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Mumbai, (UNI)
Cheteshwar Pujara

called time on his interna-
tional career via a post on
social media.

Cricket pundits and for-
mer players led the way in
tributes for India’s former
no.3 Test star Pujara.

The former India inter-
national received several
plaudits on his international
career. Leading the way was
India's Test captain Shub-
man Gill.

"Thank you pujji bhai
@cheteshwar1," Gill said.

India head coach Gau-
tam Gambhir applauded
the batter’s fighting spirit.

"He stood tall when the
storm raged, he fought
when hope was fading. Con-
gratulations Pujji @chetesh-
war1," Gambhir said.

Anil Kumble, who
coached India between 2016

and 2017, commended Pu-
jara for his on-field contri-
butions.

"Congratulations on a
fantastic career!You have
been a great ambassador of
this wonderful game
@cheteshwar1 We are all
proud of all your achieve-
ments on the cricket field.
You gave it your all for the
team! It was a privilege to

have worked with you and
may you continue to shine
in your second innings! Best
wishes to you, Puja , Aditi
and your Dad. Well Done!!"
he said.

Cricket commentator
Harsha Bhogle recalled that
Pujara played with “class
and dignity” and that the
batter gave his very best for
India.

"You have been a symbol
of everything Indian cricket
stands for @cheteshwar1.
You were tough, an absolute
fighter, you played with
class and dignity and every-
time you were on the field,
you did your best for India.
As followers, we could not
have asked for more. Indian
fans will stand up and clap
wherever they are today,"
Bhogle said.

Former India batter VVS
Laxman recalled Pujara’s
gritty Gabba knock in 2021,
during which he overcame
hostile pace bowling to help
India secure a historic win.
"From the time I first saw
Pujara and his potential, it
was brilliant to see that po-
tential translating into per-
formance. 

His courage, grit and de-
termination stood out and
the body blows that he took

in the Gabba test we won
against Australia symbolised
Pujara the cricketer for me,
willing to give everything he
has for his country. Well
done @cheteshwar1 and
wish you a happy and joy-
ous second innings," he
said.

Former India interna-
tional Suresh Raina also
congratulated Pujara on his
prolific career.

The 37-year-old ended as
India’s eighth-highest run-
getter in the Test format,
with 7,195 runs at an aver-
age of 43.60 with 19 cen-
turies to his name.

The batter who was cru-
cial during India’s prolific
Test run during the late
2010s, was known for his
fighting knocks in adverse
conditions and his ability to
soak in the pressure through
classic Test match batting. 

Tributes pour in for Pujara after retirement

Srinagar, (UNI) 
Deleep Kumar, jury head at the Khelo

India Water Sports Festival 2025 (KIWSF),
in an exclusive interaction with UNI said
that the two-day water sports festival be-
ing held in Srinagar has seen participants
clock impressive timings that is not too
far from national record holders.

Kumar, who won gold in rowing in the
Asian Championships in 1989, said that
the Khelo India Water Sports Festival
aims to broaden India's talent pool by
developing a new generation of players.

"Senior players go for the nationals. In
this tournament we are targeting giving a
chance to the second rung players. And
what is encouraging is that these new
players are clocking time that is not that
far behind the senior players, for exam-
ple local boy Mohsin Ali."

Kumar said that while India aims to

host the Olympics in 2036, it should im-
prove its performance at the tourna-
ment; at least qualify for as many events
as possible.

"Our immediate aim is qualifying for
the Olympics. We have not qualified for a
kayaking event in the past 30 years. We
need to qualify regularly before hosting
the event."

He agreed that water sports equip-
ment is very expensive as they are all im-
ported, but Indian equipments can serve
as substitute for the juniors

"An India-made Kayak 1 (single per-
son) boat costs Rs 30,000, while a similar
imported boat costs Rs 5 lakhs. For Indi-
an camp players naturally foreign made
boats shall be used, but for beginners at
the nodal centers India-made boats will
be used so that a large number of players
can practice. 

Kolkata, (UNI)
Indian Super League

(ISL) club NorthEast United
FC thumped Diamond Har-
bour FC by a 6-1 scoreline at
the Vivekananda Yuba
Bharati Krirangan here on
Saturday night

in the Durand Cup final.
With this commanding

win, the Highlanders suc-
cessfully defended the Du-
rand Cup title under the
stewardship of Juan Pedro
Benali.

NorthEast United FC
took control early, striking
twice in the first half.
Asheer Akhtar (30’) opened
the scoring before Parthib
Gogoi (45 1’) doubled the
advantage on the stroke of
half-time.

The Highlanders kicked
off the second half with
more attacking intent. Thoi
Singh found himself on the
scoresheet to make it 3-0
with a simple tap-in in the

50th minute.
Diamond Harbour FC

scored what proved to be a
consolation goal in the 68th
minute when Luka Majcen
deflected in a header from

Jobby Justin.
Spanish duo Jairo Sam-

perio (81’) and Andy Ro-
driguez (85’) joined the par-
ty for the Highlanders with
quick-fire goals as North-

East United FC increased
the lead. Tournament top-
scorer Alaaeddine Ajaraie
then capped off a brilliant
night, coolly converting a
penalty in stoppage time
(90 3’) to seal the historic
victory.

Ajaraie, who finished the
tournament with eight
goals, was at the heart of
everything in the final, not
only scoring but also pro-
viding three assists to un-
derline his all-around im-
pact, deservedly winning
the Golden Ball and the
Golden Boot awards.

The Highlanders' goal-
keeper, Gurmeet Singh, has
also won the coveted Gold-
en Glove award for back-to-
back years.

NEUFC beat Diamond Harbour FC 6-1 in Durand Cup final & retains title

Jalandhar, (UNI) 
Hockey Haryana emerged as

champions of the 15th Hockey In-
dia Junior Men National Champi-
onship 2025 as they defeated
Hockey Association of Odisha 3-2
here.

Hockey Punjab won their
3rd/4th Place match against Uttar
Pradesh Hockey 4-3 in shootout
after a 3-3 draw over the four quar-
ters to clinch the bronze medal.

In the final on Saturday, both
sides couldn't be separated initial-
ly as they exchanged possession
but failed to find an opening goal.

In the second quarter, Hockey
Association of Odisha showcased
brilliant skill by converting two
successive penalty corners cour-
tesy of Deepak Pradhan (17') and
Pratap Toppo (19') to take a com-
fortable lead in the final.

The scores remained the same
in the third quarter, but Hockey
Haryana turned the game on its
head in the final quarter of the
match.

Chirag (50') scored his side's
first goal through a penalty corner
and in the very next minute, his

teammate Nitin (51', 60') scored a
field goal to level the game.

Moments later in the final
minute of the match, Nitin skillful-
ly dribbled past two defenders and
fired a shot from distance to score
the winning goal for Hockey
Haryana and claim the champi-
onship.

In the 3rd/4th Place Match, Ut-
tar Pradesh Hockey scored early in
the first quarter as Satyam Pandey
(8') converted a penalty corner to
open the scoring. 

Hockey Punjab replied with two
goals in the second quarter by
Lovenoor Singh (21') and Japnit
Singh (28', 59') to take the lead.

The third quarter saw the tide
shift to Uttar Pradesh Hockey as
Ujjwal Pal (48') and Fahad Khan
(57') scored to take the lead again.
With seconds left on the clock.

In the last minute, Hockey Pun-
jab's Japnit Singh scored a penalty
stroke to push the game into a
shootout.

Charanjeet Singh, Lovenoor
Singh, Om Rajnesh Saini and Sun-
ny were the goalscorers for Hock-
ey Punjab in the shootout.

Hockey Haryana clinch Junior
Men National Championship title

Venus defies age to play
singles at US Open
New York, (UNI): Forty-five years old Venus Williams’ return
to the US Open singles arena after a two-year absence has
stirred the tennis world, with much attention on her age, but
fellow players and fans believe her iconic status outweighs
numbers on paper.

Williams, who will face 2023 French Open runner-up
Karolina Muchova under the lights at Arthur Ashe Stadium on
August 25, is competing in a Grand Slam singles match for the
first time since 2022. Her comeback follows surgery for uterine
fibroids and a 16-month break from competitive play.

“It’s really inspiring,” said four-time Grand Slam champion
Naomi Osaka. “I don’t like that every headline mentions her
age. What matters more is how much of a legend she is in this
sport.”

Widely recognised as a pioneer of equal prize money and as
one of the greatest athletes of all time, Venus presence contin-
ues to resonate beyond the court.

Frances Tiafoe, two-time US Open semifinalist, described
her and sister Serena as “so iconic, not just for women’s tennis
but for sports as a whole.”

The Williams sisters’ story remains one of the most remark-
able in tennis: trained by their self-taught father, both rose to
World No. 1 rankings, with Serena collecting 23 major singles
titles and Venus herself winning seven Grand Slam singles tro-
phies, including two at the US Open and five at Wimbledon.
Together, the sisters also clinched 14 women’s doubles majors
and two in mixed doubles.

Coco Gauff, who defeated Venus at Wimbledon in 2019 as a
15-year-old, has often said her career was made possible by
Venus pathbreaking journey.

Coimbatore,(UNI)
Strong outfit Indi-

an Bank and Kerala
State Electricity
Board

(KSEB) recorded
contrasting wins to
start their campaign
in style in the 59th
PSG Trophy All India
Basketball  tourna-
ment here today.

While Indian Bank
humbled Rajalakshmi
Mills HSA 97-73,
KSEB stretched their
every sinew to edge
past a fighting Indian
Army 71-69 by a nar-
row margin of two
points. In other

matches, IAF defeat
Bank of Baroda (BoB)
85-74 and fancied In-

dian Overseas Bank
(IOB) defeated Indian
Navy 80-73 in a close

contest. Results : In-
dian Bank 97 (Bala
Dhaneshwar 20,
Pranav Prince 20,
Hari Ram 17) bt
RLMHSA 73 (Sanchay
Vishnu 29, Vinith Ku-
mar 15, Manikandan
1). KSEB 71 (Sarath
Krishna 18, Grego
Mathew 12) bt Indian
Army 69 ( Jeethandar
Singh 15, Sahil 15).
IAF 85 (Himanshu 31,
Ajay 17) bt BoB 74
(Aoron Monterio 17,
Anil Kumar 15,
Pratyanshu Tomar
and Arvind 15
each).Forth Match
(Court -2).

New York, (UNI)
Tennis icon Roger Fed-

erer has become the sev-
enth billionaire athlete in
history, according to esti-
mates published by
Forbes.

The Swiss star, who re-
tired from the sport in
2022, is now believed to
have a net worth of USD
1.1 billion, boosted by his
minority stake in Swiss
shoe and apparel brand
On, reports CNN.

Having collected around
USD 1 billion in off-court
endeavours during his
playing career, Federer was
tennis’ highest-paid player
for 16 straight years despite
earning less in prize money
than rivals Novak Djokovic
and Rafael Nadal.

In 2020, he earned USD
106.3 million before tax,
more than any other athlete

in the world.
Federer becomes tennis’

second billionaire, follow-
ing Romanian player Ion
?iriac, who won the 1970
French Open men’s doubles
championship and began
investing after the fall of
communism.

Also on the list are bas-
ketball stars Michael Jor-
dan, Magic Johnson and
LeBron James, as well as

Milwaukee Bucks sixth
man Junior Bridgeman.

Golf player Tiger Woods
rounds out the list and joins
James as the only players to
have become billionaires
while still competing in
their sports.

Spanish tennis sensa-
tion Carlos Alcaraz was
named by Forbes on Friday
as the highest-paid active
tennis player over the last

12 months for the second
year in a row, having
earned USD 48.3 million.

Only Federer, Djokovic
and Naomi Osaka have
ever earned more in a sin-
gle year.

Jannik Sinner, who is the
men’s world No 1 and
whose burgeoning rivalry
with Alcaraz is increasingly
shaping the sport, is sec-
ond on the list. He made
USD 7.3 million, almost
double the USD 26.6 mil-
lion he earned in the 12
months prior.

The Italian earned USD
20.3 million directly from
tennis this year, the third
highest total since Forbes’
records began, and signifi-
cantly more than Alcaraz.
Only Djokovic, in Forbes’
2016 and 2019 lists, has ever
earned more directly from
the sport in a single year.

Indian Bank, KSEB register contrasting wins in
All India Basketball tourney

Tennis icon Roger Federer becomes seventh ever billionaire athlete, Forbes

Kabul, (UNI)
With the ICC T20 World Cup 2026 fast ap-

proaching, Afghanistan is all set to build their
squad for the marquee tournament in India
and Sri Lanka with a host of T20I outings.

After the T20I tri-series against Pakistan and
the UAE and the Asia Cup assignment,
Afghanistan will host Bangladesh for a white-
ball series consisting of three ODIs and three
T20Is from

October 2 to 14 in the UAE.
The series will commence with the T20I leg

on October 2, followed by the three-match ODI
series beginning on October 8.

Naseeb Khan, CEO of the Afghanistan
Cricket Board and Nizamuddin Chowdhury,
the BCB CEO look forward to the much-antici-
pated series and to strengthen the relationship
between the two countries

Naseeb Khan said, "We are proud to host
Bangladesh in this highly anticipated series."

"This tour highlights the strength of our
partnership and our joint commitment to de-
livering world-class cricket experiences, even
in neutral venues. Fans can look forward to ex-
citing matches and top-level competition," he
said. While Nizamuddin Chowdhury, the BCB
CEO stated, “We look forward to taking on
Afghanistan in what promises to be a competi-
tive and exciting white-ball series in the UAE.

"This tour not only presents valuable com-
petition following the Asia Cup but also reflects
the mutual respect and strong relationship be-
tween our two cricket boards," he added. The
upcoming tri-series against the UAE and Pak-
istan will be Afghanistan's first T20I series this
year while Bangladesh after their successful
T20I series against Sri Lanka and Pakistan, will
be taking on Netherlands in a three-match T20I
series, an ICC report said.

Rajgir, (UNI) 
The Japan Men’s Hockey

Team arrived in Bihar late
on Saturday night ahead of
the prestigious Asia Cup
Rajgir, Bihar 2025.

Despite being a consis-
tent contender, Japan has
finished fourth on five oc-
casions in the tourna-
ment’s history but is yet to
claim a podium finish. This
time, they will be deter-
mined to break the jinx and
secure a top-three spot.

Currently ranked 18th in
the FIH World Rankings,
Japan has been drawn into
Pool A alongside hosts In-
dia, China, and Kaza-
khstan. They will begin
their campaign against
Kazakhstan on August 29,
before facing hosts India in
what promises to be a high-
voltage encounter on Au-

gust 31. 
In their final Pool match,

Japan will take on China on
September 1.

After the team’s arrival,
Japan Captain Raiki Fu-
jishima stated, “We are
thrilled to be here in Rajgir

for our very first tourna-
ment in this city. 

Our primary target is to
secure qualification for the
2026 World Cup by winning
the Asia Cup 2025, and for
that we are determined to
play with full fighting spir-

it. 
The team is motivated to

give its best and showcase
top-level hockey through-
out the tournament.”

“Without a doubt, our
toughest test will be
against India.

They are the highest-
ranked team in this compe-
tition and will also have the
advantage of strong home
support. But we believe in
our abilities, and we are
confident of breaking
through this time and fin-
ishing on the podium,” he
concluded.

Matches will be live on
Sony Sports Network.
Hockey fans in USA, UK,
Netherlands, Europe and
North America can watch
the Hero Asia Cup Rajgir
Bihar 2025 live on
Watch.Hockey.

Japan Hockey Team touchdown in Bihar for Men's Asia Cup Rajgir, BiharAfghanistan to host Bangladesh for white-ball bilateral tour

KIWSF 2025 seeing strong competition, players
clocked impressive timings: Jury Head
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