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Bhopal: Deputy Chief Minister Ra-
jendra Shukla met with a delegation
from the United Nations Population
Fund (UNFPA) on Wednesday to
discuss strengthening maternal and
child health services in Madhya
Pradesh. Stressing that this is a key
government priority, Shukla called
for coordinated efforts with devel-
opment partners to improve health
outcomes across the state.

The Deputy CM highlighted the
government’s ongoing initiatives to
reduce Infant Mortality Rate (IMR)
and Maternal Mortality Rate
(MMR). These include promoting
institutional deliveries, improving
labor room management, ensuring
regular antenatal care check-ups,

and enhancing the skills and com-
munication abilities of frontline
health workers like ASHA (Accredit-

ed Social Health Activist) workers.
Dr. Saloni Sidana, Mission Direc-

tor of the National Health Mission,

explained that UNFPA is a vital
partner in the “ASHA Samvad” ini-
tiative, which uses a YouTube chan-
nel to connect with and train over
66,000 ASHA workers. The meeting
also explored leveraging modern
technology and online training to
improve the state’s health indica-
tors.

Andrea M. Wojnar, UNFPA India’s
representative, presented the “State
of the World 2025” report and af-
firmed the organization’s commit-
ment to supporting the govern-
ment’s efforts. The discussion un-
derscored the collec-
tive resolve to empow-
er health workers and
improve community-
level healthcare deliv-
ery through innovative
partnerships.

Government prioritizes mother and child health: Deputy CM Shukla

By Kanhaiya Lodhi
Bhopal: Passengers in Madhya
Pradesh, who have been with-
out state-operated bus services
for over two decades, can soon
look forward to traveling in a
new fleet of luxury buses. The
state’s transport department is
preparing to launch a Public-
Private Partnership (PPP) model
to re-establish a controlled pub-
lic transport system, aiming to
curb the monopoly of private
operators. This ambitious plan
will make Madhya Pradesh the
first state in the country to oper-
ate a public transport service
under the provisions of Chapter
6 of the Motor Vehicles Act,
1988.

A new system for 
better connectivity

The “Mukhyamantri Sugam
Parivahan Seva Yojana” (Chief
Minister’s Easy Transport Ser-
vice Scheme) will see the estab-
lishment of a holding company,
the Madhya Pradesh Passenger
Transport and Infrastructure
Limited. This main entity will
oversee seven subsidiary com-
panies, each responsible for
managing bus operations in a
specific region. The first buses
will begin operating in Ujjain,
followed by Indore, Bhopal, Ja-

balpur, Gwalior, Rewa, and
Sagar.

Under this new model, the
state government will grant per-
mits to private operators to run
buses on designated routes. A
crucial aspect of this plan is that
no other operator will be al-
lowed to run buses on the same
routes, ensuring a monopoly for
the contracted private compa-
nies and providing a stable and
reliable service for commuters.

A Tech-Driven
approach to safety

The government will main-
tain complete control over the
operation of these buses
through a new State Command
Control Center. This high-tech
center will monitor bus speeds
and even detect if a driver is
dozing off, issuing real-time
warnings to prevent accidents.
In case of a technical break-
down or an accident, the center
can dispatch help or a replace-
ment bus quickly, significantly
improving passenger safety and
service reliability. This ad-
vanced system is designed to
revolutionize the state’s public
transport by combining private-
sector efficiency with govern-
ment oversight and technologi-
cal innovation.

Madhya Pradesh to revamp Public 
Transport with Public-Private 
Partnership Luxury Buses

Bhopal: Divisional Com-
missioner Sanjeev Singh
emphasized the need for
prioritizing the construc-
tion of the Surbhi
Gaushala in Barkheri Ob-
dullah. During a review
meeting held at the Com-
missioner’s office, Singh
outlined the importance
of timely and quality
work, urging that all in-
ter-departmental coordi-
nation should be seam-
less to avoid any obsta-
cles. He said that the
Bhoomi Pujan for the
Gaushala was conducted
by the CM, marking it as a
crucial project in the
CM’s agenda.

Singh insisted that no

resources should be
spared in completing the
construction, which is
budgeted at Rs 14 crore
48 lakh. The first phase
aims to accommodate a
total of 10,000 cows,
with four sheds de-
signed to house 2,000
cows—500 in each
shed—along with open
spaces in front. Special
facilities for sick cows
will also be included,
featuring an ICU and a
general ward. Additional
structures such as a fod-
der shed, calf shed, wa-
ter tank, and sump will
be constructed, along-

side offices and resi-
dences for staff.

The meeting was at-
tended by Joint Commis-
sioner (Development)
Vinod Yadav, Swami
Achyutanand Maharaj,
and officials from various
departments, including
MPEB, PHE, Municipal
Corporation, Smart City,
and Veterinary services,
all collaborating to en-
sure the project’s success.

Commissioner stresses timely
completion of Surbhi Gaushala

Bhopal: The disappearance of
Archana Tiwari, a woman from Kat-
ni, has taken a dramatic turn after
she was located by the GRP (Gov-
ernment Railway Police) near the
Nepal border in Lakhimpur Kheri,
Uttar Pradesh. According to SP
Rahul Lodha, Tiwari, now safe with
her family, had meticulously orches-
trated her own vanishing act to es-

cape a marriage proposal she felt
pressured into.

A web of deception
Tiwari confessed to police that

she was mentally distressed by her
family’s insistence on an arranged
marriage with a village official. To
escape, she devised a complex plan
involving two friends, Saransh

Jogchandra and Tejender Singh.
On August 7th, Tiwari boarded a

train, the Narmada Express. With
help from her accomplice Tejender,
who knew the station’s camera-free
zones, she disembarked on the out-
skirts of the Itarsi station before the
train arrived. She met Saransh and
fled, traveling to Hyderabad for
three days. As media coverage of her

“disappearance” grew, the pair fled
to Delhi and then to Kathmandu,
Nepal, where Saransh helped her get
a local SIM card to communicate via
WhatsApp calls.

An exhaustive manhunt
The GRP, however, launched an

exhaustive search that spanned two
states. They scoured over 2,000
CCTV camera feeds, contacted po-
lice at 12 railway stations, and con-
ducted joint search operations with
the SDRF and forest department
along the Narmada River and in
nearby forests. The investigation
eventually led them to Saransh,
who, after questioning, revealed Ti-
wari’s location.

Tiwari confirmed to the police
that she faked her disappearance to
avoid an unwanted marriage. The
police have not yet filed any crimi-
nal charges against her. After the
prolonged search, she has been
safely handed over to her family.

The runaway bride found at Nepal border

NOMINATED AUTHORITY, MINISTRY OF COAL,
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

120, F-Wing, 1st Floor, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi-110001. 011-23384106 
"Imitation of Bids for Auction of Coal Mines / Blocks for Sale of Coal" 
In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 4 (1) and 4 (2)
of the Coal Mines (Special Provisions) Act, 2015 and Section
11A of the Mines and Minerals (Development and
Regulation) Act, 1957 and in accordance with the Rules made
thereunder, the Government of India has directed the
Nominated Authority to undertake the auction of Coal
mines/ blocks under 23rd Tranche of Auction under CM (SP)
Act, 2015 & 13th Tranche of Auction under MMDR Act, 1957
and under Second Attempt of 22nd Tranche of Auction under
CM(SP) Act, 2015 & Second Attempt of 12th Tranche of
Auction under MMDR Act, 1957. The Tender process has
been launched on Thursday, the 21st August, 2025. Tender
Document and other details can he accessed on
https://www.mstcecommeree.com/auctionhome. coalblock/indcx.jsp

CBC 04107/11/0001/2526

Archana Tiwari faking her disappearance to avoid marriage▼

Contracts will be made with private operators▼
WCR achieves record
freight loading, revenue
Bhopal: The West Central
Railway (WCR) has reported
a strong financial perfor-
mance for the first four
months of the current fiscal
year, driven by a significant
increase in freight traffic.
The zone has hauled nearly
19 million tons of freight,
generating a total revenue of
over Rs 1,953 crore between
April and July 2025. This
achievement marks a no-
table improvement over the
same period last year, with a
7% rise in freight loading and
an 8% increase in revenue.
The impressive growth is a
direct result of continuous
monitoring and strategic ef-
forts by senior officials from
the commercial and opera-
tions departments across the
Jabalpur, Bhopal, and Kota
divisions.

A key factor in this success
has been the substantial
growth in specific commodi-
ties. Food grain loading saw a
remarkable surge of 33%,
while coal loading increased
by over 19%. The railway
zone also reported double-
digit growth in clinker load-
ing and a healthy rise in con-
tainer and cement transport.

Courtesy visit by UNFPA India delegation to Mantralaya Bhopal▼
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