
Portion of helipad caves in
after President Murmu’s
helicopter lands in Kerala
Pathanamthitta: A mishap oc-
curred at Pramadam Stadium in
Pathanamthitta today when a por-
tion of the helipad tarmac caved in
as a helicopter carrying President
Droupadi Murmu landed. The in-
cident happened shortly after the
helicopter touched down at Pra-
madam. According to officials at
the site, the chopper’s wheels
slipped into the newly concreted
temporary helipad surface, which
had not yet fully set. This caused a
depression that trapped the air-
craft. Emergency personnel from
both the police and fire depart-
ments, who were present at the lo-
cation, promptly intervened and
manually maneuvered the heli-
copter out of the affected area.

Air India’s US-bound flight
returns to Mumbai due to
technical snag
Mumbai: An Air India flight sched-
uled from Mumbai to Newark in
the United States had to return af-
ter take-off, as the crew identified a
suspected technical snag, accord-
ing to a statement issued by the air-
line on Wednesday. “The crew of
flight AI191 operating from Mum-
bai to Newark on 22 October, made
a precautionary air-return to Mum-
bai due to a suspected technical is-
sue. The flight landed safely back in
Mumbai, and the aircraft is under-
going necessary inspections,” ac-
cording to an Air India statement.

PM Modi extends birthday
wishes to Amit Shah
New Delhi: Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi extended warm birthday
greetings to union Home Minister
Amit Shah as he turned 61 today. In
a message shared on X, the Prime
Minister commended Shah’s stead-
fast dedication to public service
and his instrumental role in
strengthening India’s internal secu-
rity apparatus. “Wishing Home
Minister Shri Amit Shah Ji a very
happy birthday. His dedication to
public service and relentless efforts
to ensure the safety and dignity of
every Indian are truly commend-
able. May he be blessed with a long
and healthy life,” PM Modi stated.

IndiGo flight makes emergency
landing at Varanasi airport
Varanasi: IndiGo Airlines flight 6E-
6961, flying from Kolkata to Srina-
gar, had to make an emergency
landing at Varanasi’s Lal Bahadur
Shastri International Airport on
Wednesday evening after a fuel
leak was reported.

New Delhi: The Congress leadership has fi-
nalized plans for its star campaigners, for-
mer President Rahul Gandhi and MP
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, to boost the Maha-
gathbandhan’s efforts in the Bihar Assem-
bly elections.

Sources indicate that both leaders will
kick off their election campaigns immedi-
ately after the Chhath festival concludes.
Their presence is expected to match the
high-profile canvassing by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and other BJP heavy-
weights. Joint rallies with Mahagathband-
han partners are currently being scheduled.

Rahul Gandhi is set to begin his tour
with a major rally in a key district of North
Bihar. The party’s strategy focuses on areas
where Congress candidates show strong vi-
ability and the constituencies of sitting
Congress MLAs during the first phase of the
polls. The move aims to inject significant

momentum into the opposition’s campaign
in a politically charged environment.

Rahul and Priyanka to Spearhead
Congress Campaign in Bihar

New Delhi: Fugitive dia-
mond merchant Mehul
Choksi is a step closer to
facing trial in India after a
court in Antwerp, Bel-
gium, rejected his appeal
and upheld the decision
to extradite him. Choksi
is a key accused in the
massive ?13,000 crore
Punjab National Bank
(PNB) fraud case.

The Belgian court
found that all legal re-
quirements for extradi-
tion were met and af-
firmed the validity of the
Indian arrest warrants is-
sued in 2018 and 2021.

Choksi had fought the
move, claiming he faced
risks to his life, political
persecution, and an un-
fair trial in India, also cit-
ing poor health.

However, the court
dismissed his arguments
as insufficient, stating he
failed to prove any “real
risk” of inhuman treat-
ment or denial of justice
upon his return. This de-
cisive ruling marks a sig-
nificant legal victory for
Indian agencies and con-
cludes the long-running
battle to bring Choksi
back to face justice.

Major Win for India:
Mehul Choksi’s
Extradition Approved

Ujjain: Controversy
erupted inside the sanc-
tum sanctorum of the
revered Mahakal Temple on
Wednesday morning when a
confrontation between a temple
priest and a mahant (head
priest) escalated into a verbal
and physical brawl. The highly
unusual incident, which includ-
ed abusive language and threats,
was captured on CCTV.

Verbal Duel over 
Dress Code

The dispute began when Ma-
hant Mahavir Nath of Rinmuk-
teshwar Temple entered the
Garbhagriha with a guest, Ma-
hant Shankar Nath from
Gorakhpur. According to re-
ports, the two began discussing

temple rules, which quickly
turned into a heated argument
with priest representative Ma-
hesh Sharma. The situation es-
calated into pushing and shov-
ing, causing Sharma to fall. Oth-
er priests, staff, and security
guards rushed to separate the
two. Both parties have filed writ-
ten complaints with Temple Ad-
ministrator Pratham Kaushik,
who has launched an investiga-
tion based on the footage.

Saints Demand Priest’s
Expulsion

Following the incident, Ma-
hant Mahavir Nath informed lo-
cal sadhus and mahants, trigger-

ing immediate outrage. Over 100
saints and mahants from the lo-
cal Akhara Parishad, led by Pres-
ident Mahant Dr. Rameshwar
Das Maharaj, gathered to submit
a memorandum to Ujjain Col-
lector and Temple Committee
Chairman Roshan Kumar Singh,
demanding strict action, includ-
ing the expulsion of priest Ma-
hesh Sharma. Administrator
Kaushik assured the delegation
that disciplinary action would
be taken against the guilty par-
ties after a full inquiry.

Nath Community Alerts
UP Chief Minister

The incident has caused
widespread resentment among
the Nath Sampradaya commu-
nity across the country, as Ma-
hant Mahavir Nath belongs to
the sect led by Uttar Pradesh CM
Yogi Adityanath. The community
has brought the matter to the at-
tention of CM Adityanath, who
condemned the event. He stated
that the insult to the saint com-
munity will not be tolerated and
demanded appropriate action
from the local administration
and state government.

Clash Inside Mahakal Sanctum: Priest
and Mahant in Abusive Brawl

Washington: US President Don-
ald Trump hosted a special Di-
wali event at the White House,
where he termed Prime Minister
Narendra Modi “a great person”
and said he loves “the people of
India.”

The event was attended by
the Indian Ambassador to the
US Vinay Kwatra, the new US
Ambassador to India Sergio Gor,
FBI Director Kash Patel and Di-
rector of National Intelligence
Tulsi Gabbard. Leading business
leaders from the Indian diaspo-
ra were also part of the celebra-
tions.

Trump lit the diya in the Oval
Office, calling it “a symbol of
faith in the victory of light over
darkness” and extended his
“warmest wishes to the people
of India.”

“It's knowledge over igno-
rance and good over evil. During
Diwali, revellers recall ancient
stories of enemies defeated, ob-
stacles removed and captives
freed. The glow of the diya flame
reminds us to seek the path of
wisdom and to work with dili-
gence and to always give thanks
for our many blessings,” he
added.

The Indian Ambassador

thanked President Trump for
opening up the White House to
mark the festival of Diwali.

“Mr. President, let me start
first of all by expressing a deep
sense of gratitude for opening
up White House, Oval Office,
your home to mark Diwali's fes-
tival of lights, which is celebrat-
ed by one-fifth of
humanity….You are showcasing
the strength of diversity through
this celebration. So it's truly a
great honour. On behalf of my
Prime Minister and my own be-
half, wish you and your loved
one, very, very happy Diwali
greetings, particularly to over 5

million-strong Indian diaspora
in the US and I close by making
a wish, which is what we do for
Diwali. We wish that the light of
Diwali continues to shine on
your success and on the
strength of India,” he noted.

FBI Director Kash Patel, one
of the most prominent Indian
Americans serving in the Trump
administration, praised Trump
for celebrating Diwali at the
White House.

“It's an honour to be a first-
generation Indian-Ameri-
can…Under your leadership, so
many more millions of Ameri-
cans are living that dream, and

to celebrate here in the Oval Of-
fice on Diwali, which you
said…is a triumph of good over
evil. It's just an incredible hon-
our. It's incredibly humbling. 
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Why new H-1B visa
announcement comes
as a relief for Indian
techies, students

United States on Tuesday
issued a clarification regard-
ing the $100,000 fee for H-1B
visa applications. The Presi-
dent Donald Trump-led ad-
ministration stated that re-
cent international graduates
sponsored for H-1B status
while already in the country
would not be required to pay
the fee. The H-1B visa allows
highly-skilled workers to re-
side and work in the US for
up to three years at a time, al-
so providing for a possible
extension for up to three
years. The clarification from
the US Citizenship and Im-
migration Services (USCIS)
came as a major relief to Indi-
an tech professionals and
students in the US, who form
the backbone of the H-1B
program. Around 300,000 In-
dian workers currently in the
US on H-1B visas, mostly em-
ployed in technology and ser-
vices industries.

Belgian Court Rejects Fugitive’s Appeal in
Rs 13,000 Cr PNB Scam

Top Congress Leaders Set to Join Mahagathbandhan Rallies Post-Chhath

Gehlot Meets Lalu-Tejashwi
Amid Bihar Seat Tussle
Patna: Senior Congress leader Ashok
Gehlot arrived in Patna today to untangle
the complexities and seat-sharing dis-
putes within the Mahagathbandhan
ahead of the Bihar Assembly elections.

Gehlot held an hour-long meeting
with RJD supremo Lalu Yadav and Tejash-
wi Yadav, a picture of which has since
emerged, also showing Rabri Devi. Fol-
lowing the talks, Gehlot stated that the
full picture would become clear at a press
conference on Thursday. He downplayed
any major rift, asserting that only “five to
six seats” faced a ‘friendly fight’ and there
was no internal breakdown in the al-
liance.

Meanwhile, Purnia MP Pappu Yadav
made a sensational claim, alleging that
the NDA would not make Nitish Kumar
the Chief Minister and that only the Con-
gress would accord him respect. Yadav
further claimed that CM Nitish Kumar is
contemplating joining the Congress, and
the party would welcome him if he chose
to do so.

Dispute
Over Temple
Rules
Escalates to
Physical
Assault

Indore: Chief Minister
Dr. Mohan Yadav called
for making cow service a
“people’s movement”
while attending a Go-
vardhan Puja event in
Hatod. Performing Gau
Puja and affectionately
embracing a calf, the CM
questioned, “If we can
establish Tiger Sanctuar-
ies, why not Cow Sanctu-
aries (Gau Abha-
yaranya)”

Dr. Yadav appealed to
the public to regularly
consume dairy, saying,
“Whether it’s Sunday or
Monday, eat milk, curd,
and butter every day.” He
urged farmers to return
to natural and organic
farming, promising that
those who register for
natural farming would

receive a premium over
the Minimum Support
Price (MSP). He stressed
that it is essential to re-
turn to traditional farm-
ing methods and cow
service to combat the
damage caused by
chemical fertilizers.

Echoing the commit-
ment to cow welfare, Ur-
ban Development Min-
ister Kailash Vijay-
wargiya made a notable
suggestion: State MLAs
should donate Rs. 5 lakh
annually and MPs
should donate Rs.10 lakh
annually from their
funds to local Gaushalas
(cow shelters). The event
was also attended by Wa-
ter Resources Minister
Tulsi Silawat and other
public representatives.

CM Yadav Pitches for
‘Gau Abhayaranya’

Urges Daily Dairy Consumption
Vijaywargiya Proposes Donations
from MPs and MLAs for Gaushalas
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