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Bhopal: In light of escalating tensions
triggered by Pakistan’s recent provoca-
tive actions, the Madhya Pradesh gov-
ernment has swung into action to bol-
ster disaster preparedness across the
state. On Friday evening, the Home De-
partment issued a detailed directive to
all district collectors, urging immediate
implementation of relief and rescue
measures.

Key among the instructions is the es-
tablishment of temporary shelters in
hospitals and schools, equipped with
essential amenities such as life-saving
medical supplies, emergency equip-
ment, and generators to ensure uninter-
rupted services during crises. A total of
14 disaster management protocols have
been outlined for strict compliance.

State gears up for emergency preparedness
amid rising tensions

Bhopal:Colonel Sophia Qureshi, the In-
dian Army officer who played a pivotal
role in Operation Sindoor against Pak-
istan, continues to capture national at-
tention. Praising her courage and contri-
bution, Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister
Dr. Mohan Yadav lauded her as a true
symbol of pride for the state and the
country.

“Our very own Colonel Sophia
Qureshi has elevated the honour of In-
dia, of Madhya Pradesh, and of every In-
dian,” said the Chief Minister. He de-
scribed her as a shining example of brav-
ery and patriotism.

Highlighting the unity of the nation,
Dr. Yadav added, “Three generations of
her family have served in the armed
forces. Do we ever fall short when it
comes to our daughters? Whether Hindu
or Muslim, from Kashmir to Kanyaku-

mari — today, every citizen, every politi-
cal party stands united with our Prime
Minister. This is a rare moment since in-
dependence when the entire country
has spoken in one voice against our ene-
mies.”
Colonel Sophia’s Madhya Pradesh
roots

Though born in Pune in 1976, Sophia
Qureshi hails from Nowgaon,
Chhatarpur district in Bundelkhand,
Madhya Pradesh. Her family moved
back to their ancestral home in Now-
gaon shortly after her birth. Sophia spent
her early childhood there, attending GTC
School from grades one to three before
continuing her journey across India due
to her father’s postings in the Army.

CM praises Colonel Sophia Qureshi

Bhopal: In a late-night
move, the General Ad-
ministration Depart-
ment has cancelled all
types of leave for em-
ployees in 13 critical gov-
ernment departments,
including Health, Home,
Energy, Urban Develop-
ment, Panchayat & Rural
Development, Public
Works, and Food & Civil
Supplies. Even previous-
ly sanctioned leaves
have been revoked, ef-

fective immediately.
Government staff

must remain present at
their headquarters at all
times. Exceptions will
only be considered in
cases like marriage,
childbirth, serious ill-
ness, or family emergen-
cies, subject to approval
by the district collector
or departmental secre-
tary.

Chief Minister Holds
Back-to-Back High-Lev-

el Security Meetings
Chief Minister Dr.

Mohan Yadav chaired
two high-level meetings
on Friday to review the
security situation and
preparedness measures
in the state. In a video
conference with district
collectors and police su-
perintendents, he em-
phasized the impor-
tance of visible and
proactive administra-
tion.

Mass leave ban for 13 key departments

Bhopal: Following the resound-
ing success of ‘Operation Sin-
door’, in which the Indian Army
dismantled terrorist hideouts in
Pakistan in retaliation for the
Pahalgam terror attack, the
Madhya Pradesh Congress orga-
nized a powerful show of patrio-
tism through a Tiranga Yatra in
Bhopal.

Beginning at Shivaji Maharaj
Chowk, in front of the Red Cross
Hospital, and culminating at the
Shaurya Smarak, the march
drew participation from senior
Congress leaders including
State Congress President Jitu
Patwari, Leader of Opposition
Umang Singhar, former Chief
Minister Digvijaya Singh, and a
large gathering of party workers

and citizens.
Waving nothing but the na-

tional tricolor, the yatra was
marked by unity and rever-

ence—not politics. The Con-
gress leadership emphasized
that this was not a political rally,
but a solemn tribute to the brav-
ery and sacrifice of India’s
armed forces.

At the Shaurya Smarak, lead-
ers paid floral tributes to fallen
soldiers. Sanjay Kamle, General
Secretary and in-charge of Con-
gress organization, stated, “This
is a march of gratitude. We stand
united with our brave soldiers
who protect our nation.”

The Tiranga Yatra ignited a
wave of patriotism across
Bhopal, as citizens from all
walks of life joined in, chanting
slogans, waving flags, and reaf-
firming their unwavering sup-
port for the Indian Army.

This stirring event stood as a
bold reminder: when the nation
calls, the people stand united—
above politics, beyond bound-
aries.

‘Jai Hind Yatra’ turns Bhopal patriotic under ‘Operation Sindoor’

Bhopal: In light of the prevailing
national scenario, Director General
of Police (DGP) Kailash Makwana
convened a discussion on Friday
with all district Superintendents of
Police (SPs), Range Inspectors Gen-
eral (IGs) and Additional Directors
General (ADGs), as well as Collec-
tors and Commissioners. He as-
sessed the internal security situa-
tion of each district, emphasizing
the need for heightened vigilance.

The DGP directed that police fo-
cus on the security of crowded ar-
eas and critical infrastructure. He
stressed the importance of keeping
the police force, including the State

Disaster Response Force (SDRF),
prepared to handle any emergency
situation.

During the afternoon, the DGP
engaged in detailed discussions

with all SPs across the state regard-
ing internal security. He inquired
about the security arrangements in
place for significant buildings, na-
tional monuments, and heavily
populated areas, to which all offi-
cers presented their preparedness
strategies. Furthermore, he sought
information on the measures taken
to tackle potential emergencies.

In addition to these directives,
the DGP instructed officials to
maintain strict surveillance on so-
cial media to prevent any guideline
violations. He also issued orders to
intensify security checks at airports
and railway stations. Furthermore,
continuous vehicle checking in ur-
ban areas remains a priority. These
concerted efforts underscore Mad-
hya Pradesh’s proactive stance in
ensuring the safety and security of
its citizens amidst the current na-
tional context.

MP on high alert for internal security 
zz “A matter of pride for

Madhya Pradesh and
the nation”

zz Every corner under vig-
ilance

zzDGP calls meeting of
SPs and IGs

zzHigh-level meeting on
emergency prepared-
ness

zz Citizens march with
pride to honor

z  Temporary shelters in schools and
hospitals
z  Leave of government employees
cancelled

The government has also
instructed  officials to ensure:
* Uninterrupted drinking water supply
* Updated lists of critical infrastructure in-
cluding hospitals, power plants, fuel depots,
religious sites, and Central government insti-
tutions
* Public awareness and confidence-building
initiatives at the village and panchayat levels
* Active and functional fire services
* Operational public address systems in ade-
quate numbers
* Mock drills and citywide warning siren sys-
tems
* Involvement of NGOs, NSS, NCC, and civil
volunteers to assist in rescue and relief efforts
* Continued and safe industrial operations
* Public Works Department to maintain and
secure roads and bridges
* The Energy Department to ensure stable
power supply

Outdated wartime siren system
to be replaced in Bhopal

Bhopal: Bhopal is set to
receive a modern siren
system to replace its aging
infrastructure, much of
which dates back to the
1971 Indo-Pak war and
has fallen into disrepair.
The need for an upgrade
became starkly evident
during a city-wide mock

drill on Wednesday, May 7th, when the existing sirens
failed to be audible in several areas. This resulted in
widespread confusion among residents regarding the
start and end of the simulated blackout.

The new, centrally controlled siren system will be
strategically installed across key locations and
bustling marketplaces throughout the capital. This in-
tegrated system will be linked to the administration’s
Control and Command Center, ensuring seamless and
unified operation.

Collector Kaushalendra Vikram Singh stated that a
meeting with the Police Commissioner will be con-
vened soon to finalize the implementation plan. The
current siren network, a relic of the 1971 war, is largely
defunct. The incoming system promises simultaneous
activation across the entire city, providing immediate
and uniform alerts to all residents during emergen-
cies.

To ensure public awareness and preparedness, an
extensive campaign will be launched to educate citi-
zens about the meaning and appropriate response to
the new siren system. Special attention will be given to
school and college students, equipping them with es-
sential knowledge on emergency protocols. 

Bhopal: United in heartfelt prayer, women
from the Mangalwara Digambar Jain Samaj
and the Vidya Purna group performed a
special Bhaktamar Vidhan at the Adinath
Jain temple. This ritual, filled with worship
and havan, aimed to ensure the safety and
victory of Indian soldiers engaged in “Oper-
ation Sindoor” on the Indo-Pak border,
while also seeking global peace.

Led by Neeta Roshla and Savita Manya,
the women chanted the sacred verses of the
Bhaktamar Vidhan, invoking blessings for
the soldiers’ well-being and the protection
of their wives’ marital sanctity. Their collec-
tive aspiration is for the brave soldiers’ safe-
ty from enemy threats, allowing them to

continue safeguarding the nation.
Following the prayers, the group visited

the Dayodaya Gaushala, serving and donat-
ing feed to the cows as a symbolic offering.
The community also announced plans for a
grand Shantinath Vidhan in the near future,
dedicated to the continued protection of
Indian soldiers and national unity. Many
devotees participated in this moving dis-
play of solidarity and spiritual support.

Women’s prayers for success in “Operation
Sindoor” and world peace
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