
Bhopal: The Madhya
Pradesh Agricultural
Contract Workers Union
has appealed to Agricul-
ture Minister Aindal
Singh Kanshana to re-
solve a two-year-long is-
sue of pay parity and

benefits. The plea comes
after contract workers
under the “Sub-Mission
on Agricultural Exten-
sion” (ATMA) scheme
were excluded from the
new state-wide contract
policy.

On July 4, 2023, the
Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment, under then-Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, implemented
the Contract Policy 2023.
This policy was designed
to provide contract em-

ployees with the same
pay, leave, and social se-
curity benefits as their
regular counterparts.
While most government
departments adopted
the policy on August 1,
2023, ATMA scheme
workers in the agricul-
ture department were
left out, despite their col-
leagues in the National
Food Security Mission
receiving the benefits.

Union President Amar
Singh Jatav highlighted
the “dual standards” of
the department, noting
that both schemes are
centrally-funded on a
60:40 basis. Minister
Kanshana acknowledged
the injustice, assuring
the delegation that he
would issue instructions
to grant the benefits. The
union has given the gov-
ernment a 15-day ulti-
matum, threatening to
go on strike or seek legal
recourse if their de-
mands are not met.

Agricultural Contract Workers demand
pay parity and benefits from minister

Bhopal: A newly married
woman living in the Je-
hangirabad area of Bhopal
committed suicide by hang-
ing herself. The reasons for
the suicide remain unclear,
and the police have not
found any suicide note at
the scene. The incident oc-
curred on Tuesday evening.
According to Jehangirabad
TI CB Rathore, the victim,
20-year-old Lakshmi Vish-
wakarma, was married to
Deepak Vishwakarma and
originally hailed from
Bareilly district in Raisen.
Both of them are from the
same area. After their mar-
riage in February, Deepak
moved to Bhopal in search
of work, and the couple had
been residing in a rented
room in Barkhedi for ap-
proximately five months. At

the time of the incident,
Deepak was not at home.
Lakshmi was reportedly
alone in the house when she
took her life. Neighbors
alerted Deepak about the
tragic incident. The police
arrived at the scene, con-
ducted a Panchnama of the
body, and subsequently
transported it to Hamidia
Hospital for a post-mortem,
which took place on
Wednesday. 

No suspicion towards
husband: Deceased’s father:
Halke Vishwakarma, the fa-
ther of the deceased, stated
that he holds no suspicion
towards his son-in-law or
in-laws. He said that his
daughter never expressed
any problems. Consequent-
ly, the reason for her suicide
remains unknown. 

Bhopal: The Indian government’s recent decision
to remove import duty on cotton until December 2025
has drawn sharp criticism, with former Union Minis-
ter of State for Agriculture, Arun Yadav, calling it a
“breach of trust” against farmers. This move, he
warns, will undermine domestic cotton prices just as

farmers prepare to sell their new harvest in October.
Yadav highlighted the significant impact on states

like Madhya Pradesh, which ranks seventh in national
cotton production. The state cultivates cotton on over
5.37 lakh hectares, but its output has already seen a
sharp decline from 18.01 lakh bales in 2023-24 to an
estimated 15.35 lakh bales this year. The continuous
decrease in cultivation area over the last six years,
coupled with this new import policy, threatens the
livelihoods of thousands of farmers.

While India’s cotton consumption outpaces pro-
duction, Yadav argues that the availability of cheap
foreign cotton will force textile industries to abandon
local produce, compelling Indian farmers to sell at
distress prices.

To avert this crisis, Yadav has put forth a
series of demands:
● Reinstate the import duty on foreign cotton imme-

diately.
● Ensure Minimum Support Price (MSP) for cotton

farmers and guarantee procurement.
● Implement a mandatory policy requiring the tex-

tile industry to purchase domestic cotton.
● Announce a special package to ensure farmers

receive profitable prices for their produce.
Yadav cautioned that inaction could plunge mil-

lions of cotton farmers nationwide into a severe eco-
nomic crisis.

India’s move to lift cotton import
duty betrays farmers: Arun Yadav
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Bhopal: Two divorced women
have filed complaints against a
couple accused of fraud and sex-
ual assault. The women reported
to the police that the perpetrator,
who they met separately on
Shaadi.com, introduced himself
as a divorcee. Allegedly, he sexu-
ally assaulted both women while
his wife recorded the incidents,
with the accused referring to her
as his mother.

The accused reportedly ex-
torted Rs 85 lakh from the
women under the pretext of
business investments. When the
victims demanded the return of
their money and marriage, they
were threatened with the release
of the recorded videos. 

One victim, driven to despair,
attempted suicide, prompting
her family to seek counseling for
her and subsequently file a po-
lice complaint. Following this,
the second victim also lodged an
FIR.

Accused claimed to be
owner of steel factory

The first complainant, a 34-
year-old woman from the
Awadhpuri area, shared that she
is a clerk in a private bank. After
creating a profile on Shaadi.com
for a second marriage, she was
contacted by Avinash Prajapati,
who claimed to be a divorcee and
the owner of a steel factory
named Dhanalakshmi in Chhat-

tisgarh.
As their relationship devel-

oped, the woman visited
Avinash’s home in the Pratik Na-
gar area, where she was intro-
duced to his wife, Chandrika, as
his mother. Under the guise of
discussing personal matters,
Avinash allegedly raped her
while his wife recorded the act.

Accused also exploited a
beautician

In a similar incident, Avinash
also exploited a beautician from
Ashoka Garden, extorting an ad-
ditional Rs 40 lakh from her. In
total, the accused is alleged to
have defrauded both women of
Rs 85 lakh.

Husband rapes two women, wife made videos
Man defraud both women of Rs 85 lakh▼

Bhopal: National Human Rights Commis-
sion (NHRC) member Priyank Kanungo
has reported an attempted influence by
Shariq Machhli. Kanungo claims that
Shariq sought to obstruct the ongoing in-
vestigation against him by using a property
dealer as an intermediary.

In a post on X, Kanungo detailed an en-
counter with a man named Jainendra
Pathak, who visited him at his government
residence in Delhi. Pathak, identifying
himself as a resident of Madhya Pradesh,
claimed to be associated with Shariq
Machhli and stated that he had suffered
significant losses due to the investigation.
He requested Kanungo to let Shariq go. Ka-
nungo recounted that he reprimanded
Pathak and sent him away, noting that

Pathak left sweets at the door before flee-
ing. Kanungo emphasized that a formal
complaint has been lodged with the police,
who subsequently seized the items Pathak
left behind. He also highlighted that the in-
vestigation into Shariq Machhli extends
beyond the allegations of drugging, raping,
and blackmailing girls. It also includes in-
quiries into Shariq's alleged illegal occupa-
tion of ponds belonging to the hereditary
rights of marginalized Hindu castes, specif-
ically the boatman and Majhi communi-
ties, for fishing purposes.

Kanungo assured that all cases related
to Shariq Machhli will be pursued with the
utmost rigor and integrity, reinforcing the
NHRC's commitment to human rights and
justice.

Machli’s intermediary tried
to influence probe: Kanungo

Bhopal: Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL),
Bhopal, highlighted its dual focus on industrial innova-
tion and employee welfare through two distinct events
held today. In a significant feat of engineering, BHEL
flagged off a 62-metric-ton bottom shaft for the
Polavaram Hydro Power Plant Unit-1. This massive
component, manufactured in BHEL’s HGM depart-
ment, is the heaviest hydro generator shaft produced to
date. General Manager Pradeep Kumar Upadhyay laud-
ed the achievement, emphasizing BHEL’s role in manu-
facturing key components for the 960 MW Polavaram
hydroelectric project, a crucial part of Andhra Pradesh’s
infrastructure development. Simultaneously, the com-

pany fostered a spirit of camaraderie and knowledge
during a “Quiz Competition” held as part of Hindi
Month. The event saw participation from 106 employ-
ees, with 14 teams vying for the top prize. General Man-
ager Rupesh Telang commended the employees’ enthu-
siasm, noting that participation is more important than
winning. Additional General Manager A.K. Gupta
praised the passion for Hindi and likened the competi-
tion to a “KBC,” encouraging everyone to expand their
knowledge. The event, which included a General
Knowledge, History, and Geography quiz, served as a
platform for intellectual engagement and team build-
ing within the organization.

BHEL Bhopal showcases engineering
excellence and employee management

Bhopal: The Madhya
Pradesh police have been
directed to make photo-
graphic evidence of in-
juries a mandatory part of
every criminal investiga-
tion. Special DG of the
CID, Pawan Shrivastava,
issued the directive to all
superintendents of police
and commissioners in
Bhopal and Indore. Offi-
cers failing to comply will
face disciplinary action
from their superiors.
Strengthening legal cases:
he move comes after the
Indore High Court high-
lighted a significant loop-
hole in criminal prosecu-
tion. The court noted that
while police reports often
describe a victim’s injuries,
they rarely include pho-
tographs. This lack of visu-

al evidence can weaken a
case, making it difficult to
secure a conviction. The
High Court’s objection,
sent to the Director Gener-
al of Police, emphasized
the need for both police
and medical professionals
to document injuries with
photographs to be pre-
sented as crucial evidence
in court. 
This new mandate aims to
ensure that police charge
sheets include high-quali-
ty photographic evidence,
improving the chances of a
successful prosecution
and preventing future ob-
jections from the judiciary. 
Police superintendents are
now responsible for ensur-
ing compliance to prevent
a repeat of this issue in
court.

Lover confesses to murder
of fiancée in Bhopal
Bhopal: Bhopal police have arrested a
man for the murder of his 19-year-old
fiancée in the city’s TT Nagar area. The
accused, identified as Mubin, was ap-
prehended within 24 hours of the crime
after he confessed to the killing.

The victim, Roshni, was set to be
married in October to another man
from the Kohefiza area. According to As-
sistant Commissioner of Police Ankita
Khaterkar, Mubin, Roshni’s former lover
and a neighbor, was enraged when she
refused his repeated demands to call off
her engagement. In the early hours of
the morning, around 3 a.m., Mubin ac-
cessed Roshni’s room by climbing onto
a neighbor’s roof. He then attacked her,
slitting her throat with a knife. Police
grew suspicious of Mubin and brought
him in for questioning. During the in-
terrogation, he confessed to commit-
ting the murder. 

Bhopal: In a major administrative
shake-up, the Madhya Pradesh
Home Department issued late-night
orders on Tuesday, transferring
more than two dozen Additional Su-
perintendents of Police (ASPs)
across the state. The move affects
key districts, including Narmadapu-
ram, Khargone, Dhar, and Ratlam.

The late-night directive outlines
new postings for a wide range of of-

ficers. Among the notable transfers,
AIG PHQ Anil Kumar Patidar has
been assigned to the Bhopal Rural
IG office, while Geetesh Kumar Garg
moves to the Gwalior Zonal Police
Special Branch.

Manisha Pathak Soni, formerly
ASP Rail Indore, is now the SP of PTS
Ujjain, and Sandeep Mishra, SP Ra-
dio Bhopal, will serve as the new Ad-
ditional Superintendent of Police in

Rewa.
The reshuffle also includes several
other strategic appointments: Ab-
hishek Rajan has been appointed as
the Additional SP for Narmadapu-
ram.

Bittu Sehgal, Deputy Comman-
dant of the 13th Battalion Visbal
Gwalior, is now the Additional SP for
Khargone.

Parul Velapurkar and Nihit Upad-
hyay have been given new assign-
ments as Additional SPs for Dhar
and Balaghat, respectively.

25 Additional SPs transferred overnight
Madhya Pradesh Police shake-up▼

Police mandated to photograph
injuries in criminal cases

Newly married woman dies
of suicide in Jehangirabad
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