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to external
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India set to emerge as a
semiconductor superpower

PM Modi says India’s smallest chip will cause biggest change in the world

New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, while inaugurating the Semicon
India 2025 conference at Yashobhoomi,
Dwarka, declared that the 21st-century’s
politics and economy will be shaped not
by oil, but by the tiny semiconductor
chip. He expressed confidence that India
will soon emerge as a global semicon-
ductor powerhouse.

The Prime Minister referred to semi-
conductors as “India’s digital diamond,”
emphasizing that the smallest chip from
India would catalyze the world’s biggest
changes. He stated that the country is
transitioning from a mere backend sup-
port hub to a fully-fledged semiconduc-
tor nation. Design centers in Noida and
Bengaluru are already creating some of
the world’s most advanced -chips,
packed with billions of transistors.

The Indian Semiconductor Mission
has made remarkable strides over the
last four years. The sector is currently
witnessing over $18 billion (more than
Rs 1.5 lakh crore) in investments across
10 projects. Companies like Micron and
Tata have already produced test chips,
and India’s own commercial chips are
expected to hit the market this year.

Modi highlighted that approximately

sign talent is from India, underscoring
the nation’s critical role in the industry.

He assured investors of strong govern-
ment support through the Design-
Linked Incentive (DLI) scheme and the
Chips-to-Startup program, aimed at fos-
tering innovation and startups.

To create a self-sufficient ecosystem,
the government is focusing on all aspects
of the value chain, including designing,
manufacturing, packaging, and high-tech
device production within the country. The
National Critical Mineral Mission is ensur-
ing the necessary mineral supply to sup-
port this vision. The Prime Minister’s mes-
sage to investors was clear: “The design is
ready, the mask is aligned; now is the time
for precise execution.”

India on the path to becoming a
semiconductor superpower

B Investment of $18 billion (Rs 1.5 lakh crore) in 10 projects

B World class design centers established in Noida and Bangalore

B Micron and Tata: Test chips ready, commercial chips will come this year
B 20 percent of the world’s chip designing talent is from India

B Design incentive scheme and chips-to-startup program implemented
B Mineral supply ensured by National Critical Mineral Mission

B India will become a global hub for electronics manufacturing

From start-ups to smart
cities Indian banks can lend
help: Droupadi Murmu

Chennai: President Droupadi Murmu today
said from start-ups to smart cities, Indian
banks have a whole range of areas to render
help. Speaking at the 120th Foundation Day
of the Tamil Nadu based City union Bank
(CUB) here mS Murmu said: “From start-ups
to smart cities, there is a whole range of areas
in which banks can help. Banks can become
active partners in the making of a developed

India.”

She also said with the expansion of the
digital and knowledge driven economy, the
role of banks in digital transformation and
entrepreneurship becomes even more cru-

cial.

Ms Murmu said the Indian economy is
among the fastest-growing large economies
in the world, and the banking industry plays
a pivotal role in its growth story.

Na 1hukenge, na rukenge!
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Ashwini presents ﬁrst Made In India Chip to PM Modi

Agencies, New Delhi

Union Minister for Electronics &
Information Technology Ashwini
Vaishnaw on Tuesday presented
the first made-in-India 32-bit
processor chip to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during the inau-
gural ceremony of Semicon India

2025.

The presentation marked a
milestone in India’s semiconduc-
tor journey and underscored the
government’s efforts under the

Highlighting  the

rapid
progress in the sector, Vaishnaw
said, “Today, construction of five
semiconductor units is under-

20% of the world’s semiconductor de-
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Deepak Mittal appointed
India’s next ambassador
to the UAE

New Delhi: Senior Indian diplomat
Deepak Mittal, who previously
served as Indian Ambassador to
Qatar and also did a stint with the
PMO, has been appointed as In-
dia’s next Ambassador to the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates. A Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs statement said: “Dr.
Deepak Mittal appointed as the
next Ambassador of India to the
United Arab Emirates. He is ex-
pected to take up the assignment
shortly.” An Indian Foreign Service
officer of the 1998 batch, Mittal
served as Officer on Special Duty in
the Prime Minister’s Office after he
finished his term as Ambassador of
Qatar in March 2023. He had joined
as envoy to Doha in August 2020.

MLC Kavitha suspended
from BRS for
disciplinary violation
Hyderabad: The Bharat Rashtra
Samithi (BRS) today announced
the suspension of MLC K. Kavitha
from the party. In an official state-
ment issued by BRS general secre-
taries Soma Bharat Kumar and T
Ravinder Rao, it was confirmed
that party president K Chan-
drashekar Rao (KCR) took the deci-
sion citing disciplinary violations.
Kavitha, daughter of KCR and a for-
mer MP from Nizamabad will,
however, continue as MLC repre-
senting the Nizamabad local bod-
ies constituency.

IndiGo flight reports
suspected bird hit

Nagpur: A suspected bird strike
was reported on an IndiGo flight
from Nagpur to Kolkata today, offi-
cials said. The incident involved
flight 6E812, shortly after it took off
from Nagpur airport. “There has
been a suspected bird strike on In-
diGo's 6E812 Nagpur-Kolkata
flight. We are analysing what exact-
ly happened,” said Abid Ruhi, se-
nior airport director, Nagpur air-
port.

Sensex
BSE....... 80,157.88 (-206.61)
NSE....... 24,579.60 (-45.45)

Bullion

Gold...... 1,06,090 (24 carat 10gm)
Silver..... 1,26,100 (1kg)
USD($)/INR(Rs)...... 88.08

i ¥ Weather
Night
23.8

Sunset

6:38

Sunrise

6:03

Day
28.4

India Semiconductor Mission.

MP Government to spend Rs 9,026 Crore
on delayed Jal Jeevan Mission Projects

Central government wuhdraws its funding

Bhopal: The Madhya Pradesh gov-
ernment will now have to shoulder
the entire financial burden of the in-
complete Jal Jeevan Mission pro-
jects, as the central government has
withdrawn its funding.

The state cabinet has approved a
substantial expenditure of Rs
9,026.97 crore to complete the unfin-
ished work. This massive budget in-
cludes a staggering Rs 2,813.21 crore
increase in project costs, which the
state will have to bear due to delays.

The central government’s deci-
sion follows ongoing delays and ir-
regularities found during a review of
the mission’s progress.

The original cost for the projects
was Rs 6,213.76 crore, but the state’s
slow pace in implementation means
it must now find an additional
13.55% of the total cost.

Of the 27,990 approved village
water schemes, only 15,947 have
been completed, leaving 12,043 at
various stages of progress.

This development places im-
mense pressure on the state to deliv-
er on a critical project aimed at pro-

Thieves steal Rs 2 Crore in Jewelry and
lakhs of cash from Ujjain SBI Branch

Ujjain: In a shocking incident,
thieves made off with over Rs 2 crore
worth of gold jewelry and Rs 8 lakh in
cash from a State Bank of India (SBI)
branch in Mahananda Nagar.

The brazen heist occurred on the
night of Monday, with police sus-
pecting the involvement of bank in-
siders due to the sophisticated na-
ture of the crime.

Susplclon of insider involvement @ A sensational heist

The daring heist

The thieves, captured on CCTV
footage from nearby buildings, were
seen scaling the bank’s boundary
wall around 2:20 AM.

They used keys to unlock doors
on the upper floor, bypassed the
main security systems, and accessed
the locker room. The entire opera-
tion lasted approximately two hours,
with the thieves exiting the bank at
4:30 AM.

Police noted that there were no
signs of forced entry. “The locks were
opened with a key,” said SP Pradeep
Sharma, raising strong suspicions of
internal collusion.

“We believe some bank employ-
ees may be involved.” Two suspects
have reportedly been taken into cus-
tody for questioning, and police are
confident of a breakthrough soon.

(Contd on Page 12)

viding clean, functional tap water
connections to rural families.
(Contd on Page 12)

PM Modi likely to visit
Manipur, Mizoram
this month

Guwahati/Imphal: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is expected to visit
Mizoram and Manipur on September
13, in what is described as a signifi-
cant political and developmental
outreach to the Northeast. The visit is
likely to blend infrastructure inaugu-
rations with a delicate political mes-
sage, particularly in Manipur where
ethnic unrest continues to simmer.

According to sources in Mizoram,
Modi’s first stop will be Aizawl where
he will inaugurate the newly com-
pleted Bairabi-Sairang railway line—
a 51.38 km stretch linking the Mizo-
ram capital with Assam’s Silchar.

The Rs 6,527-crore project, exe-
cuted under the Centre’s Act East Pol-
icy, is expected to boost regional con-
nectivity, trade, and movement of es-
sential goods while integrating Mizo-
ram more closely with the national
railway grid. Government employees,
farmers and students from across the
state are being mobilized to attend
the ceremony.

way at arapid pace. The pilot line

of one unit is already complete,
and we just presented the first
made-in-India chip to the
Hon'ble Prime Minister. Two
more units will begin production
in the coming months, while the
design of five additional units is
progressing well. Ecosystem
partners for chip manufacturing
are all here.”

He stressed that India is
emerging as a beacon of stability
in an uncertain global environ-
ment.

MP High Court Judge recuses

from Illegal mining case
Allegation of MP’s BJP MLA Sanjay Pathak

attempts to contact hlm

Bhopal: Justice Vishal
Mishra of the Madhya
Pradesh High Court
on Monday (Septem-
ber 01) recused from
anillegal mining case,
stating that BJP MLA
from Vijayraghavgarh
assembly constituen-
cy— Sanjay Pathak,
tried to call him to
have a discussion re-
garding the case.
Justice Mishra

stated that “Mr. Sanjay Pathak has

made an attempt to call me to have
discussion regarding this particular
matter, therefore, I am not inclined
to entertain this writ petition. Let the
matter be placed before the Hon’ble
Chief Justice for listing the matter
before the appropriate Bench for
consideration”.

Per a news report,
the case pertains to il-
legal mining activities
leading to iron ore ex-
cavation of INR 440
crores that was be-
yond the mining lim-
its, while accruing INR
80 crores in penalties
for alleged GST eva-
sion. The companies
under suspicion Nir-
h mala Minerals, Anand

- Mining and Pacific Ex-
port, are allegedly linked to the BJP
MIA.

The investigation was initiated af-
ter a whistleblower, Ashutosh Dixit,
filed a complaint to the Economic
Offences Wing in January 2025.

Accordingly, the court transferred
the matter before the appropriate
bench for consideration.

Rescuers race to find Afghan quake
survivors as death toll passes 1,400

Agencies, Kabul
An earthquake of magnitude 5.5
shook southeastern Afghanistan on
Tuesday, sparking fears of further
damage and destruction almost two
days after a large quake in the same
region killed more than 1,400 people
and injured thousands more.
Tuesday's quake occurred at a rel-
atively shallow depth of 10 km (6

By Pravesh Kumar Mishra
New Delhi: In a move signaling its
determination to counter a poten-
tial anti-incumbency wave and op-
position encirclement in the up-
coming Bihar assembly elections,
the BJP and its ideological ally, the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS), have rolled out a multi-lay-
ered, ground-level strategy. This ex-
tensive plan involves a massive de-
ployment of party heavyweights
and organizational functionaries
from across the country.

According to party sources, the
BJP is bringing in eight chief minis-
ters, eighty Members of Parliament,

and nearly three hundred MLAs
from various states to oversee dif-
ferent aspects of the campaign. In a
clear sign of the RSS’s deep involve-
ment, its Vistarak (full-time volun-
teers) have been dispatched to
every assembly constituency to pre-
pare ground-level reports.
Additionally, organizational gen-
eral secretaries from other states
have been assigned the responsibil-
ity for four districts each, with a
mandate to be continuously pre-
sent in their assigned areas until the
conclusion of the election. Their
tasks include sharpening the exist-
ing party structure, assessing the

BJP deploys unprecedented force to secure Bihar in upcoming election
Eight CMs, 80 MPs and 300 MLAs will handle the preparations

winnability of current MLAs, and
identifying new, promising candi-
dates.

Each assembly constituency will
be managed by at least two out-of-
state MLAs, who will be responsible
for preparations at the panchayat
level. An MP has been assigned to
each constituency to oversee block-
level readiness.

Senior MPs and even Central
Ministers will be stationed in vari-
ous districts to bolster the organiza-
tional setup. Furthermore, chief
ministers from other states will con-
duct comprehensive reviews of
preparations in their assigned four

to five districts. The party is also set-
ting up electoral war rooms at the
block, district, and provincial levels
to ensure rapid response and re-
source availability.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah
is scheduled to hold a crucial meet-
ing with senior Bihar BJP leaders on
Wednesday to guide them on the
implementation of this strategy. The
party is not only focusing on its own
seats but is also committed to en-
suring the victory of its NDA al-
liance partners.

The new strategy is designed to
be flexible, with the possibility of
adjustments based on the political
landscape, especially following re-
cent political developments in the
state.

miles), the same level as the one that
struck at midnight on Sunday with a
magnitude of 6. That was one of
Afghanistan's worst quakes in years,
flattening houses in remote villages.

The aftershock caused panic and
halted rescue efforts as it sent rocks
sliding down mountains, cutting off
roads further and making it danger-
ous to dig through rubble, said Safi-
ullah Noorzai, who works with Aseel,
a humanitarian tech platform with
networks around Afghanistan.

Noorzai, whose organisation has
sent teams to the mountainous re-
gion, said more people had been in-
jured, likely pushing the death toll
higher. The difficult terrain has badly
hindered rescue workers' relief ef-
forts in the isolated villages.

Atleast 1,411 people are known to
have died so far, 3,124 have been in-
jured and more than 5,400 houses
destroyed, Taliban administration
sp(zlkesperson Zabihullah Mujahid
said.

Delhi HC rejects bail pleas
of Sharjeel Imam, Umar
Khalid, seven others

New Delhi: The Delhi High Court on
Tuesday dismissed the bail pleas of
Umar Khalid, Sharjeel Imam and sev-
en other individuals accused in the
Delhi riots Conspiracy case of 2020.
The HC reserved its order on July 9
after hearing the arguments of counsel
for the accused persons, Solicitor Gen-
eral Tushar Mehta, and Special Public
Prosecutor Amit Prasad. The division
bench, comprising Justice Navin
Chawla and Shalinder Kaur, dismissed
the appeals moved by nine accused in
the Delhi riots Conspiracy case. While
opposing the bail pleas on July 9, the
Solicitor General (SG) Tushar Mehta
had submitted that in UAPA cases relat-
ed to National security, bail cannot be
granted on the ground of delay in trial.
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