
Jerusalem (UNI)
Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu, following
Iranian missile strikes at the
country’s Soroka Hospital
and various residential areas
has not ruled out killing Iran-
ian Supreme Leader Ayatol-
lah Ali Khomeini, stating that
“no one is immune,” reports
Times of Israel.

Touring Beersheba’s Soro-
ka Medical Center in Beer-
sheba after the attack, he said
“No one is immune”, adding
“All the options are open.”
Condemning the attack, he
said “We will exact the full price
from the tyrants in Tehran.”

However, he did not elabo-
rate much, stating “It’s best

not to speak about this in the
press.” Regarding any possi-
ble American involvement in
the war, Netanyahu said that
“is a decision for President
Trump.” “He will do what is
good for America, and I will
do what’s good for Israel,”
adding that the US president

“knows the game.”
The Israeli PM said that Tel

Aviv had the capability to car-
ry out the operation entirely
on its own, if additional mili-
tary support was not given.

Israeli Defence Minister
Israel Katz, who has been
much more open in his state-
ments about Iran, called
Khomeini a “modern day
Hitler”, and wrote on social
media “the prime minister
and I instructed the IDF to in-
crease the intensity of the at-
tacks against strategic targets
in Iran and against government
targets in Tehran in order to re-
move the threats against the
State of Israel and undermine
the regime of the ayatollahs.

Israeli PM says killing Ayatollah not
ruled out amid Iranian missile strikes

New Delhi (UNI)
India has decided to evacuate from
Israel those Indian nationals who
wish to leave, in view of the increas-
ing bombardments between Iran
and Israel.

In a statement today, the Ministry
of External Affairs has said that it will
facilitate the travel of Indians wish-
ing to be evacuated from Israel,
through the land borders and there-
after by air to India. In view of the
above, the Embassy of India in Tel
Aviv would be making arrangements
for the evacuation of Indians.

All Indian nationals are requested
to register themselves with the Em-
bassy of India in Tel Aviv at
(https://www.indembassyisrael.gov.i
n/indian_national_reg), if not al-
ready registered. In case of any

queries, they may contact the 24/7
Control Room established at Em-
bassy of India, Tel Aviv: telephone
numbers: +972 54-7520711; +972 54-
3278392; email:
cons1.telaviv@mea.gov.in.

The Embassy also reiterates its
earlier advisories urging all Indian
citizens in Israel to remain vigilant
and strictly follow the safety guide-
lines issued by Israeli authorities and
the Home Front Command:
(https://www.oref.org.il/eng).

The Government of India accords
the highest priority to the safety and
security of Indian nationals abroad.
The Government will continue to mon-
itor the situation closely. The Embassy
remains continuously in touch with
the community with a view to extend-
ing all feasible assistance, it said.

India to evacuate from Israel those
Indian nationals wishing to leave

Agencies, Ahmedabad
A week after the deadly
AI171 plane crash in
Ahmedabad, India will
send the black box of the
Air India Boeing 787 aircraft
to the United States for data
r e c o v -
ery, as
p e r
sources.

They added that the cru-
cial evidence in the investi-
gation of the crash has suf-
fered damage due to high
temperatures following the
plane crash, which is mak-
ing data extraction unfeasi-
ble.

Notably, the National
Transportation Safety
Board (NTSB), the US fed-

eral air crash investigation
team, which is already as-
sisting their Indian coun-
terparts in the investiga-
tion, will also help in ex-
tracting the data at its
Washington, DC, office.

A n
I n d i a n
delega-
tion will

also accompany the black
box to oversee the entire in-
vestigation process and en-
sure all protocols are fol-
lowed.

A black box is basically a
‘recorder’ planted inside
the flight for the purpose of
facilitating the investiga-
tion of aviation accidents
and incidents.

Black box to be sent to
US for data extraction

Agencies,
Thiruvananthapuram
Congress MP Shashi Tha-
roor on Thursday said that
he had a difference of opin-
ion with his party’s leader-
ship but added that the Con-
gress party, its values, and its
workers are dear to him.

“As you know, I have dis-
agreements with the cur-
rent Congress leadership.
Some of them are in the
public domain, so you
know them. It is better to
sort it out within the party
by talking to them directly,”
Tharoor said, adding that
he did not campaign for the
Congress candidate for the
Nilambur byelection be-

cause he did not get the in-
vitation from the party for
the same.

“Congress party, its val-
ues, and its workers are
dear to me. I have been
working with them for the
past 16 years, and I have
seen their commitment,
dedication and idealism,”
he added.

Asked whether his dif-
ference of opinion is with
the Congress’ high com-
mand or with the state
leadership of the party, he
evaded the question, saying
that he did not want to talk
about it now as the voting
in the Assembly byelection
is ongoing.

“I have disagreements
with Congress leadership”

Pune: Nine people, in-
cluding two children,
were killed and six oth-
ers were injured in a
collision between a
speeding car and a sta-
tionary pick-up truck
on the Jejuri-Morgaon
Road in Pune district,
said police today.

The accident took

place last night when a
speeding car hit a tem-
po on the Jejuri-Mor-
gaon road.

Four of the injured
are in critical condition,
said police.

The Prime Minister’s
Office expressed con-
dolences on the acci-
dent, posting on X:

“Deeply saddened
by the loss of lives due
to a road accident on
the Jejuri-Morgaon
road in Pune, Maha-
rashtra. Condolences to
those who have lost
their loved ones. May
the injured recover
soon.”

Nine killed in road accident
in Jejuri near Pune

Indore/Barwani: “Active collective partici-
pation is essential for the complete eradi-
cation of sickle cell disease. Its elimination
will only be possible through everyone’s
trust, support, and combined efforts,” stat-
ed Governor Mangubhai Patel. He was ad-
dressing a state-level conference in Bar-
wani on World Sickle Cell Day. Chief Minis-
ter Dr. Mohan Yadav virtually joined the
event from Indore.

During the conference, Deputy Chief
Minister Rajendra Shukla read a message
from President Droupadi Murmu to the
people of the state, along with a commen-
dation letter detailing the state govern-
ment’s efforts in sickle cell eradication. The
Governor lauded Prime Minister Narendra
Modi as a dedicated and sensitive leader
committed to the welfare and empower-
ment of tribal communities, asserting that
India is experiencing a “golden age of tribal
welfare” under his leadership. He praised
the state government’s commendable work
under the Sickle Cell Eradication Mission.

New medical college for 
Khargone: Chief Minister

Chief Minister Dr. Mohan Yadav high-

lighted a crucial societal shift: “In our soci-
ety, there’s a tradition of matching horo-
scopes before marriage. Now, the time has
come to also match the sickle cell genetic
cards of prospective brides and grooms.”
He emphasized that early detection signifi-
cantly improves control over the disease
and the chances of keeping patients

healthy, noting that a large number of the
state’s tribal population is affected. Dr. Ya-
dav then announced the establishment of a
new medical college in Khargone district,
which he believes will provide enhanced
healthcare benefits to the entire Nimar re-
gion.

(Contd on Page 12)

Governor calls for collective effort in Sickle Cell Eradication

Bhopal: Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister
Dr. Mohan Yadav today reaffirmed his
commitment to increasing the monthly
financial assistance for beneficiaries of
the Ladli Bahna Yojana to Rs 3,000 by
2028. In a video shared on social media
platform ‘X’ discussing the matter with
media, Dr. Yadav stated, “We promised
in our resolution letter to provide up to
Rs 3,000 monthly to our Ladli Bahnas.
We will fulfill this commitment pro-
gressively.” 

He highlighted the scheme’s progres-
sion: “As per our pledge, we initially pro-
vided Rs 1,000 per month. This amount
has now been increased to Rs 1,250
monthly. An additional Rs 250 will be giv-
en during Raksha Bandhan, and by Di-
wali, this amount will rise to Rs 1,500 per
month.” The Chief Minister assured that

this incremental increase will continue
annually, culminating in a monthly pay-
out of Rs 3,000 by 2028. 

Addressing accusations from the Con-
gress regarding the scheme, Dr. Yadav dis-
missed their claims, urging Congress
leaders to maintain decorum in their lan-
guage. 

He cited the over two-decade-old Sar-
la Mishra murder case from the previous
Congress rule, asserting, “these people
never respected women, yet they make
grand statements. They should first look
at themselves.” CM Mohan Yadav re-
leased the 25th installment of Ladli Ba-
hana Yojana in Jabalpur on Monday (June
16). This popular scheme was introduced
during the tenure of former Chief Minis-
ter Shivraj Singh Chouhan before the as-
sembly elections in 2023. 

CM Yadav vows to fulfill Ladli Bahna promise
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Two Pune universities among
world’s top 1000
Pune (UNI): Pune’s Savitribai Phule Pune Universi-
ty and Symbiosis University have moved up in the
prestigious Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) World Uni-
versity Rankings 2026.

The Savitribai Phule Pune University is ranked
566th, while Symbiosis University is ranked 696th.

“The QS World University 2026 Rankings bring
great news for our education sector. Our Govern-
ment is committed to furthering research and inno-
vation ecosystems for the benefit of India’s youth,”
the Prime Minister wrote in a post on X.

QS rankings are considered important at the
global level. More than 1,500 universities from
around the world are included in the 2026 rankings.
This year too, the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology in the US has maintained its top spot. QS
has noted that the rankings of about 500 universi-
ties have improved compared to last year.

Tirupati-bound Spicejet
flight returns to Hyderabad
after technical snag with
baggage door
Hyderabad: A Spicejet flight SG 2696
headed to Tirupati had to turn back
to Hyderabad’s Rajiv Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport on Thursday after the
pilots saw an issue with the baggage
door. The airline stated that the flight
“experienced an intermittent illumi-
nation of the AFT baggage door light
after take-off.”

According to a Spicejet spokesper-
son, the pilots noticed the baggage
door light was on after take-off and as
a precautionary measure, returned to
Hyderabad.

“On June 19, 2025, a SpiceJet Q400
aircraft operating the Hyderabad-
Tirupati flight experienced an inter-
mittent illumination of the AFT bag-
gage door light after take-off. Cabin
pressurisation remained normal
throughout. As a precautionary mea-
sure, the pilots decided to return to
Hyderabad,” the airline spokesper-
son said.
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