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Private Bus catches
fire near Kashedi Ghat

Ratnagiri: A major accident was
averted early morning near
Kashedi tunnel when a private
passenger bus travelling from
Mumbai to Malvan caught fire
due to an overheated tyre. The
bus, carrying around 50 passen-
gers headed to Konkan for the
Ganesh festival, was completely
gutted in the blaze. The incident
occurred when most passengers
were asleep. The driver noticed
smoke and flames near the tyre
and immediately stopped the
bus, safely evacuating all pas-
sengers.

Pregnant woman
brutally murdered
by husband

Hyderabad: A gruesome inci-
dent has come to light in Balaji
Hills, Boduppal area of Med-
chal-Malkajgiri district, where a
25-year-old pregnant woman
was brutally murdered by her
husband. The deceased was
identified as Swathi. The cou-
ple—Mahender Reddy and
Swathi—hailed from Kamared-
diguda in Vikarabad district.
They had married for love and
were residing in Boduppal. Ac-
cording to police, frequent dis-
putes between the two escalated
into the brutal killing. In a shock-
ing act, Mahender murdered
Swathi, dismembered her body
and packed the parts in bags, al-
legedly to dispose of them.

FIR against ex
chairperson of
Aligarh Municipal
Corporation

Agra: A case has been registered
against Sajda Begum, former
chairperson of Aligarh Munici-
pal Corporation. Agra Vigilance
has registered a case in the case
of disproportionate assets. After
the investigation lasted for
about two years, Vigilance regis-
tered a case in Agra on August
23. According to sources here on
Sunday vigilance started investi-
gation against Sajda Begum
from April 20, 2023. Vigilance
conducted a thorough investiga-
tion. On March 20, 2025, the re-
port was submitted to the gov-
ernment. According to the FIR
lodged in Vigilance, Sajda Be-
gum had shown her income as
about Rs 23.83 lakh while she
spent Rs 50.61 lakh.

Jilted lover kills
father, injures girl
and her mother

Siddharth Nagar: A tragic inci-
dent occurred in Ghatwadih Ke-
vathiya village under the
Mishraulia police station area of
Siddharth Nagar on Saturday
evening, where a man brutally
killed his neighbour and seri-
ously injured three others before
fleeing the scene. The incident
took place as the accused was
trying to lure the victim’s daugh-
ter, but on refusal, he attacked
them. According to police and lo-
cal sources, the accused, Mukesh
Kumar Nishad, a resident of the
same village and reportedly relat-
ed to the victims, entered the
home of Ramkala Nishad (50) at
approximately 7 PM.

Mumbai’s water
stock raises to 97pc

Mumbai: Mumbai’s water stock
received a major boost following
consistent monsoon rainfall,
with the total live storage in the
city’s seven lakes reaching
1,385,751 million litres, which
amounts to 97.8% of their total
capacity, officials said here on
Sunday. According to data
recorded by the Hydraulic Engi-
neer’'s Department, on 24 Au-
gust, lakes such as Modak Sagar,
Vehar, and Tulsi have already
started overflowing, while Bhat-
sa and Middle Vaitarna have
partially released water through
their gates.

BJP's Shone George
slams Cong for
opposing EWS Quota
for Christians

Kottayam: Kerala BJP Vice Presi-
dent Adv. Shone George today
launched a sharp attack on the
Congress, accusing it of adopt-
ing an “anti-Christian stance” by
opposing the Centre’s decision
to extend Economically Weaker
Sections (EWS) reservation ben-
efits to Christian students in
medical and dental courses.
George alleged that the Con-
gress had been “completely
swallowed by religious funda-
mentalist and extremist organi-
sations” and claimed its opposi-
tion to the EWS quota was proof
of this.

[ndia sees space as future of tomorrow’s economy,

security, energy & humanlty Ra]na

New Delhi (UNI)

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh to-
day said that India does not see
space exploration just as a domain of
research but as a critical pillar of to-
MOrrow’s economy, security, energy
and humanity.

Highlighting the country’s ex-
panding presence in space, Rajnath
Singh said, “We do not see space on-
ly as a field of research, but as the fu-
ture of tomorrow’s economy, securi-
ty, energy, and humanity. We're
steadily advancing beyond the
Earth’s surface into new frontiers of
space. We've already marked our
presence from Moon to Mars, and
today, the nation stands fully pre-
pared for missions like Gaganyaan”.

The Minister felicitated Group
Captain Shubhanshu Shukla, Group
Captain PB Nair, Group Captain Ajit
Krishnan, and Group Captain Angad

Pratap who are part of Gaganyaan,
ISRO’s maiden space flight mission,
at an event here, a Defence Ministry
statement said.

Rajnath described the four
Gaganyatris as gems of the country

and pioneers of national aspirations.
He termed the achievement as
not merely a technological mile-
stone, but a new chapter in Aat-
manirbhar Bharat.
“India proudly stands tall among

Sexual allegations rock.Kerala Cong MLA Rahul

Thiruvananthapuram (UNI)

Congress MLA from Palakkad and for-
mer Kerala Youth Congress president
Rahul Mamkootathil has been hit by a
storm of sexual misconduct allega-
tions, forcing him to step down from
his party post and triggering demands
for stronger disciplinary action.

The controversy broke out last
week when several women, includ-
ing an actress, a writer, and a trans
activist, accused Mamkootathil of
harassment and abusive behaviour.

The actress alleged that the MLA
repeatedly sent her sexually explicit
and harassing messages and invited
her to hotels under false pretexts.

The trans activist claimed that
Mambkootathil confided a disturbing
“rape fantasy” during conversations
and suggested meeting her in Ben-
galuru or Hyderabad.

Another woman, whose identity

YouTuber Sameer
appears before police in

Dharmasthala case

Beltangady: YouTuber MD Sameer,
accused of spreading false propa-
ganda against Dharmasthala
through an Al-generated video, ap-
peared before the Beltangady police
today in compliance with a court di-
rective.

Police said a case had been regis-
tered against Sameer at the Beltan-
gady station for allegedly making
false allegations, provoking people,
misleading the investigation, and
creating fake Al videos against Dhar-
masthala.

Before his arrest, Sameer had se-
cured anticipatory bail from the
Mangaluru court, which instructed
him to appear before the police
within two days. Sameer, accompa-
nied by three lawyers, presented
himself at the station, bringing along
documents and material related to
his YouTube videos.

has been withheld, accused him of
luring her with promises of mar-
riage, sexually assaulting her, and
later pressuring her to undergo an
unsafe abortion.

A purported audio clip that sur-
faced on social media allegedly fea-

tures Mambkootathil threatening a
woman and her unborn child after she
refused to terminate her pregnancy.
These accounts, coming from different
individuals, have shaken Kerala’s polit-
ical landscape and raised serious ques-
tions about accountability within the
Congress party.

On August 21, Mamkootathil re-
signed as Kerala Youth Congress
president, saying his decision was
meant to avoid distracting the party
during a crucial political period.

He insisted that his resignation
did not amount to an admission of
guilt and maintained his innocence.
The allegations have put the Con-
gress in a tight spot. Opposition

CPI(M) leader M. V. Govindan
said the charges appeared grave, but
it was up to Congress to decide
whether Mamkootathil should con-
tinue as MLA.

Singh

the world’s leading space powers. Its
space programme is not confined to
laboratories and launch vehicles. It's
a reflection of our national aspira-
tions and global vision. From Chan-
drayaan to Mangalyaan, we have
demonstrated that even with limited
resources, an unlimited willpower
can transform the most challenging
goals into remarkable accomplish-
ments,” he said.

He pointed out that the technolo-
gies derived from space, be it com-
munication satellites, weather moni-
toring, or disaster management are
delivering services to every village
and every field across India and em-
phasised that India cannot stay be-
hind in the space journey. In the
coming times, space mining, deep
space exploration, and planetary re-
sources will redefine the course of
human civilisation, he said.

Low pressure over Bay
of Bengal: Odisha govt
issues alert

Bhubaneswar: The Odisha Govern-
ment today alerted collectors of over
20 districts to keep the administra-
tive machinery ready in view of a
fresh low-pressure system forecast
by the India Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD).

The IMD has predicted heavy to
very heavy rainfall, along with thun-
derstorms and lightning, across
Odisha from August 25 to 28, due to
a fresh low-pressure area likely to
form over the northwest Bay of Ben-
gal off Odisha-West Bengal coasts
within the next 48 hours.

Both orange and yellow warnings
have been issued for several districts
till August 28. The forecast indicates
heavy rain, thunderstorms with
lightning, and gusty surface winds
reaching 30-40 kmph across at least
20 districts. In response, the Office of
the Special Relief Commissioner
(SRC) has advised all concerned dis-
tricts to remain vigilant and keep
emergency measures in place.

INDIA Bloc VP candidate Sudarshan
Reddy arrives, to meet Stalin

Chennai (UNI)

The Opposition Con-
gress-led INDIA bloc
common Vice-Presiden-
tial candidate Mr Justice
B. Sudarshan Reddy
landed in Chennai today
from New Delhi to seek
support from Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister M K
Stalin and the MPs of ruling DMK
and its allies for the VP polls.

Mr Reddy was fielded against
NDA candidate and Maharashtra
Governor C P Radhakrishnan, who
hailed from Tamil Nadu.

Mr Reddy, who arrived at around
1235 hrs from New Delhi, was re-
ceived at the airport by a host of
DMK MPs, including Dayanidhi

HC restain Sena leader Sanjay Nirupam from
making defamatory statement against builder

Mumbai (UNI)

The Bombay High Court has re-
strained Former Rajya Sabha mem-
ber and Shiv Sena leader MP Sanjay
Nirupam from making any defama-
tory, slanderous or libellous state-
ments against Mumbai-based con-
struction firm and its directors Im-
ran Humayun Chandiwala and Anis
Humayun Chandiwala.

The order was recently passed by
Justice Riyaz Chagla on an interim
application filed by the builder, who
moved the court after Nirupam ac-
cused Muslim-owned firms of carry-
ing out a “housing jihad” in slum re-
development projects.

At a recent press conference,
Nirupam had alleged that “Muslim-
controlled construction companies
are waging a housing jihad to change
Mumbai’s demography” and claimed

KTR dares CM Reddy to seek fresh
mandate for defected MLAs

Hyderabad (UNI)

BRS Working President
K.T. Rama Rao (KTR) to-
day challenged Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy,
daring him to ask defect- 4
ed MLAs to resign and
recontest if they truly |
believed they have pub- ‘f

have kept the pink flag

close to their hearts.”
KTR stated that the
MLAs who defected—in-
cluding from  Ser-
ilingampally—did so for
selfish gain, not for the
people. “If Congress tru-
i ly believes it’s working
for the people, let these

lic support.
He said Revanth should present
the record of his 20-month rule to
the people and face by-elections as a
referendum on his governance.
Referring to the recent Supreme
Court judgement, KTR stated that
the MLAs who jumped parties are
now struck with fear of defeat.
Speaking at a massive meeting of
key BRS workers from the Ser-
ilingampally constituency here, KTR
declared, “Even though a few leaders
betrayed the movement, our workers

Domestic dispute turns
tragic in Sambhal

Sambhal: A serious domestic inci-
dent in the Murav Tola locality of
Bahjoi on Sunday morning led to the
death of a 26-year-old man and left
his wife critically injured.

The deceased, Karan Maurya,
originally a resident of Dilgaura vil-
lage in Bahjoi police station area,
had been living in Murav Tola for the
past few months. About four months
ago, he entered into a love marriage
with Sapna, a woman from Mahrola
village in the Islamnagar police sta-
tion area of Badaun district. The cou-
ple had been living independently
since their marriage.

On Sunday morning, Karan’s
younger brother, Nihal Singh, who
works at a cosmetic shop in Bahjoi
and often visited for personal chores,
arrived at the house around 8 a.m.

He found the main gate locked
from inside.

MLAs resign and face by-elections.
Win again if you can,” he challenged.

He criticised Revanth Reddy for
engaging in frivolous and timepass
politics, filing cases one day against
KCR and the next against himself.

KTR said that Revanth Reddy has
done absolutely nothing for Hyder-
abad and added, “even if a few lead-
ers have betrayed the party, our loyal
workers have never let go of the pink
flag—and that is our greatest
strength.”

= | [ Y

that Hindus were being pushed out of
certain localities. He specifically men-
tioned areas such as Kurla, Bandra
East, Chandivali, Sion-Koliwada, Mal-
ad East and Goregaon East.

Senior advocate Janak Dwarkadas

Household mapping for
caste census begins in
Karnataka

Bengaluru: The Karnataka State
Backward Classes Commission has
launched the first stage of the caste
census after a gap of ten years, be-
ginning with geo-tagging of house-
hold electricity meters across the
state.

Commission Chairman Mad-
husudan R Naik said the meter read-
ers will carry out geo-tagging during
their billing cycle using a specially
developed mobile application. A
complete list of households with ser-
ial numbers and mapping will be
prepared in this phase.

Naik said since all residential
houses have electricity connections,
households will be identified based
on RR numbers and the people re-
siding there will be surveyed. The
second phase of the survey is sched-
uled between September 22 and Oc-
tober 7.

and advocate Cherag Balsara, repre-
senting the plaintiffs, told the court
that Nirupam’s allegations were
“communal and baseless”.

He pointed to a February 20 letter
cited by Nirupam regarding the re-
development of Shree Shankar Soci-
ety. “Out of 67 residents, only seven
are Muslims. The claim that the pro-
ject is part of a secret Muslim
takeover is wholly untrue,” the coun-
sel argued.

The court noted that Nirupam
had avoided earlier hearings despite
being served notices through email,
WhatsApp and in person. The order
records that a messenger carrying
the notice to Nirupam’s residence on
August 19 was met with hostility:
“The defendant tore the said notice
and returned the same to the mes-
senger,” the court observed.

Maran, A Raja and oth-
ers, including TNCC
President K.Selvaperun-
thagai, who is also the
Congress  Legislature
Party leader.

Mr Reddy will meet
Tamil Nadu Chief Minis-
ter and DMK President
M K Stalin, whose party
was a vital cog and a key partner in
the INDI Bloc, later this evening and
seek the support of his party MPs.

He would also be meeting the
leaders of all the alliance parties of
DMK, including Congress, MDMK,
VCK, CPI, CPI(M) and Makkal Need-
hi Maiam of actor-political Kamal
Haasan and seek their support for
his candidature in the VP polls.

Chisoti Cloudburst: J&K
LG meets injured at
Jammu hospital

Jammu: Jammu and Kashmir Lieu-
tenant Governor Manoj Sinha today
visited Government Medical College
in Jammu to enquire about the
health of citizens injured in Chisoti
flash floods.

The team of doctors briefed the
Lieutenant Governor on appropriate
and specialised treatment and an in-
tegrated approach to the care of the
injured for their quick recovery.

It was informed that 16 people are
presently undergoing treatment at
GMC Jammu and being monitored
by senior health staff.

Speaking to media persons on the
sidelines of his visit, the Lieutenant
Governor reiterated the commit-
ment of the administration to trace
the 32 persons who are still missing.

Government stands firmly with
the bereaved family members who
have lost their loved ones.

Champai Soren placed under house
arrest over RIMS 2 land dispute

Ranchi (UNI)
Former Chief Minister
Champai Soren was
placed under house
arrest by Ranchi po-
lice on Sunday, ahead
of plans to plough the
proposed site for
RIMS-2 in Kanke-Nag-
di.

DSP V. Raman con-
firmed that the mea-

RIMS-2 could be con-
structed. My protest is
to protect tribal land,”
he said.

He added that his
campaign against the
land acquisition will
continue.

Soren also reported
that supporters and
family members were
detained. People trav-

sure was taken as a
preventive step to maintain law and
order. Soren will not be allowed to
leave his residence.

Speaking from his home, Soren
clarified that his opposition is not to
RIMS-2 per se, but to the use of land
belonging to local tribal communi-
ties.

“There are several government
and low-yield plots in Ranchi where

elling to Ranchi since
Saturday night were stopped or tak-
en into custody, including his son
Babulal.

Farmers in Nagdi were similarly
prevented from joining the site.

Soren described the house arrest
as part of the ongoing movement to
safeguard community land, under-
scoring his commitment to continu-
ing the struggle.

CISF creates first- -ever all- women commando unit

New Delhi (UNI)

In a significant policy initiative
aimed at encouraging women em-
powerment in the organisation, the
Central Industrial Security Force
(CISF) is all set to induct its first-ever
"All-Women Commando Team" into
its core operations.

Training of women commandos
has already begun at the Regional
Training Centre (RTC) in Barwaha,
Madhya Pradesh, as per a force offi-
cial.The specially designed eight-
week-long advanced commando
course for the women personnel will
prepare them for Quick Reaction
Teams (QRT) and Special Task Force
(STF) duties at high-security estab-
lishments and installations guarded
by the force.

The programme includes physi-
cal fitness and weapons training,
live-fire drills under stress, en-

durance-building exercises like run-
ning, obstacle courses, rappelling,
survival training in forests, and other
methods designed to test decision-
making and teamwork under ad-
verse conditions.

The first batch of 30 women per-
sonnel, who are currently deployed

across various airports—will under-
go training up to October 4, which
began earlier this month.

The second batch of women per-
sonnel will undergo the training
from October 6 to November 29.

In its initial phase, at least 100
women from different Aviation Secu-

rity Groups (ASGs) and sensitive
CISF units will complete the pro-
gram.

The Force is committed to mak-
ing such all-women courses, a regu-
lar part of its training calendar.

Inclusion of women in its core ca-
pabilities has moved the CISF for-
ward in gender parity and explored a
new space on the operational front
for the personnel.

The force is also increasing
women’s recruitment to achieve the
Ministry of Home Affairs’ target of 10
per cent representation.

Currently, CISF has 12,491
women ( which is 8 per cent of its
strength), and 2,400 more will be re-
cruited in the coming year.

In times to come, recruitment will
be structured to ensure that women
consistently make up at least 10 per
cent of the entire force strength.
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