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Kolkata (UNI)
A local Trinamool Congress (TMC)
leader was shot dead on Thursday
night in the Bhangar area of West
Bengal’s South 24 Parganas district,
triggering tension in the locality.

According to the police, the vic-
tim, 38-year-old Rajjak Khan, was

the president of the TMC’s
Chaltaberia unit and was a close aide
of Canning East MLA Saokat Molla.

Khan was returning home after
attending a party meeting when
unidentified assailants attacked him
near Siristala, under the jurisdiction
of the Kashipur police station, police

said.
“A preliminary investigation in-

dicates that Khan was shot thrice
and stabbed multiple times, in-
cluding a fatal neck wound, sug-
gesting a deliberate attempt to en-
sure his death,” a senior police offi-
cer said.

TMC leader shot dead in West Bengal’s Bhangar

Shimla (UNI)
The death toll due to heavy mon-
soon rains in Himachal Pradesh has
risen to 91, with 34 people still miss-
ing and 131 others injured.

The State Emergency Operation
Centre (SEOC) confirmed that Man-
di district is the worst affected, re-
porting 15 deaths and over 290 peo-
ple rescued from rain-hit areas.

The state recorded 31 incidents of
flash floods, 22 cloudbursts and 17
major landslides have caused large-
scale destruction across the state,

damaging houses, roads, and public
infrastructure.

More than 534 people have been
shifted to 16 relief camps set up in
various districts. So far, 824 houses
have been completely destroyed,
and 14 bridges have suffered serious
damage.

A major hydroelectric project has
also been hit. The state has suffered a
big loss in livestock as well, with 849
cattle dead and 622 cowsheds dam-
aged in the rain-related incidents.

Road connectivity remains badly

disrupted as 223 roads are blocked
across the state. Mandi district alone
has reported 166 road closures, in-
cluding the important
Mandi–Dharampur highway (NH-
003).

Power and water supply services
have also taken a hit, with 151 elec-
tricity transformers out of service. As
many as 812 water supply schemes
have been affected — 603 in Kangra
district and 204 in Mandi.

In the last 24 hours, Murari Devi
received the heaviest rainfall at 68.2
mm, followed by Pandoh with 45
mm and Mandi with 35.8 mm.

Hamirpur recorded the highest
maximum temperature at 32.6°C,
while Kukumseri was the coldest at
9.4°C. The weather department has
warned of more heavy to very heavy
rainfall in isolated parts of the state
over the next week.

Among the worst-hit regions,
Thunag in Mandi district reported
damage to 397 houses, death of 789
cattle, and collapse of six bridges.
Karsog saw the destruction of 60
houses, one death, and five bridges
being washed away. In Gohar, nine
people were swept away in flash
floods, and so far, four bodies have
been recovered.

Monsoon rain claims 91
lives in Himachal

TN will rise
together, not bow
to Delhi: Stalin
Chennai: Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister and DMK Presi-
dent M K Stalin today
flayed the BJP-led Union
government for non release
of funds and its proposed
delimitation exercise based
on current population that
could reduce the state’s
Parlimentary’s representa-
tion and said TN will rise
together not bow to Delhi.

He said though TN leads
in population control and
was empowering women
with dignity and delivering
education and healthcare
for all, it gets nothing in re-
turn from the Centre.

TN’s voice was being
pushed out of Parliament
because the state did the
right thing that threatens
Delhi.

Many leaders from
Sharad Pawar’s
NCP and ‘Prahar’
join BJP in Latur
Mumbai: In a major politi-
cal development in Latur
district, several prominent
leaders from the Sharad
Pawar-led NCP faction and
the ‘Prahar’ organization,
including former President
of Chakur Nagar Panchayat
Kapil Makne, joined the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) here today. The in-
duction ceremony was held
at the BJP state headquar-
ters today, where Maha-
rashtra BJP President
Ravindra Chavan wel-
comed the new entrants in-
to the party.

Among the key figures
who joined the BJP were
Kapil Makne (former munic-
ipal head and Prahar leader)
and Nilkanth Mirkale,
Chairman of the Agricul-
tural Produce Market Com-
mittee (APMC) and a leader
from the Sharad Pawar fac-
tion. Dr. Govind Makne and
Laxman Dandime, Vice Pres-
ident of Chakur APMC also
joined BJP.
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