singh met Zimbabwean
Defence Minister Oppah Muchin-
guri Kashiri, with both sides review-
ing the existing bilateral defence co-
operation and agreeing to strength-
en collaboration in training, military
courses, and capacity building of the
Zimbabwe Armed Forces.

A Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) on defence cooperation
was signed, with both leaders ex-
pressing confidence that this would
lead to further deepening of ties.

Both sides underscored the im-
portance of regular ministerial en-
gagements for the effective imple-
mentation of the MoU and affirmed
their commitment to enhancing col-
laboration in the defence industry
for the production and maintenance
of assets. Cooperation in military
medicine was also discussed.

During Rajnath Singh’s discus-
sions with Ethiopian Defence Minis-
ter Aisha Mohammed (Eng), both
countries expressed satisfaction over
the growing bilateral defence ties. 

Acknowledging the significance
of close engagement, an MoU on
defence cooperation was signed to
institutionalise the ongoing rela-
tions.

Rajnath engages in key
bilateral talks at Aero India

Chennai (UNI)
The Scientists of the Physical Re-
search Laboratory (PRL), Ahmed-
abad, have discovered new exoplan-
et, a dense sub-Saturn using
PARAS-2 Spectrograph at Mt Abu
Telescope.

In an update on Wednesday, IS-
RO said the PRL scientists have dis-
covered a new exoplanet, TOI-
6038A b, a dense sub-Saturn size
with a mass of 78.5 Earth masses
and a radius of 6.41 Earth radii in a
wide binary system.

The planet orbits a bright, metal-
rich F-type star every 5.83 days in a
circular orbit.

“The TOI-6038A b lies in the
transition region between Neptune-
like and gas giant exoplanets, called
as “Sub-Saturn,” a category absent
in our solar system, providing a

unique opportunity to study plane-
tary formation and evolution”, the
Space Agency said.

This marks the second exoplanet
discovery using the state-of-the-art
PARAS-2 spectrograph attached to

the 2.5-meter telescope at PRL’s
Mount Abu Observatory at Gu-
rushikhar, Mt. Abu.

Furthermore, it is the fifth exo-
planet detection using the com-
bined efforts of the PARAS-1 and
PARAS-2 spectrographs.

It highlights India’s growing ex-
pertise in advanced astronomical
instrumentation, with the PARAS-2
spectrograph being the highest-res-
olution stabilized radial velocity
(RV) spectrograph in Asia.

Precise Radial-Velocity data from
PARAS-2, which was used to mea-
sure the mass of the planet, along
with high-spatial resolution speckle
imaging from the PRL’s 2.5-meter
telescope, were thus absolutely cru-
cial in validating the planetary na-
ture of the transit signal and hence
the discovery.

PRL scientists discover new exoplanet, a dense sub-Saturn
His ideals will guide us:
Rahul Gandhi extends
greetings on Guru
Ravidas Jayanti
New Delhi: Leader of Opposition
(LoP) in the Lok Sabha, Rahul Gand-
hi, on Wednesday extended greet-
ings to the countrymen on the occa-
sion of Guru Ravidas Jayanti.

Guru Ravidas, a revered saint of
the Bhakti movement in the 15th
and 16th centuries, is known for his
powerful message of unity, devotion,
and service to humanity.

Taking to X, he posted, "Hearty
congratulations to all of you on the
birth anniversary of Sant Guru Ravi-
das ji. His teachings give us the mes-
sage of service to humanity, social
harmony and brotherhood -- these
ideals of his will always guide us."

Congress National President
Mallikarjun Kharge also shared his
greetings on social media.

Bengal: ED begins
searches at 3 locations in
relation to alleged ration
distribution scam
Kolkata: The Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) on Wednesday raided at
least three locations, including that
of Howrah, in relation to alleged ra-
tion (PDS) scams across West Ben-
gal, official sources said.

The ED, aided by the Central
Paramilitary forces, began searches
at the house and offices of one Par-
nendu Jana, a businessman, at
Shyampur in Howrah in relation to
the multi-crore rupees ration distribu-
tion scam during the Covid period.
Sources said ED has been searching for
the past four hours and questioning
Jana and his family members. Besides
Shyampur, ED also began searches at
two other locations - Jagatballavpur in
Howrah district and Santoshpur in
South 24 Parganas district.

Literary conference on
Gandhian Thought in
Pune from March 7
Pune: The Maharashtra Gandhi
Memorial Fund will organise a three-
day literary conference on Mahatma
Gandhi’s thoughts here at Gandhi
Bhavan from March seven.

Senior writer Suresh Dwadashi-
war has been selected as the presi-
dent of this conference.

Addressing a joint press confer-
ence on Wednesday, Dr Kumar Sap-
tarshi, president of the Maharashtra
Gandhi Memorial Fund, and secre-
tary Abhay Chhajed said that the
conference will be inaugurated by
MP Manoj Kumar Jha and senior po-
et-lyricist-dialogue writer Javed
Akhtar.

Environmental activist Sonam
Wangchuk will attend the closing
ceremony of the conference.

Chajjed said that the conference
will focus on the thoughts and life of
Mahatma Gandhi.

Man arrested in Goa for
bomb hoax call to
Mumbai police
Mumbai: A 40-year-old labourer was
arrested in Goa by a team of Bandra
Railway Police for allegedly issuing a
threat to blow up the Chembur Po-
lice Station in Mumbai, an official
said here on Wednesday.

According to details on Feb 9, a
hoax call was received on the Bandra
Railway Police station’s landline
from a mobile phone, threatening
that the Chembur station would be
blown up.

According to the police, the
caller’s number was traced to Goa. A
team of railway police was dis-
patched to Goa, and with the help of
local police, they arrested a 40-year-
old man working as a labourer in
Goa.

Police said that during the probe,
it was revealed that the accused was
under the influence of alcohol when
he made the call. 

TN Fin Min meets
Union Environ Min,
seeks funds for projects
Chennai: Tamil Nadu Minister
for Finance, Environment and
Climate Change Thangam Then-
narasu met Union Minister for
Environment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change Bhupender Yadav
in New Delhi and sought clear-
ances funds for various projects.
During the meeting, Mr Then-
narasu submitted a memoran-
dum detailing the projects and
urged him to sanction funds for
the same. An official release here
said Chief Minister M.K.Stalin
had made a request to Mr Yadav
to exempt Environmental Clear-
ance for industrial sheds with
area up to 1,50,000 sqm, with a
view to expedite Industrial de-
velopment in Tamil Nadu. A No-
tification in this regard was
brought out by the Ministry ac-
cepting the request of the Tamil
Nadu Government.

Indian Army pays
tributes to soldiers
martyred in IED
explosion
Jammu: Indian Army on
Wednesday paid tributes to the
soldiers martyred in an Impro-
vised Explosive Device explo-
sion on the Line of Control in
Akhnoor sector. "In a solemn
wreath-laying ceremony, #GOC
@Whiteknight_IA laid a wreath
at Air Force Station #Jammu to
pay homage to #Bravehearts
Captain Karamjit Singh Bakshi
and Naik Mukesh Singh Manhas,
who made the supreme sacrifice
on February 11 in the highest
traditions of the #IndianArmy,"
the White Knight Corps posted
on X. An Army Captain and a
Naik were killed in a suspected
Improvised Explosive Device
(IED) blast in Akhnoor sector
during a fence patrol.

Three killed, 1
injured in multiple
vehicle collision
Virudhunagar: Three people
were killed and another griev-
ously injured in a multiple-vehi-
cle collision involving a motor-
cycle, cargo vehicle and a truck
at Agragarapatti village on the
Sattur-Virudhunagar highway in
this Southern district of Tamil
Nadu on Wednesday. Police said
the accident occurred, when the
driver of a cement-laden truck
suddenly stopped the vehicle af-
ter one of the tyres of the vehicle
was burst. Two persons, identi-
fied as M.Selvam and D.Vinodh,
who were riding a motorcycle
lost control in which the two-
wheeler crashed into the rear-
side of the truck. A cargo vehicle
ferrying fruits coming behind
the motorcycle subsequently
rammed into it, killing both Sel-
vam and Vinodh on the spot.

Japan expresses
interest in UP's
Buddhist Circuit
Lucknow: Vice Governor of
Japan’s Yamanashi Prefecture,
Ko Osada on Wednesday paid a
courtesy visit to Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
at his official residence in state
capital Lucknow. During the
meeting, the CM and Ko Osada
discussed employment oppor-
tunities for the youth of UP in
Japan, particularly in Yamanashi
Prefecture. It was emphasised
that young professionals from
UP would be equipped with the
necessary Japanese language
proficiency and specialised skills
before being sent for employ-
ment opportunities in Japan.

638 stolen/lost mobile
phones recovered
Eluru, AP: The Eluru district po-
lice have recovered 638
stolen/lost mobile phones
worth Rs 76.56 lakh and handed
over some of them to the own-
ers. Superintendent of police
Pratap Shiva Kishore here on
Wednesday said that the CCS
police, the Cyber Crime and the
Law & Order police personnel
jointly recovered stolen and lost
mobile phones over the past
three months. Using the district
toll-free number and the Central
Equipment Identity Register
(CEIR) portal, a total of 638 mo-
bile phones were recovered in
the 14th phase, amounting to a
total value of Rs 76,56,000.
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