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New Delhi (UNI): BJP National Spokesper-
son Pradeep Bhandari today launched a
scathing attack on the Congress govern-
ment in Karnataka, alleging widespread ir-
regularities in the ongoing caste survey
and calling it a 'politically motivated exer-
cise' driven by Rahul Gandhi.

Citing reports from the ground, Bhan-
dari claimed that in several households
across Karnataka, government officials
have marked the survey as "completed"
despite not having interacted with the res-

idents.
"Locals are saying that they weren’t

even asked questions, and yet the govern-
ment has put up notices outside their
homes saying the survey is done. This is
nothing but a sham," he claimed.

Accusing Rahul Gandhi of using the
caste survey as a "political weapon",
Bhandari said the Congress party's intent
was never about public welfare.

This entire plan is a lie, a deception.
Everything for them is about politics. 

Bhandari slams Karnataka caste survey as sham

Imphal (UNI)
The Manipur government has decid-
ed to take up fresh security measures
following repeated attacks on farm-
ers and forcible seizure of grains by
suspected Kuki militants.

The state police today said in a

statement that in response to height-
ened concerns over security during
the ongoing farming season, the au-
thorities have significantly stepped
up safety measures across the state
to ensure protection of farmers and
prevent untoward incidents.

A high-level Combined Head-
quarters (CHO) meeting was con-
vened on June 28, chaired by the Se-
curity Advisor and attended by the
chief secretary, Director General of
Police (DGP), and senior officials of
security forces. The meeting focused
on reviewing and strengthening se-
curity protocols, particularly in the
wake of recent incidents in Phubala,
Bishnupur district.

As part of the security enhance-
ment, Manipur Police personnel
have been deployed at vulnerable
farming areas across both hill and
valley regions. 

Security scaled up after attacks
on farmers by Kuki militants

Bengaluru (UNI)
BJP MP Dr Nishikant Dubey today
claimed that a leadership change has
already been finalised within the
Karnataka Congress, alleging that
DK Shivakumar will replace Siddara-
maiah as Chief Minister by Novem-
ber this year.

In a statement posted on social
media, Dr Dubey said, “The deal for
Karnataka Congress has been fi-
nalised — in the month of Novem-
ber, DK Shivakumar will become the
new Chief Minister. Siddaramaiah
will be made to resign citing old age.”

Taking a swipe at Congress chief
Mallikarjun Kharge, he further
added, “Is it Mr Kharge’s turn next?
Are preparations underway to repeat
the ‘dhoti-pulling episode’ of
Sitaram Kesari at various places?”

The “dhoti-kand” remark was a
reference to the unceremonious re-
moval of former Congress chief
Sitaram Kesari in 1998, an episode

often cited by BJP leaders to criticise
the Gandhi family’s style of function-
ing within the party.

There has been no official re-
sponse yet from the Congress on Dr
Dubey’s remarks. 

However, AICC general secretary
Randeep Singh Surjewala denied any
imminent leadership change in Kar-
nataka, where Siddaramaiah and
Shivakumar have long been seen as
leading rival camps within the state
unit.

Dubey claims Shivakumar to
replace Siddaramaiah in Nov

Jaipur (UNI)
The intermittent war of
words between the ruling
BJP leaders and the
Rashtriya Loktantrik Par-
ty supremo, sitting Na-
gaur MP Hanuman Beni-
wal, turned bitter and
personal with Minister of
State for Home Jawahar
Singh Bedham taking se-
rious exception to utter-
ances made by Beniwal
against Chief Minister
Bhajan Lal Sharma and
the MoS.

In a statement issued
last evening, Minister Bed-
ham said- "It is not befit-
ting for a four-timer legis-
lator and a two term Lok
Sabha member to lose his
cool and make indecent

remarks against the in-
cumbent Chief Minister
and other leaders."

The Home Minister
said that last weekend
Beniwal visited Bharatpur
district - the home town of
CM Sharma and MoS Bed-
ham - to address a Jat con-
gregation. 

However, he lost his
cool by seeing poor gath-
ering in the sammelan.

In a speech laced with
satirical quips the MP
made remarks that reflect-
ed his "ignorance about
the historic roles of Ra-
jasthan's real heroes, in-
cluding the Jat King of
Bharatpur Maharaja Suraj
Mal, Maharana Pratap and
Panna Dhai.

War of words between Rajasthan
BJP leaders and RLP chief Beniwal
turns personal and bitter

New Delhi (UNI)
A panel of doctors from
the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS),
Delhi, today sought to
clear the air on the efficacy
of Covid-19 vaccines, af-
firming that there was no
credible link between the
vaccines and sudden
deaths, including those at-
tributed to heart attacks.

According to the doc-
tors, such incidents were
more likely to be tied to
lifestyle factors and co-
morbities, including
smoking and excessive al-
cohol consumption,

rather than the Covid jabs.
Their assertion came a

day after the Union Min-
istry of Health and Family
Welfare issued a statement
following Karnataka chief
minister Siddaramaiah or-
dered a study on the rea-
sons behind sudden deaths
among young people in the
state, and to see if the
Covid-19 vaccines could
have any adverse effects.

The Health Ministry
had dismissed any link be-
tween the vaccines and
the increasing cases of
sudden fatalities due to
heart attacks.

AIIMS panel dismisses link
between Covid-19 jabs and
sudden heart attack deaths

Calcutta (UNI)
The Calcutta High Court on Thurs-
day directed the West Bengal govern-
ment to submit a detailed progress
report and produce the case diary
within seven days in connection
with the alleged gang-rape of a first-
year law student from South Calcut-
ta Law College.

The directive was issued by a divi-
sion bench comprising Justice
Soumen Sen and Justice Smita Das
during the initial hearing of three
public interest litigations (PILs) de-
manding a CBI probe into the June
25 incident.

However, the court was informed
by the victim’s parents who were pre-
sent during the proceedings that
they currently support the ongoing
investigation by the city police and
are not in favour of a CBI inquiry at

this stage.
The next hearing is scheduled for

July 10. The bench has also asked the
state and the college authorities to
file their respective affidavits before
that date.

The case, which was first regis-
tered at Kasba police station, saw
rapid developments. Within 24 hours

of the FIR being filed, three suspects
were arrested. They are Monojit
Mishra, an ex-student; and Jaib
Ahmed and Pramit Mukhopadhyay,
both senior students of the same in-
stitution.

Initial investigation was carried
out by the local police before it was
transferred to a Special Investigation
Team led by an officer of ACP rank.
On Wednesday, the Detective De-
partment of Kolkata Police formally
took over the probe and invoked ad-
ditional charges, including kidnap-
ping and assault with dangerous
weapons.

According to investigators, the as-
sault reportedly took place inside the
guard’s room in the college premises.
Mishra is accused of committing the
rape, while Ahmed and Mukhopad-
hyay allegedly abetted the crime.

HC seeks detailed report in law student
gang-rape case, next hearing on July 10

Chennai (UNI)
Having asserted his primacy in the
NDA in Tamil Nadu and making it
clear that it would be an AIADMK
government and not a coalition gov-
ernment post the 2026 assembly
election as claimed by Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, AIADMK Gener-
al Secretary Edappadi K Palaniswami
(EPS) has extended an invite to the
saffron party to join his state-wide
mass contact programme com-
mencing from July 7.

The AIADMK leader is scheduled
to launch the first phase of his mass
outreach, christened as ‘Makkalai
Kappom, Thamizgaththai Meetpom’
(To save people and redeem TN),
from Mettupalayam, an assembly

segment in Coimbatore district.
Burying the differences that have

cropped up over the debunking of

Dravidian icons at the Sangh Parivar
organised ‘Conference of Murugan
Devotees’ in Madurai and the fre-
quent clamour of a coalition govern-
ment with saffron participation, the
AIADMK has invited the BJP to par-
ticipate in the inaugural event of the
campaign.

Accepting the invite, BJP state
president Nainar Nagendran, state
general secretary AP Muruganan-
dam and others will be in attendance
and share the dais with EPS at Met-
tupalayam.

Moreover, local BJP functionaries
and cadre are expected to participate
throughout the campaign at assem-
bly segments-wise, the first phase of
which will conclude in Thanjavur
district.

EPS to launch AIADMK’s state-wide campaign
from July 7, extends invite to national ally, BJP

New Delhi (UNI)
The Congress today leveled serious
allegations against the Election
Commission of India (ECI), claiming
that deliberate attempts are being
made to compromise the integrity of
the electoral process, and accused it
of acting as a “pawn” in this process.

Addressing a media conference at
the AICC headquarters here, Con-
gress spokesperson Pawan Khera
along with Bihar Congress chief Ra-
jesh Kumar and Bihar in-charge Kr-
ishna Allavaru alleged that the top
poll body is being misused to under-
mine the fundamental right to vote
and that efforts are underway to re-
draw the entire voter list in Bihar.

“It’s shocking that when the
Leader of the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha, Rahul Gandhi or the Con-
gress president and Leader of the
Opposition in the Rajya Sabha,

Mallikarjun Kharge, make legitimate
demands — such as sharing the vot-
er list or providing footage from the
day of voting — the Commission re-
mains silent for months,” Khera said.

He said the Commission’s swift
move to redraw the entire voter list
of Bihar within just a month raises
serious questions about priorities

and transparency. Highlighting the
party’s attempts to engage with the
Commission, Khera alleged that
when Congress representatives seek
meetings with the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC), they are met
with a “hostile tone”.

“We are told — ‘This is the new
Election Commission, the new nor-

mal’ — and that the CEC will decide
which Congress leader they wish to
meet,” he claimed.

Khera further alleged that the
Chief Election Commissioner has
initiated a concerning trend of
“planting stories” by messaging se-
lect journalists, assuming such tac-
tics will go unnoticed.

Congress accuses ECI of voter 
suppression ahead of Bihar polls

Nine members of
gang held in
Hazaribagh with arms
Hazaribagh: The Hazaribagh police
today arrested nine members of the
notorious Uttam Yadav gang who
were allegedly planning a serious
criminal act in the St. Columba’s Col-
lege Road area of the city. The arrests
were made following a swift re-
sponse to a tip-off received by the
district police on July 2.

Acting on the intelligence, police
launched a special operation under
the leadership of SDPO Sadar Amit
Anand. During intensified anti-
crime checking near the bus stand, a
black motorcycle followed by an SUV
was spotted. When signaled to stop,
the suspects tried to flee through a
muddy path. Police teams quickly
surrounded the area and nabbed
seven suspects.

During interrogation, the accused
confessed to being active members
of the Uttam Yadav gang.

Opposition misleading people on Special Intensive
Revision of Electoral rolls in Bihar: Mangal
Patna: Senior BJP leader and Bihar Health Minister Mangal Pandey alleged
today that opposition parties were misleading people on Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of Electoral rolls in Bihar, saying only false impression on the
issue was being created by them. Pandey said here that SIR of electoral
rolls,was not the first exercise of any sort, being carried out in Bihar as sim-
ilar revision of voters list was also conducted in the year 2003. Opposition
leaders were misleading the people that such a massive exercise could not
be completed within 31 days but they should know the fact that earlier such
exercise was also carried out in 31 days as well, he pointed out.

23rd Regional meet
of OPCW concludes
in New Delhi
New Delhi: The Organiza-
tion for the Prohibition of
Chemical Weapons, a
prime implementing body
of the Chemical Weapons
Convention, had orga-
nized its Asia meeting in
New Delhi from July 1-3.
India is an official member
of the OPCW. 

National Authority
Chemical Weapons Con-
vention (NACWC) is re-
sponsible for organizing
the convention in India.
The Indian Chemical
Council (ICC) works close-
ly with NACWC to imple-
ment the standards set by
the governing OPCW.
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