
Chennai (UNI)
Advocating a Standard Operating
Procedure (SOP) for public rallies to
prevent recurrence of tragic stam-
pedes anywhere in the country,
union Finance Minister today said
she has come not to pass a verdict on
what happened but to meet the fam-
ilies of the victims and the injured to
offer condolences and share their
grief.

“I have not come here to pass a
verdict, but to meet the bereaved
families and the injured to convey
condolences, listen to them, and
share their grief on the direction of
the Prime Minister. There is nothing
else. But I will report to him and the
Home Minister on what I heard,” she
told the media at Karur in response
to a question.

Earlier in the day, she visited a few
families of the victims and interacted
with the injured at the Government
Medical College Hospital after visit-

ing Velusamypuram, where the
tragedy took place during Saturday
night’s massive rally of actor Vijay’s
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK),
which claimed 41 lives.

On the urgency of evolving an
SOP for public gatherings, she said,
we are rather too late, unlike other
countries. But no time is a bad time
for bringing an SOP, particularly
when there are huge assemblies.

Nirmala Sitharaman meets families
of Karur stampede victims

Washington: President Donald Trump said
on Monday he would impose a 100% tariff
on all films produced overseas that are then
sent into the U.S., repeating a threat made
in May that would upend Hollywood's
global business model. The step signals
Trump's willingness to extend protectionist trade policies
into cultural industries, raising uncertainty for studios that
depend heavily on cross-border co-productions and inter-
national box-office revenue.

Trump announces 100% tariff
on non-US-made movies

Agencies, New Delhi
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Monday asserted that the Bharatiya
Janata Party-led (BJP) NDA govern-
ments have introduced a new model
of governance, which has been ad-
vancing the country.

"The BJP-NDA governments have
given the country a new model of
good governance. We are moving for-
ward with the mantra of develop-
ment and legacy. We have given the
highest priority to the security of the
country and its citizens. We have
freed the country from major scams.
Our government's focus is on deliv-
ery, and also on increasing the sav-
ings of the common man," PM Modi,
who inaugurated the newly built
Delhi BJP office, said while address-
ing a gathering here.

The Prime Minister stated that
the people of Delhi have entrusted

the BJP government in Delhi after
many years, and it carries a huge re-
sponsibility for public representa-
tives to meet their expectations. He
added that the BJP government in
Delhi was building new homes for
those living in slums, improving
hundreds of government schools

and hospitals in the national capital.
After a gap of many years, Delhi

now has a BJP government. The peo-
ple of Delhi have placed their
dreams and hopes for a better future
in the BJP. Therefore, every public
representative sitting in the new
state office has a huge responsibility. 

BJP-led NDA govts have given new
model of governance: PM Modi

Agencies, New Delhi
In Pakistan-occupied Kashmir’s (PoK)
capital Muzaffarabad today, unarmed
Kashmiris protesting against the Pak-
istani government were attacked with
gunfire by Pakistani police and members
of the pro-government party Muslim
Conference. So far, two people have been
killed and 18 others injured. According to
reports, the incident took place around 1
pm IST at the Neelum Bridge in Muzaf-
farabad.

PoK is witnessing conditions akin to a
civil war. People are physically con-
fronting Pakistani police and paramilitary
Frontier Corps, seizing their batons, hel-
mets, and shields. Merchants across all
districts of PoK, frustrated with the Pak-
istani government, have shut down
shops, imposing a de facto lockdown.
Whether in Mirpur, Muzaffarabad, or
Rawalakot, shops remain closed, and
people are taking to the streets against
the Pakistani authorities.

Under the banner of the Awami Action
Committee, a shutdown was called across
all districts of PoK. People took to the
streets to protest against decades of dis-

crimination by the Pakistani government.
As soon as demonstrators reached the
Neelum River bridge in Muzaffarabad,

Pakistani police and paramilitary forces
first fired tear gas shells and warning
shots into the air.

Clashes broke out with stone-pelting
from both sides. In the meantime, hun-
dreds of non-Kashmiri armed workers of
the Muslim Conference  a party support-
ing the Pakistani government, arrived at
the Neelum Bridge and opened fire di-
rectly at the Kashmiri protesters. ABP
News has accessed exclusive video of the
firing. 

The exchange of fire by non-Kashmiris
from other parts of Pakistan continued
for about half an hour, leading to the
deaths of two people aged between 22
and 25, and leaving 18 others injured.

To suppress the shutdown, the Pak-
istani government has deployed more
than 2,000 paramilitary Frontier Corps
and Islamabad police personnel across
PoK. 

Exclusive images and videos obtained
by ABP News from the Kohala area of
PoK’s capital, Muzaffarabad, show Kash-
miris beating Frontier Corps personnel
during protests and looting their equip-
ment. 

In retaliation, police and paramilitary
forces resorted to stone-pelting against
demonstrators.

Two dead, 22 injured as thousands
protest against Pak govt in PoK

Bhopal: Following the recent nationwide trend
of highly personalized public declarations—
which began with the “I Love Muhammad”
posters attracted controversy and led to retal-
iatory displays of “I Love Mahakaal”, I love Yogi
Adityanath—the Madhya Pradesh Congress
has introduced its own distinct political state-
ment. This time, the focus shifts from religious
devotion to a strong emphasis on foundational
democratic principles.

Gandhi scion declared defender 
of the constitution

A new poster, now widely circulating and
featuring Congress spokesperson Praveen
Dholpure, carries the multi-layered theme: “I
Love India, I Love Rahul Gandhi, Jai Bapu, Jai
Bhim, Jai Samvidhan.” The poster directly

places constitutional and social justice values
at the heart of the party’s campaign narrative.

Speaking on the intent behind the display,
Dholpure emphasized that the image of Rahul
Gandhi holding the Constitution symbolizes a

commitment to “saving and protecting” the
democratic framework. 

He specifically cited Article 25—which guar-
antees religious freedom—as a testament to
the Constitution’s enduring spirit of inclusivity.

I love India, I love Rahul Gandhi: A pledge to the constitution

Indore: Prime Minister Narendra
Modi virtually laid the foundation
stone for the expansion projects of
eight IITs across the nation today,
marking a major boost for technical
education. Crucially, IIT Indore re-
ceived a monumental Rs 624.57
crore project aimed at transforming
the institute into a world-class cen-
ter for research and innovation.

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister
Dr. Mohan Yadav expressed grati-
tude to the Prime Minister, calling
the initiative the start of a new era for
technical education in the state. 

He emphasized that the expan-
sion will unlock vast opportunities
for students in studies, research, and
innovation.

The massive funding, approved
under the Higher Education Funding
Agency’s third phase, is allocated for
state-of-the-art academic buildings
(Rs 374.38 crore), residential com-
plexes (Rs 123.15 crore), and ad-
vanced equipment (Rs 27.04 crore).

Key facilities to be added include
an Industrial Research Park, a dedi-
cated Design Department, a Student
Activity Centre, and a Visitor’s Hos-
tel. 

The Central Government also
sanctioned an additional Rs 100
crore to upgrade IIT Indore’s labora-
tories, an investment which Director
Prof. Suhas Joshi believes will signif-
icantly strengthen the entire educa-
tion and research ecosystem.

PM lays foundation for Rs 624 Cr IIT Indore expansion
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Delhi Police question
Chaitanyananda
Saraswati
New Delhi: A day after a Delhi court
granted five days’ police custody,
Swami Chaitanyananda Saraswati
was taken to his Sri Sharada Institute
of Indian Management Research as
part of the ongoing investigation into
allegations of sexual harassment and
intimidation of female students.

Officials said the accused spiritual
guru would be confronted with evi-
dence and witnesses at the location.

The Duty Magistrate at Patiala
House Courts granted the remand
yesterday, accepting the police’s ar-
gument that custodial interrogation
was essential to uncover the full ex-
tent of the alleged crimes.

Dholpure positioned the former Congress President as a crucial voice for social equity, stating
that “Rahul Gandhi represents the voice of farmers, the poor, and the deprived sections of so-
ciety.” The poster thus attempts to coalesce national unity (“I Love India”), political leadership
(“I Love Rahul Gandhi”), and historical democratic icons (Bapu and Jai Bhim) into a unified
message.

Championing the deprived
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Ukraine with
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12 Indian fishermen
arrested by Lankan Navy
Chennai: A total of 12 fishermen
were arrested by the Sri Lankan
Navy in the early hours of today for
allegedly fishing in their Territorial
waters and confiscated their boats.
The fishermen hailed the Karaikal
in union Territory of Puducherry
and Nagapattinam and Mayi-
laduthurai districts of Tamil Nadu.
The fishermen went for fishing in
mechanised boat from Karikal fish-
ing harbour. The fishermen were
fishing in high seas when they were
apprehended by the Lankan Navy
personnel for allegedly crossing
the International Maritime Bound-
ary Line (IMBL) and fishing in the
Lankan territory.

Seventeen rescued
from stranded bus
Mumbai: In a night time rescue
mission, seventeen individuals in-
cluding sixteen women and their
driver were safely evacuated after
their bus became stranded near
Chari village in Dahanu tehsil of
Palghar district yesterday night.
The rescue operation was person-
ally supervised by Palghar District
Collector Dr Indu Rani Jakhar and
Superintendent of Police Yatish
Deshmukh, demonstrating the ad-
ministration’s direct involvement
in the emergency response.

Two killed in firecracker
blast in UP's Fatehpur
Fatehpur/Bijnor: A firecracker ex-
plosion in the Kalyanpur area of
Fatehpur district killed a man and
his daughter today afternoon. The
incident occurred while they were
making firecrackers at home in
preparation for Diwali. The vic-
tim's son was critically injured and
has been hospitalized. According
to the police, Noor Mohammad
(50), a resident of Rewari village,
was illegally manufacturing fire-
crackers inside his house with the
help of his daughter Tayabba (20)
and son Sher. A sudden explosion
shook the neighborhood, prompt-
ing locals to alert the authorities. 
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Weather

Sensex
BSE....... 80,364.94 (-61.52)
NSE....... 24,634.90 (-19.80)

Bullion
Gold...... 1,16,400 (24 carat 10gm)
Silver..... 1,50,000 (1kg)
USD($)/INR(Rs)...... 88.75

Night

24.0
Day

29.6
Sunset

6:10
Sunrise

6:12

Internet suspended, Troops deployed after protestors clash with security forces

MP Congress joins national poster trend
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