
Bhopal, Sunday, August 31, 2025 3City

Bhopal: In a special campaign directed by
the Transport Commissioner, the Regional
Transport Office (RTO) of Bhopal has re-
ported significant success in recovering
motor vehicle tax arrears. During July and
August, the RTO collected a total of over
Rs 1.28 crores, which includes both tax ar-
rears and mitigation fees.

The dedicated teams of the Bhopal
RTO focused their efforts on recovering
outstanding taxes, successfully collecting
Rs 1,16,92,817 from 709 vehicles as motor
vehicle tax. Additionally, a mitigation fee
of approximately Rs 11 lakhs was recov-
ered from 182 vehicles for various rule vi-
olations. Officials indicated that the pri-
mary aim of this campaign is to promote
traffic discipline while addressing tax ar-

rears. Notably, on August 30, the RTO in-
tensified its efforts by specifically target-
ing passenger buses. During this opera-
tion, strict actions were enforced against
vehicles violating multiple sections of the
Motor Vehicles Act.

RTO Jitendra Sharma confirmed that
this recovery campaign will continue in
the future. He emphasized that stringent
action will be taken against vehicles that
fail to pay their outstanding taxes and
those that violate traffic regulations.

RTO recovers over Rs 1.28 cr
in motor vehicle tax arrears

By Kanhaiya Lodhi
Bhopal: Political intrigue is
rife following the abrupt
cancellation of a rally for a
prominent central minister
in a district adjacent to the
state capital. The event,
highly anticipated by party
cadres, was scrapped at the
last minute. Sources indi-
cate that the minister, upon
receiving discouraging
feedback on attendance
just before his arrival, opted
not to proceed. The fallout
has sparked a flurry of spec-
ulation within political cir-
cles: Was this a sponta-
neous failure, or was it a
calculated move? The ques-
tion on everyone’s lips is
whether a rival faction in-
tentionally sabotaged the
event. If so, it would raise
serious concerns about the
internal unity of the ruling
party.

The apex of power: In a
move that has sent shock-
waves through the bureau-
cracy, the state’s Chief Sec-
retary has been granted an
unprecedented one-year
extension. This decision, a
first in the state’s history, is
a masterclass in power pol-
itics. The Chief Secretary is
not only favored by Delhi
but is also said to be closely
aligned with a highly influ-
ential official in the Prime
Minister’s Office. It’s ru-
mored that this powerful
figure intervened at the
eleventh hour to secure the
extension, bypassing con-
ventional protocols and
highlighting the immense
clout wielded by certain in-
dividuals at the highest lev-
els of government.

A house of two bureau-
crats: In a rare instance of
bureaucratic serendipity, a
single household in Mad-
hya Pradesh now boasts
two officers at the Addition-
al Chief Secretary (ACS)
rank. The Rastogi couple,
Manish Rastogi and
Deepali Rastogi, have both
attained this prestigious
position. As Manish Rastogi
was being lauded for his
promotion in one part of
the secretariat, news of
Deepali Rastogi’s elevation
began to spread, with con-
gratulations pouring in
even before the official or-
ders were released. This
dual achievement marks a
remarkable milestone for
the family and underscores
a unique convergence of

professional success within
the corridors of power.
A bold reprimand or a mere
scolding? A recent incident
involving a BJP MLA clash-
ing with a district collector
led to a summoning of the
legislator to the state capi-
tal. He was met by three se-
nior party leaders tasked
with admonishing him.
While the official narrative
suggests a stern reprimand,
a photograph of the meeting
tells a different story. The
MLA’s body language in the
shared image appears not

defensive but defiantly ag-
gressive. This begs the ques-
tion: What message does
such an audacious posture
in front of party stalwarts
convey?  It raises doubts
about the effectiveness of
the “scolding” and whether
it will serve as a lesson for
the lawmaker or his peers.
The coming days will reveal
if the party’s disciplinary ac-
tion will have any tangible
effect.

Political ripples: A floundering rally, a power play, and an unusual promotion
Bhopal: In a significant devel- opment for the Madhya Pradesh Congress, the party’s

state office has officially
opened a new library, fulfilling
a long-standing demand from
its workers and officials. The in-
auguration was led by State
Congress In-charge Harish
Chaudhary, marking a new
chapter in the party’s intellec-
tual and ideological growth.

The library was established
under the guidance of State
Congress President Jitu Pat-
wari, who envisions it as a hub
for intellectual empowerment.
According to Organizational
General Secretary Dr. Sanjay
Kamle, the library will house lit-
erature on Congress history, its
ideology, and biographies of its
great leaders. He emphasized
that the initiative is not just
about books but about
strengthening the party’s core

values of democracy, equality,
and justice.

“This is more than a library;
it’s an ideological legacy for the
Congress family,” said Dr. Kam-
le, adding that it will serve as a
vital resource for workers’ intel-
lectual and organizational de-
velopment.

Bhupendra Gupta, head of
the Ideology Department, con-
firmed that his department
would oversee the library’s op-
erations and collection. He
stated that the space would al-
so become a center for dialogue
and discussion, not just for
reading. The inauguration was
met with great enthusiasm,
with attendees hailing the li-
brary as a symbol of the party’s
renewed direction and com-
mitment to its principles.

Congress inaugurates long-awaited library at Bhopal HQ

◊Ò¥ Chanchal Kalnarayan
¬ÈòÊË üÊË Harchand
Kalnarayan ÁŸflÊ‚Ë wÆ~-’Ë,
‚Ä≈U⁄U-w, •‡ÊÙ∑§Ê ªÊ«U¸Ÿ ÷Ù¬Ê‹,
◊.¬˝. ‚ÍÁøÃ ∑§⁄UÃË „Í¢U Á∑§ ◊⁄UË
10th •ı⁄U 12th ∑§Ë •¢∑§‚ÍøË ◊¥
◊⁄UÊ ŸÊ◊ òÊÈÁ≈Ufl‡Ê Chanchal º¡¸
„ÒU ¡’Á∑§ ◊⁄UÊ ¬Í⁄UÊ fl ‚„UË ŸÊ◊
Chanchal Kalnarayan „ÒU.
÷Áflcÿ ◊¥ ◊È¤Ê ß‚Ë ŸÊ◊ ‚ ¡ÊŸÊ
∞fl¢ ¬„UøÊŸÊ ¡Ê∞ ∞fl¢ ß‚Ë ∑§Ù
º¡¸ Á∑§ÿÊ ¡Ê∞.

ŸÊ◊ ¬Á⁄UflÃ¸Ÿ 

A high-stakes rally falls flat  ▼
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