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Bhubaneswar (UNI)
The Odisha State Election Commis-
sion has issued a notification to con-
duct panchayat by-elections on June
23 across the state. 

The bypolls aim to elect 43
sarpanches and 272 ward members
in various districts.

These by-elections have been ne-
cessitated due to vacancies arising
from deaths, resignations, disqualifi-
cations, or the de-reservation of re-
served seats owing to the unavail-
ability of eligible candidates.

Collectors from Balasore, Boudh,
Gajapati, Jharsuguda, Kandhamal,
Kendrapara, Keonjhar, Koraput,
Malkangiri, Mayurbhanj, Nabarang-
pur, Sambalpur, and Subarnapur
have submitted proposals to con-
duct fresh elections for ward mem-
ber positions where seats were de-
reserved due to the absence of eligi-
ble candidates from reserved cate-
gories.

The State Election Commission
has completed the revision and
preparation of the electoral rolls for
the gram panchayats concerned,

based on the Assembly electoral roll
of 2025. 

Exercising its powers under Arti-
cle 243K of the Constitution of India,
along with Section 13(2) of the
Odisha Gram Panchayat Act, 1964
and Rule 3-B(4) of the Odisha Gram
Panchayat Election Rules, 1965, the
Commission has announced the
schedule for the by-elections to the
offices of Sarpanches and Ward
Members.

Nomination forms will be issued
and nominations will be accepted on
May 26, 28, 29, 30, and 31, between
11 am and 3pm.

Notification issued for panchayat
by-elections in Odisha on June 23

New Delhi (UNI)
The Supreme Court on Wednesday
dismissed a writ petition filed by ad-
vocate Mathews Nedumpara and
others seeking registration of an FIR
against Justice Yashwant Varma in
connection with the alleged recovery
of illicit cash from his official resi-
dence.

A bench comprising Justice Abhay
S Oka and Justice Ujjal Bhuyan ob-
served that the Chief Justice of India
(CJI) had already forwarded the re-
port of the in-house inquiry commit-
tee, along with Justice Varma’s re-
sponse, to the President and the
Prime Minister of India.

“Since no representation has
been made to the President or the
Prime Minister seeking action, the
writ petition seeking a writ of man-

damus is not maintainable,” the
bench noted. The court clarified that
it was not rejecting the petitioners’
right to approach the judiciary at a
later stage. “We are not saying you
cannot file. But first, you must follow

the basic rule.
A writ of mandamus cannot be is-

sued unless a representation has
been made to the authorities con-
cerned,” Justice Oka remarked dur-
ing the hearing.

The court also declined to enter-
tain other prayers in the petition,
such as reconsideration of the K.
Veeraswami judgment, which gov-
erns the procedure for initiating
criminal proceedings against sitting
judges. Justice Oka said such issues
“need not be considered at the pre-
sent stage.”

Advocate Nedumpara, appearing
in person, contended that the in-
house procedure under the
Veeraswami judgment was inade-
quate and called for a criminal inves-
tigation. 

SC dismisses plea seeking FIR against
Justice Varma in cash recovery case

New Delhi (UNI)
The Congress on Wednesday an-
nounced that the party will organise
Jai Hind meetings across the country
from May 24 to 31, to salute the val-
our of the Armed Forces during Op-
eration Sindoor.

Addressing a press conference
here, Congress leaders Col Rohit
Chaudhry along with Wing Com-
mander Anuma Acharya (Retd)
asked the government to tell the
people of the country as to how the
Pahalgam terror attack happened
and how India launched Operation
Sindoor.

Giving information about the Jai
Hind meeting, Col Rohit said, “In the
first phase, 16 cities have been se-
lected where ‘Jai Hind’ meetings will
be held. In these meetings, we will
salute the bravery of our soldiers”.

“The country has been going
through a very difficult phase for al-
most a month. From April 22 itself,
the Congress party has given full

support to the government and we
have told the government that we
will stand firmly with you in every
strong action taken against Pak-
istan,” he said.

He emphasised that the grand old
party fully supported Operation Sin-
door launched by the government.

He praised the armed forces for
destroying several terror hubs in

Pakistan and Pakistan-Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir.

Raising question on the an-
nouncement of ceasefire, the Army
veteran said, “we were winning, our
army was foiling Pakistan’s drones,
missiles and all other types of at-
tacks...It was the fourth day of the
battle, but suddenly in the evening a
ceasefire was announced”.

Cong to hold Jai Hind meetings
nationwide from May 24-31

Seven militants nabbed in Manipur,
rocket bomb recovered
Imphal: Manipur Police and security forces nabbed seven
militants in different operations during the last two days. Se-
curity personnel also recovered rocket bombs, improvised
mortar and other arms and ammunition from Churachand-
pur and Kangpokpi districts. Police said on Wednesday that
security forces arrested three militants from Langmeidong,
Elangkhangpokpi and Kakching Ningthou Pareng area un-
der Waikhong-PS, Kakching District. Security forces arrested
a militant at Langthabal Khunou near Primary School under
Khongjom-PS, Thoubal District with a 9 mm Pistol in a sep-
arate operation.

Ensure fear of Corona
does not spread: Akhilesh
Lucknow: Samajwadi Party (SP) president
Akhilesh Yadav has said that the healthcare
“mistakes” of the ruling Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty’s (BJP) proved fatal in the past for the people
and the government should ensure that the
negligence in controlling Corona is not re-
peated.

Taking to X, Akhilesh wrote, “Before the alarm
bells ring, the government must act in time to
control and prevent Corona, ensuring that the
negligence and mismanagement of the past are
not repeated. The BJP’s mistakes often prove fa-
tal for the people.”

“Even the corona vaccine, whose certificates
were distributed with much fanfare, has now
proven ineffective. Therefore, this time, there is
an even greater need for vigilance. We all must
explain to the public that, although the corona
situation is not extremely serious yet, it should
not be ignored, as such diseases can change
form and return,” said the SP leader.

He said the government should make proper
use of its healthcare and information system and
ensure that fear of Corona does not spread
among the people.

SC grants bail to 
former PFI secy in RSS
leader murder case
New Delhi: The Supreme Court on
Wednesday granted bail to S. Srini-
vasan, the former secretary of the
now-banned Popular Front of India
(PFI) in Kerala, in the murder case of
RSS leader Sreenivasan.

A bench comprising justices Ab-
hay S. Oka and Justice Ujjal Bhuyan
delivered the order while hearing
Srinivasan’s bail plea.

The court observed that there was
no direct role attributed to the ac-
cused in relation to the murder con-
spiracy.

The court remarked, “As far as the
association with victim Sreenivasan
is concerned, there is no direct role
attributed to the appellant. The alle-
gations of antecedents are in almost
all cases regarding the protests
which took place in September 2022.
Bail granted.”

Youth Cong files FIR
against Amit Malviya,
Arnab Goswami
New Delhi: The Indian Youth Con-
gress (IYC) on Wednesday said it has
lodged an FIR against BJP leader
Amit Malviya and journalist Arnab
Goswami under non-bailable sec-
tions for allegedly defaming leader of
Opposition in Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi and “conspiring” to link the
Congress to Turkiye.

Youth Congress national
spokesperson Varun Pandey said
that the FIR was lodged on the in-
structions of the organisation’s in-
charge Krishna Allavaru, Youth Con-
gress president Uday Bhanu Chib
and legal department national chair-
man Rupesh Bhadoria.

After the registration of the FIR,
Chib and Bhadauria alleged mali-
cious attempt to defame the Con-
gress. The FIR charges the two with
spreading fake news, inciting hatred
and endangering national security.

Former MLA Amin
Bhat rejoins
Congress in Kashmir
Srinagar: Days after resigning
from the Democratic Progres-
sive Azad Party (DPAP), former
Member Legislative Assembly
(MLA) Mohammad Amin Bhat
rejoined the Congress party on
Wednesday. Bhat returned to
party during a function held in
south Kashmir’s Anantnag dis-
trict during which senior Con-
gress leaders including its J&K
president Tariq Karra were pre-
sent. “This is my home coming,”
Bhat said. 

TN approaches SC,
accuses Centre of
withholding funds
New Delhi: The Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment on Wednesday filed a
petition in the Supreme Court
seeking a direction to the Centre
to pay Rs 2,291.30 crore, accus-
ing it of withholding funds for
various education schemes. The
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK) government in the state
has accused the Centre of with-
holding funds under the Sama-
gra Shiksha Yojana for non-im-
plementation of the National
Education Policy 2020 and PM
Shri. In the original petition filed
under Article 131 of the Consti-
tution, the state sought a direc-
tion to the Central government
to pay Rs 2,291.30 crore, includ-
ing six per cent per annum inter-
est on the principal amount of
Rs 2,151.59 crore from May 1 this
year.

Youth killed, girl
injured after jumping
in front of train
Bhadohi (UP): A youth was
killed and a girl was injured after
being hit by a train near Kand-
hiya railway crossing in Chauri
area of Bhadohi district here in
Uttar Pradesh, Government
Railway Police (GRP) sources
said here on Wednesday. GRP
sources said that a couple
jumped in front of a train near
Kandhiya railway crossing on
Varanasi-Janghai railway section
in Chauri police station area of
the district on Tuesday night.
“While the youth died on the
spot, the girl sustained serious
injuries and has been admitted
to the hospital, where her condi-
tion remains critical,” they said. 

3 killed as car rams
stationary vehicle
Hyderabad: Three people were
killed and two others sustained
serious injuries when the car
they were travelling in collided
with a stationary DCM vehicle at
Kuntluru in Hayathnagar Man-
dal of Rangareddy district in the
early hours of Wednesday. The
deceased, all residents of
Kumtluru, were identified as
Chandrasena Reddy, Thinath
Reddy, and Varshit Reddy. The
bodies, which were trapped in-
side the mangled car, were re-
trieved with the help of crow-
bars. 
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