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China to trial visa-free
policy for Russian
citizens

Beijing: China has decided to
trial visa-free policy for Russian
citizens holding ordinary pass-
ports starting from Sept. 15,
2025 to Sept. 14, 2026, a Chinese
foreign ministry spokesperson
said on Tuesday. Russian citi-
zens holding ordinary passports
who come to China for business,
tourism, visiting relatives and
friends or exchange visits and
transit for no more than 30 days
can enter China visa-free,
spokesperson Guo Jiakun said at
a regular press conference. Chi-
na attaches great importance to
the facilitation of personnel ex-
changes between the two coun-
tries and supports strengthening
bilateral people-to-people ex-
changes, Guo said. “We welcome
more Russian friends to visit
China more often.”

House fire in Philippine
capital kills 2

Manila: A three-year-old girl and
her nanny were killed, while a
six-year-old girl was critically in-
jured in a house fire in the
Philippine capital Manila, the
Bureau of Fire Protection said
Tuesday. The bureau said the fire
broke out at around 11:55 p.m.
Monday in Malabon City, part of
Metro Manila, trapping the vic-
tims on the second floor of their
rented house. The six-year-old,
who sustained severe burns on
her arms, hands, and legs, is be-
ing treated at a local hospital,
the bureau said.

Pakistan: Severe
flood causes havoc
across PoGB

PoGB, Pakistan: A severe flood
has caused havoc across Pak-
istan-occupied Gilgit-Baltistan
(PoGB), leaving a trail of de-
struction and despair. Entire vil-
lages have been cut off, families
displaced, and vital infrastruc-
ture destroyed. The government
has failed to provide any sub-
stantial assistance during their
time of need, as stated by a flood
victim. The calamity has washed
away homes, forcing families to
take shelter under the open sky.
For many, the devastation has
left them without necessities.
“Our houses have been de-
stroyed, but we have not even
found a house to live in,” as stat-
ed by a flood victim in PoGB,
highlighting the miserable situa-
tion faced by countless families.

Taiwan detects 10
Chinese aircraft, 5
vessels, 1 ship near
territory

Taipei: Taiwan’s Ministry of Na-
tional Defense (MND) detected
10 Chinese military aircraft, five
naval vessels and one official
ship operating around its terri-
torial waters as of 6 am on Tues-
day (local time). As per the
MND, of the 10 sorties by PLA
aircraft, one crossed the median
line and entered Taiwan’s north-
ern ADIZ. In a post on X, he said,
“10 PLA aircraft, 5 PLAN vessels
and 1 official ship operating
around Taiwan were detected up
until 6 a.m. (UTC+8) today. 1 out
of 10 sorties crossed the median
line and entered Taiwan’s north-
ern ADIZ. We have monitored
the situation and responded ac-
cordingly.”

Helicopter with 8
people aboard
missing in Indonesia

Jakarta: A helicopter carrying
eight people has gone missing
after losing contact with air traf-
fic control in Indonesia's South
Kalimantan province on Mon-
day, according to Dendy Prase-
tyo, a press officer for the
provincial search and rescue of-
fice. The communication failure
occurred at 8:54 a.m. local time,
shortly after the helicopter took
off. The aircraft had departed
from an airport in Kotabaru re-
gency and was en route to
Palangkaraya, capital of the
nearby Central Kalimantan
province.

ICRC terminates
activities in
Azerbaijan on Sept 3

Moscow: The International
Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) announced on Tuesday
that it is terminating its activities
in Azerbaijan on September 3.
"Following a decision by the
Government of Azerbaijan, the
International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC) will close its
delegation in the country on 3
September 2025," the statement
read.

“Won't yield to external pressure”

Sri Lankan President Dissanayake on Katchatheevu Island

Agencies, Colombo

Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake has pledged not to
“yield to external pressure” over
Katchatheevu Island, promising to
safeguard the country’s territory, Sri-
lanka Mirror reported.

President Dissanayake’s remarks
come as he made an unannounced
visit to the Island, which India ceded
to Sri Lanka in the 1970s.

As reported by the Sri Lanka Mir-
ror, Dissanayake noted that although
previous governments acted with the
expectation of war, the present gov-
ernment is working to ensure that no
form of war will ever recur in the
country and to build peace and har-
mony within the nation.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K.
Stalin has repeatedly urged Prime
Minister Modi to take all necessary
steps to retrieve Katchatheevu and
protect the interests of Indian fisher-
men. The State Assembly has also
passed a resolution for the retrieval.

In July, Tamil Nadu CM said, “Our

Elections in Guyana
become crucial for US
due to its oil reserves

Georgetown: Guyana is one of the
smallest countries in South America,
but its elections on Monday might
have outsized implications for oil
markets and the United States.

Surrounded by mineral resources,
Guyana’s oil production is growing
and could surpass Iran’s by 2027. But
the threat of a military clash is loom-
ing over Guyana, because Venezuela
claims one of the country’s oil-rich
territories.

Meanwhile, Guyana’s extraction
of strategic resources has drawn the
attention of the United States and
distant China, reports CNN.

Although it’s the third smallest
country in South America, Guyana
has the highest expected growth in
oil production in the world through
2035, according to a report by Global
Energy Monitor.

government is taking all necessary

steps  towards  retrieval  of
Katchatheevu. Whenever I meet the
Prime Minister, I reiterate the need
to retrieve Katchatheevu to bring
about a permanent solution to the
fishermen’s issue. We have, in fact,
passed a resolution in the assembly
for the same. We are constantly urg-
ing the union government to ensure
the release of our fishermen who are
suffering in Sri Lankan prisons along

with their boats,” Stalin said.

He further lambasted the Union
government, which, according to
him, is politicising the Katchatheevu
matter. “The Union BJP Govt, which
doesn't bother about Tamil Nadu and
our fishermen, is only politicising
the Katchatheevu matter. Treaties
with foreign countries usually fall
under the ambit of the Union gov-
ernment. What has the BJP govern-
ment at the centre done in the last 10
years to retrieve Katchatheevu? Have
they at least stopped the arrest of
Tamil Nadu fishermen by Sri Lankan
authorities? No,” the Tamil Nadu CM
stated.

In 1974, Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi and her counterpart, Sirima-
vo Bandaranaike, signed the Agree-
ment between India and Sri Lanka
on the Boundary in Historic Waters
between the two Countries and Re-
lated Matters of 1974, marking the
official demarcation of the maritime
boundary from the Palk Strait to
Adam’s Bridge.

Israel winning Gaza war on ground

But losmg it in public relations: Donald Trump

Washington/Jerusalem (UNI)

US President Donald Trump has
called upon Israel to take swift con-
trol of the situation in Gaza, stating
that while Jerusalem maybe winning
the war in the field, they are losing it
in ‘public relations’, reports Times of
Israel.

The POTUS’ remarks echoed a
stance similar to the one he had
made on 2024, during the presiden-
tial race against the now former

US Congress returns, with a one-month
deadline to avert govt shutdown

Agencies, Washington

The U.S. Congress returns on Tues-
day with less than a month left to
perform one of its core functions -
keeping federal agencies funded and
averting a partial government shut-
down - a job that it has struggled to
perform in recent years.

The chamber’s bitter partisan di-
vides have hardened in the first year
of President Donald Trump’s new ad-
ministration, which has angered De-
mocratic lawmakers by deciding not
to spend some money previously ap-
proved under bipartisan deals, as
well as the July passage of a tax-cut
bill that nonpartisan analysts said
could cause more than 10 million
low-income Americans to lose
healthcare coverage.

Lawmakers’ work on agreeing on

Xi meets Paklstam PM

Beijing (UNI)

Chinese President Xi Jinping met
with Pakistani Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif here on Tuesday.

Xi said that as global changes un-
seen in a century are unfolding at a
quicker pace, a strong China-Pak-
istan relationship is conducive to
safeguarding regional peace and de-
velopment.

Thousands

Agencies, Jerusalem/Cairo

Tens of thousands of reservists start-
ed to report for duty on Tuesday
ahead of a new Israeli offensive in
Gaza City, which Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu wants to speed
up, despite warnings from senior
ranks.

Israeli Army Radio said that some
40,000 reservists would report for
duty on Tuesday for the Gaza City of-
fensive. The military said it was
readying logistically for the intake of
reservists ahead of the offensive.

Israel’s security cabinet, chaired
by Netanyahu, approved a plan last
month to expand the campaign in
Gaza with the aim of taking Gaza
City, where Israeli forces waged
fierce urban warfare with Hamas in
the early stages of the war. Israel cur-
rently holds about 75% of the Gaza
Strip.

A security cabinet meeting late on
Sunday included angry exchanges

The two sides should accelerate
building an even closer China-Pak-
istan community with a shared fu-
ture in the new era, to bring more
benefits to the two peoples and set
up a model for the broader neigh-
borhood.

China stands ready to work with
Pakistan to build upgraded versions
of the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor and the China-Pakistan
Free Trade Agreement, and hopes
Pakistan will take effective measures
to ensure the safety of Chinese per-
sonnel, projects and institutions in
Pakistan, Xi said.

Sharif said the Global Governance
Initiative proposed by President Xi is
of great significance for world peace,
development and stability, and Pak-
istan will give it full support and
work actively to implement it.

the roughly $1.8 trillion in discre-
tionary spending in the $7 trillion
federal budget will be further com-
plicated by expected fights over the
release of information related to the
late convicted sex offender Jeffrey
Epstein, a former friend of Trump’s,
and the administration’s surge of

North Korean leader
boards armoured green
train for China visit

Pyongyang, North Korea: North Ko-
rean leader Kim Jong Un packed his
delegation in his armoured green
train as China rolled out its carpets
for him, CNN reported.

The old-fashioned green train has
become a symbol of Kim’s dynasty
and his nation.

It has also long been the subject
of intrigue, carrying generations of
the Kim family across the country
and on rare international trips, as
per CNN.

North Korean state media Rodong
Sinmun confirmed early on Tuesday
that Kim’s train had crossed the bor-
der into China, with photos of the
leader smiling on board the train, sit-
ting at a wooden table with a North
Korean flag behind him.

federal agents and National Guard
into the capital.

There have been 14 partial gov-
ernment shutdowns since 1981,
most of which lasted only a day or
two.

The most recent stretched over 34
days in December 2018 into January
2019 during Trump’s first term.

Trump’s Republicans hold a 219-
212 majority in the House of Repre-
sentatives and a 53-47 edge in the
Senate, though that chamber’s rules
require 60 votes to pass most bills,
meaning that seven Democrats’ sup-
port would be needed to pass a fund-
ing bill.

A preemptive blame game started
this summer over which party would
be faulted if Congress fails and a par-
tial government shutdown occurs.

President Joe Biden, arguing that “Is-
rael has lost a lot of the world’s sup-
port”, and urging the country to
wrap up its campaign.

In a Friday interview with the Dai-
ly Caller’s White House Correspon-
dent Reagan Reese, Trump said that
going as far back as 15 vyears,
Jerusalem had its strongest lobby in
the American Congress.

“There was a time where you
couldn't speak bad, if you wanted to
be a politician, you couldn’t speak
badly. But today, you have, you know,
AOC plus three, and you have all
these lunatics, and they've really,
they’ve changed it.”

A March public poll by the Pew
Research Center showed American
public’s opinion on Israel to be have
withered heavily since 2023, as 53%
of surveyed US adults had an un-
favourable view of Israel, up from
the initial 42% in 2022.

This was not restricted to Democ-
rat supporters as young Republicans
were also noted to be heavily divided
on the war, with 50% now harbour-
ing a negative view on Israel.

Lebanon, Syria agree to
cooperate on border

security

Beirut: Lebanon and Syria agreed
Monday to form joint committees to
address the issues of border security
and missing persons, during a meet-
ing between the two sides in Beirut.

A Syrian delegation, led by Mo-
hammed Taha Al-Ahmad, director of
Arab Affairs at Syria’s foreign affairs
authorities, met with Lebanon’s
Deputy Prime Minister Tarek Mitri.

According to Lebanon’s National
News Agency, the meeting focused
on ways to resolve common issues
and strengthen mutual trust.

Key topics discussed included the
cases of Syrian detainees and missing
persons in Lebanon, as well as
Lebanese missing persons in Syria, ac-
cording to the report. They also agreed
to cooperate on border control and
prevent smuggling, while discussing
the facilitation of the return of Syrian
refugees to their homeland.

Former Czech PM Babis
hit by man at election rally

Prague (UNI)
Former Czech Prime
Minister Andrej Babis,
now the leader of the
opposition ANO party,
was struck in the head
with a metallic forearm
crutch by a man during
an election rally on
Monday, the Czech
News Agency reported.

The attack occurred
in the eastern town of Dobra in the
afternoon. Babis, who served as
Czech prime minister from 2017 to
2021, went to hospital for an exami-
nation after the incident, the agency
said, citing an ANO spokesman.

His health condition was not im-

of Israeli reservists report for duty
As military chief clashes with ministers

between Netanyahu and his minis-
ters, who want to push ahead with
the Gaza City offensive, and military
chief Eyal Zamir, who has urged the
politicians to reach a ceasefire deal.
Zamir said the campaign will en-

danger hostages and put further
strain on the already over-stretched
army, according to four ministers
and two military officials present at
the meeting.

This follows similar exchanges

Xi Jinping, Putin stand shoulder-to-shoulder as
China casts itself as alternatlve  global leader

Tianjin (China) (UNI)

In a veiled swipe at the United
States, Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping criticized it for allegedly re-
sorting to “bullying practices” and
projected himself as a new leader
of world governance, at a time
when President Donald Trump’s
‘America First’ foreign policy is
hurting the countries across the
world with punitive tariffs.

“The house rules of a few coun-
tries should not be imposed on oth-
ers,” Xi said in his address to the
gathering of more than 20 world
leaders at a two-day summit organ-
ised to enhance China’s global lead-
ership and its close and enduring
partnership with Russia, as the two

neighbors seek to rebalance global
power in their favour at the expense
of the US and its allies.

The meeting of the Beijing- and
Moscow- backed Shanghai Coopera-

tion Organization (SCO) in the
northern port city of Tianjin is Chi-
na’s biggest diplomatic event of the
year, drawing political heavyweights
including  Russian  President
Vladimir Putin, Indian Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and Turkish Pres-
ident Recep Tayyip Erdogan, reports
CNN.

At the summit, Xi pledged two bil-
lion yuan (USD 280 million) in grants
to SCO member states this year, and
an additional 10 billion yuan (USD
1.4 billion) in loans to an SCO bank-
ing consortium over the next three
years.

“We should continue to disman-
tle walls, not erect them; seek inte-
gration, not decoupling,” he added.

between Zamir and Netanyahu'’s
cabinet last month. Netanyahu said
on August 20 that he gave the in-
struction to speed up the timetable
for taking what he describes as
Hamas’ last bastion.

But on August 21, in discussions
to approve the battle plans, the mili-
tary again warned against hostages
being endangered and said it could
not begin the campaign for at least
two months, according to a source in
Netanyahu'’s circle and a defence of-
ficial.

The military’s main reason was
that more time was needed for hu-
manitarian efforts.

But surveys have shown a sub-
stantial proportion of reservists are
unhappy with the cabinet’s plans,
with some having taken the unusual
step of openly accusing the govern-
ment of lacking a cohesive strategy
for Gaza, a post-war plan for the en-
clave or clear victory metrics.

mediately clear. Czech
Television later report-
ed that Babis under-
went a head CT scan
and was subsequently
released from the hos-
pital.

Czech Police said on
the social media plat-
form X that officers at
the scene immediately
detained the man after
the attack, and the case is now under
investigation.

In addition to Babis, a woman
was also treated for injuries.

Police have preliminarily classi-
fied the incident as a “criminal of-
fense of disorderly conduct.”

Singapore PM’s India
visit from Sept 2-4 to
strengthen bilateral ties

Singapore: Singapore Prime Minis-
ter and Minister for Finance,
Lawrence Wong will make an Official
Visit to Delhi from September 2-4, at
the invitation of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, a statement by the
Singaporean Prime Minister’s Office
said. Prime Minister Wong’s intro-
ductory visit coincides with the 60th
anniversary of the establishment of
Singapore-India diplomatic rela-
tions and reaffirms Singapore and
India’s mutual commitment to
strengthen ties.

In Delhi, Prime Minister Wong will
call on President Droupadi Murmu
and meet Prime Minister Modi, who
will host a Banquet Lunch. Prime Min-
ister Wong will receive separate calls by
Minister of Health and Family Welfare
and Minister of Chemicals and Fertiliz-
ers Jagat Prakash Nadda, Minister of
Finance and Corporate Affairs Nirmala
Sitharaman and others.

Former US officials criticise health
secretary for" endangermg public health

Los Angeles (UNI)
Nine former chiefs of the
U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
(CDC) have jointly criti-
cised U.S. Health and
Human Services (HHS)
Secretary Robert E
Kennedy Jr. for “endan-
gering” the health of
Americans. In an opinion
essay published Monday in The New
York Times, the nine officials, includ-
ing seven former directors and two
former acting directors, voiced
alarm over the “wide-ranging im-
pact” of Kennedy’s recent decisions
on the U.S. health security.

“What the health and human ser-

vices secretary, Robert E
Kennedy Jr., has done to
the CDC and to our na-
tion’s public health sys-
tem over the past several
months — culminating
in his decision to fire Dr.
Susan Monarez as CDC
director days ago — is
unlike anything we had
ever seen at the agency
and unlike anything our country had
ever experienced,” the essay said.
The former CDC leaders criticised
Kennedy for firing thousands of
health workers and dismantling vital
disease prevention programs, warn-
ing such actions weaken protections
against cancer, heart disease.
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