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Russian Air Defence
systems down 70 Ukrainian
drones overnight: Defence
Ministry

Moscow: Russian air defence
systems destroyed 70 Ukrainian
drones over five Russian regions
and the Black Sea overnight, the
Russian Defence Ministry said
on Wednesday. “During the past
night, from 23:00 Moscow time
[20:00 GMT] to 07:00 Moscow
time, 70 Ukrainian unmanned
aerial vehicles were destroyed
and intercepted by air defence
systems on duty over the territo-
ries of the Belgorod, Kursk, Ros-
tov, Volgograd regions, the Re-
public of Crimea and over the
Black Sea,” the ministry said in a
statement.

Typhoon leaves 14 dead,
18 injured in Taiwan
Taipei: Typhoon Ragasa left 14
dead and 18 injured in Taiwan as
of 6 a.m. on Wednesday, said lo-
cal authorities. About 100 peo-
ple remain trapped awaiting res-
cue, according to the island’s
emergency operation center.
The typhoon’s outer circulation
continues to batter Taiwan’s
eastern, northern and southern
coastal areas, bringing heavy
rainfall. On Tuesday afternoon, a
dam at a barrier lake in Hualien
County overflowed, triggering
flooding.

Palestinian killed by
Israeli settler in West
Bank: Health Ministry

Ramallah: A Palestinian man
was killed on Tuesday evening
by an Israeli settler in the village
of Al-Mughayyir, east of Ramal-
lah in the central West Bank, the
Palestinian Health Ministry said.
In a press statement, the min-
istry identified the victim as 20-
year-old Saeed Murad Nasan,
who died of his wounds after be-
ing shot during the attack. Earli-
er in the day, a medical source
from the ministry said that at
least five Palestinians were in-
jured, including one seriously,
during clashes in the village after
settlers, backed by the Israeli
army, stormed the area. There
was no immediate comment
from the Israeli army on these
incidents.

Emergency alert issued
after explosion rocks
central Oslo

Oslo: Norwegian police issued
an emergency alert Tuesday
evening after an explosion was
reported in Oslo, urging resi-
dents in the area to stay away
from windows and asking the
public not to visit the site. The
incident was first reported
around 20:43 local time near
Bislett in central Oslo. Witnesses
described hearing a “big bang”
and said a hooded man was seen
running from the area shortly af-
ter the blast, Norwegian broad-
caster NRK reported. Police said
unexploded explosive material
was found at the scene and es-
tablished a wide cordon while
bomb technicians and other
emergency crews worked on
site. Tram services were disrupt-
ed and traffic was diverted as
nearby streets were closed. Au-
thorities said the situation re-
mained unclear, with no imme-
diate information on casualties
or damage.

Russian Dy Foreign
Minister speaks against
oppression of Russian
speakers in Baltics

Moscow: The oppression of
Russian speakers in the Baltic
countries violates all the norms
of the old European “civiliza-
tion,” Russian Deputy Foreign
Minister Dmitry Lyubinsky told
Sputnik. “In the same vein, I
would like to mention the in-
creasingly harsh oppression of
Russian-speaking people in the
Baltics in violation of all con-
ceivable norms of the old Euro-
pean ‘civilization,”” Lyubinsky
said. Belarusian Foreign Minis-
ter Maxim Ryzhenkov said earli-
er this year that the Baltic states
have no achievements in imple-
menting any important, peace-
ful or development-oriented in-
ternational initiatives.

Trump meets Macron,
King Abdallah & Erdogan

New York: US president Donald
Trump also sat down for a short
chat with France’s Emmanuel
Macron at United Nations.
Macron yesterday announced
that France is recognising a state
of Palestine, and much of the
pair’s sit-down revolved around
finding a solution to the crisis in
Gaza, reports BBC. To that end,
Trump told reporters that he has
a meeting with leaders in the re-
gion later today, saying: “We
could have an outcome very
quickly.”

POTUS aftirms full su

French President Macron says Trump can win Nobe

New York (UNI)

Meeting at the UN with French
President Emmanuel Macron, US
President Donald Trump affirmed his
full support to Israel, telling reporters
“I'm on the side of Israel. I've been on
the side of Israel, really, my whole life,
and we're going to get a solution, and
it's going to be a solution that’s good
for everybody.”

Macron, whose nation led the cur-
rent wave of Palestinian recognition,
told the POTUS that if he wanted to
truly win the Nobel Peace Prize, he
could do so only upon ending the IDF
campaign in Gaza, as per Times of Is-
rael.

He made his comments at the on-
set of his meeting with leaders of the
Muslim world, stating that all the par-
ties will “see if we can do something
about” ending the war in Gaza.

Trump linked the effort to free the
hostages seized during Hamas’ 7 Octo-
ber 2023 assault, saying “We want to
stop that. We want to get our hostages

back;, or their hostages back.”
Commenting on Paris’ move to
recognise Palestinian sovereignty, he
echoed his statement from the UNGA,
aligning with the Israeli position and
said “I think it honours Hamas and
you can't do that because of October 7.

Repeated attacks reveal Pakistan’s
railway security failures

Balochistan (Pakistan): A deadly
bomb blast targeted the Quetta-
bound Jaffar Express in the Spizend
area of Mastung on Tuesday, leaving
twelve passengers, including women
and children, injured.

Railway authorities confirmed
that six bogies derailed following the
explosion, with one carriage over-
turning, resulting in several injuries
among the travellers inside, as re-
ported by Dawn.

According to Dawn, this was the

second explosion in the same region
within just 10 hours.

Earlier on Tuesday morning, an
initial blast occurred near the main
railway track connecting Balochistan
with other parts of the country, coin-
ciding with the departure of the Pe-
shawar-bound Jaffar Express from
Quetta Railway Station.

While the train had to be briefly
halted, security officials cleared the
track shortly afterwards, allowing it
to continue its journey.

Police corroborated that an im-
provised explosive device had been
planted on the track and detonated
as the Quetta-bound train passed
through Spizend. A senior official
from Pakistan Railways stated that
five passengers sustained injuries in
the overturned bogie alone, while
others were hurt in the derailment of
adjacent carriages.

You just can't do that.”

Macron replied that “nobody for-
gets the 7th of October,” but asked, “af-
ter almost two years of war, what is the
result?”

While he gave his support to Israel’s
targeting of Hamas leadership, and ar-

pﬂport to Israel

after ending Gaza war

gued that Jerusalem’s move for their
elimination was indeed a “great
achievement,” there has been little re-
duction in the number of terrorists in
the war-torn enclave.

He added “you have as many
Hamas fighters as you had the first day.
So, it doesnt work to dismantle
Hamas. This is not the right way to
proceed. So, we need a full-fledged
process.”

The French head of state thus in-
sisted on a political solution for resolv-
ing the crisis, contrasting with Trump’s
more emphatic backing of Israel.

Macron later sharpened his point
in an interview with BFM TV, saying
that if Trump wished to win the Nobel
Peace Prize, he must end the Gaza war.

“There is one person who can do
something about it, and that is the US
president,” he said. “And the reason he
can do more than us, is because we do
not supply weapons that allow the war
in Gaza to be waged. The United States
of America does.”

Trump meets leaders of Arab

B Calls it his ‘most
important meeting’

New York (UNI)

President Donald Trump met
leaders from the Arab and Muslim
world on the sidelines of the UN
General Assembly in New York on
Tuesday, terming the gathering his
“most important meeting” so far,
amid his ongoing efforts to end the
Israel-Hamas war in Gaza.

“We want to end the war in Gaza.
We're going to end it. Maybe we can
end it right now,” he told reporters
before the session began, reports
Times of Israel.

“This is my most important meet-
ing... because we're going to end
something that should have proba-
bly never started.”

The meeting was attended by the
heads of state of Saudi Arabia, the

“Highly skilled Indians are welcome”: German Envoy
invites applications to work amid US’ H1B Visa row

Agencies, Germany

German Ambassador to India Philipp
Ackermann welcomed Indian work-
ers in Germany on Wednesday, high-
lighting the country’s stable migra-
tion policies.

Ackermann said that Germany
stands out with its stable migration
policies and offers great job opportu-
nities for Indians in IT, management,
science, and technology.

“This is a good moment to talk
about Indians working in Germany.
Indians are among the top earners in
Germany. The average Indian work-
ing in Germany earns more than the
average German. And that’s pretty
good news. Because a high salary
means that Indians are contributing
big time to our society and our wel-
fare,” he said.

He highlighted that German immi-

Zaporizhzhia nuclear
plant loses all off-site
power, risking safety

Vienna: The Zaporizhzhia Nu-
clear Power Plant lost all off-site
power on Tuesday, showcasing
persistent risks to nuclear safety,
according to a UN nuclear watch-
dog.

The power loss was the 10th
time during the conflict between
Russia and Ukraine, the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency said
Tuesday on social platform X,
adding that its team is investigat-
ing the cause of the incident.

The agency’s Director General
Rafael Grossi said later that day
that emergency diesel generators
had started operating to supply
the plant with power, citing its
team at Zaporizhzhia.

gration policies are not haphazard,
taking a dig at the US, which made
the visa process more complex.

“We believe in hard work and we
believe in giving the best jobs to the
best people. Our migration policy
works a bit like a German car. It’s reli-
able, it is modern, it is predictable. It

will go in a straight line with no zigza-
gs. And you don't have to fear a full
break at a top speed. We do not
change our rules fundamentally over
time. Highly skilled Indians are wel-
come in Germany. If you want to find
out what Germany has to offer, click
on the link tree below. I'm sure you'll
find surprising opportunities,” he
said.

The latest move by US President
Donald Trump to revise the H-1B visa
fee to USD 100,000 has expanded
protectionist barriers against India,
according to a report by Systematix
Research.

The report said Trump’s decision
extends his anti-India trade offen-
sives beyond the merchandise trade
deficit and poses a fresh threat to In-
dia’s USD 190 billion services export
industry.

UAE, Qatar, Egypt, Jordan, Turkey,
Indonesia and Pakistan. The US
President stated that the talks
brought together “all of the big play-
ers except for Israel, but that’s going
to be next,” in an apparent nod to his
forthcoming meeting with Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu at the
White House.

Trump also complimented In-
donesian  President = Prabowo
Subianto’s speech to the General As-
sembly earlier, in which Subianto

Super typhoon Ragasa
batters Macao,
triggers top alert

Macao: Super typhoon Ragasa
passed within 100 km of the Macao
Special Administrative Region (SAR)
on Wednesday morning, causing gale
and heavy rain, said Macao’s meteo-
rological bureau, which hoisted the
No. 10 tropical cyclone signal at 5:30
a.m. local time.

The Macao Meteorological and
Geophysical Bureau noted that the
wind in Macao has reached hurri-
cane-level force 12 and will sustain in
the next few hours, and therefore, the
top-level typhoon signal will be in ef-
fect for a period of time.

Storm surge brought rapidly rising
water levels in low-lying areas, caus-
ing seawater to flood inland. The bu-
reau forecast maximum flooding of
1.5 to 2.5 meters around noon.

According to information from
the Civil Protection Operations Cen-
ter, Macao’s power utility Companhia
de Electricidade de Macau (CEM) has
implemented power suspensions in
flood-affected areas to ensure public
safety and protect power supply fa-
cilities.

Muslim world

said peace requires guaranteeing Is-
rael’s security.

Following the meeting, Trump
simply waved to gathered news re-
porters, offering no comment. The
White House has likewise main-
tained silence.

However, the meeting was appar-
ently a positive one as alluded by US
special envoy Steve Witkoff, who
while not offering any comment,
gave a thumbs-up to reporters upon
being asked.

‘Bad escalator and a bad teleprompter!, that’s
all I got from the United Nations: US
President Trump slams world body in address

New York (UNI)

US President Donald Trump was
unsparing in his criticism of the
United Nations, accusing the world
body of having done nothing to help
him in his efforts to end “seven
wars”. All he got from the United Na-
tions was “a teleprompter that did
not work” and an escalator that
stopped in the middle, and if it
weren't for First Lady Melania Trump
and himself being in “great shape’,
they would have fallen.

In his address to the 80th UN
General Assembly today, President
Trump said he had helped end seven
wars in his seven months of office.

“T ended seven wars, and in
places they were raging with count-
less thousands of people. This in-
cludes Cambodia, and Thailand,
Kosovo and Serbia, the Congo and

Trump criticises countries’ migration,
climate policies in scathing UN speech

New York (UNI)

US president Donald Trump has
criticised other countries’ migration
and climate policies, during a
scathing speech to the United Nations
that also took aim at the body itself.

The US president told the UN Gen-
eral Assembly in New York it was time
to end the “failed experiment of open
borders” and claimed UN predictions
over climate change were wrong,
prompting gasps from the assembly
floor, reports BBC.

Trump also made a major shift in
his position on the war with Russia,
saying Kyiv can “win all of Ukraine
back in its original form”.

In a post on his Truth Social plat-

form, he said Ukraine could get back
“the original borders from where this
war started” with the support of Eu-
rope and Nato.

In the wide-ranging UN speech
stretching to almost an hour, Trump

Palestinian recognition rings hollow without US support
as Israel continues military offence unabated

New York (UNI)

The call for Palestinian statehood
led by France, the UK, Portugal, Bel-
gium, Australia and Canada has
been met with mixed reviews. While
many have hailed it as a historic mo-
ment, many have derided it, arguing
that the move is a hollow as it lacks
the support of the US - which had
decried the move.

The call for Palestinian statehood
comes as Israel has continued its
military campaign in Gaza unabat-
ed, dismissing any and all interna-
tional pressure, and instead ampli-
fying its offence, reports BBC.

French President Emmanuel
Macron, who coordinated the deci-
sion with London under Saudi spon-
sorship, framed it as a defence of in-
ternational law.

“Right must prevail over might,”
he declared, arguing that recogni-
tion was essential to keep the two-
state solution alive. The initiative,
supported by the Arab League, was
also designed to create leverage over
Hamas, with Saudi Arabia and other
Gulf states calling on the terror
group to disarm and transfer au-
thority to the Palestinian Authority

(PA).

At a UN conference in New York,
Secretary-General Anténio Guterres
warned that the only other alterna-
tive to the two state solution would
be a one-state reality, defined by Is-
raeli hegemonic domination and
Palestinian “subjugation,” terming it
“unacceptable” and condemned the
actions of both Israel and Hamas,
saying nothing could justify collec-
tive punishment, starvation or eth-
nic cleansing.

Israel has fiercely opposed the
recognition. Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu denounced it as a
“reward for terror” following
Hamas’s 7 October 2023 attack,
where the terror group massacred
1,200 people, which kickstarted the
war.

repeated claims that he had stopped
“seven wars” since returning to the
White House, and accused the UN of
failing to help him do so.

He queried the UN’s purpose and
said it was “not living up to its poten-
tial”.

Though the reaction from dele-
gates was largely muted, some were
visibly squirming in their seats as the
US president addressed the UN for the
first time since he began his second
term.

Several could be seen shaking their
heads as he denied climate change,
calling it the “greatest con job ever
perpetrated on the world”, and refuted
the use of renewable energy.

Rwanda, a vicious violent war that
was. Pakistan and India, Israel and
Iraq, Egypt and Ethiopia, and Arme-
nia and Azerbaijan.”

He said that “no president or
prime minister or for that matter, no
other country has done anything
close to that, and I did it in just seven
months”. He said while it has been
an honour to help end the wars, “it’s
too bad that I had to do these things,
instead of the United Nations doing
them”.

“And sadly in all cases, the United
Nations did not even try to help, in
any of them.”

“I ended seven wars, dealt with
the leaders of each one of these
countries and never even received a
phone call from the UN in offering to
help in finalising the deal,” he con-
tinued.

Russia to begin trials of
mRNA cancer vaccine
against melanoma

Moscow: Russian scientists are ready
to launch clinical trials of person-
alised mRNA cancer vaccines target-
ing melanoma within the next six
weeks, according to media reports
on Tuesday.

Alexander Gintsburg, head of the
Gamaleya National Center of Epi-
demiology and Microbiology, told
TASS news agency that the necessary
documents had already been sub-
mitted to the Russian Health Min-
istry pending approval.

The first batches of the vaccine
will be produced once approval is
granted, Gintsburg said, adding that
patient groups have already been se-
lected and their genetic data have
been mapped for fully personalized
treatment.

Trump says Kyiv can win back ‘all of
Ukraine’ after talks wuh Zelensky

New York (UNI)

Signalling a shift in stance on
Ukraine, US president Donald Trump
has suggested that Ukraine can win
back all of its territory in its war against
Russia. The US president’s comments,
posted on social media on Tuesday,
come after he spent an hour meeting
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky at the UN General Assembly, re-
ports BBC.

“Ukraine... is in a position to fight
with financial support from Europe
and Nato, and WIN all of Ukraine back
in its original form” - this is a significant
change from statements made by
Trump throughout the year that
Ukraine, when he suggested the coun-
try didn't “have the cards” during his
first meeting with Zelensky at the
White House in February. “Let them get

their land back,” he said of Ukraine.
The territory that Trump is talking
about lies in eastern parts of Ukraine,
which is currently under Russian con-
trol. It comprises Luhansk and Donet-
sk regions - known together as Donbas,
Zaporizhzhia and Kherson (where it
held referendums shortly after the in-
vasion in 2022, but has never had them
under full control) and Crimea - a
peninsula out of the south of Ukraine -
which it annexed in 2014.
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