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2 Russian military
airplanes briefly
violate airspace

Vilnius: Lithuania’s Armed
Forces said on Thursday that a
Russian fighter jet and a refu-
elling aircraft briefly violated the
country’s airspace near the
southwestern town of Kybartai,
which borders Russia’s Kalin-
ingrad exclave. In response to
the incident, two Spanish Air
Force Eurofighter Typhoon jets,
currently serving under NATO’s
Baltic Air Policing mission, were
scrambled and flew to the area
of the violation. Lithuanian
President Gitanas Nauseda and
Prime Minister Inga Ruginiene
called the alleged violation a se-
rious breach of international
law.

Argentine President
appoints new
foreign minister

Buenos Aires: Argentine Presi-
dent Javier Milei has appointed
economist Pablo Quirno as for-
eign minister, the president’s of-
fice announced on Thursday.
Quirno will replace incumbent
Foreign  Minister  Gerardo
Werthein, who “has submitted
his resignation, effective Mon-
day, Oct. 27,” the office said in a
press release. Quirno is currently
secretary of finance and “a key
member of the economic team
that managed to avert the
biggest crisis in the country’s
history and a fundamental part
of the construction of the Argen-
tine miracle,” it said.

Two boys electrocuted
amid historic high
tides in Vietnam

Hanoi: Two boys aged 10 and 15
died in Vietnam's Mekong Delta
city of Can Tho after being elec-
trocuted during high tides, Viet-
nam News Agency reported Fri-
day. The incident occurred on
Thursday evening at a streetlight
pole in Nguyen Phuong Danh
Park, where three boys were cy-
cling. The pole was inundated by
rising floodwaters at the time.
One boy managed to escape,
while the other two died. The Can
Tho Hydrometeorological Station
said the city recorded a historic
high tide of 2.33 meters at 6 p.m.
local time on Thursday, about an
hour before the accident.

Dump truck collision
leaves 2 dead in
southern Vietnam

Hanoi: Two women were killed
in a collision with a dump truck
in southern Vietnam’s Ho Chi
Minh City, local newspaper Tuoi
Tre reported Thursday. Authori-
ties cordoned off the area, di-
rected traffic, and collected wit-
ness testimonies while review-
ing surveillance footage to de-
termine the cause of the inci-
dent. According to data from the
Ministry of Public Security, from
July 25 to Sept. 20, Vietnam
recorded 1,066 traffic accidents
involving commercial transport
vehicles, leaving 633 people
dead and 530 others injured, lo-
cal daily newspaper Nhan Dan
reported.

3 killed in gas cylinder
explosion in Libya

Tripoli: Three people were killed
and several others injured in an
explosion on Thursday evening
at a car repair workshop in the
Libyan city of Sabratha, the local
emergency service said. The ex-
plosion, caused by a gas cylinder
in the workshop, also resulted in
the complete collapse of the
workshop’s roof, the Sabratha
branch of the Emergency and
Ambulance Service said on
Facebook. It also caused signifi-
cant damage to the building and
repair equipment, it said.

New snake species
discovered

Chengdu: Chinese scientists dis-
covered a new species of snakes
in the West China Rain Zone, sit-
uated primarily in southwest
China’s Sichuan Province, and
named them western China
mountain snakes, the Chengdu
Management Branch of the Gi-
ant Panda National Park said on
Thursday. Relevant findings
were published in the interna-
tional, peer-reviewed journal
Zoosystematics and Evolution in
September. Between 2020 and
2025, researchers with the
Chen}g1 u Institute of Biology of
the Chinese Academy of Sciences,
Qinghai University, among other
institutes, found a number of non-
venomous snakes measuring
about 80 centimeters in length in
the Giant Panda National Park’s
segment in Chengdu, capital city
of Sichuan, and in lush forests on
Mount Emei.

Japan’s new PM says will deepen
multilateral dialogue with India

Agencies, Tokyo

Japan’s new Prime Minister Sanae
Takaichi on Friday said her govern-
ment will deepen multilateral dia-
logue with India and other countries
such as South Korea, the Philippines
and Australia, and advance a “free
and open Indo-Pacific” where China
is increasing its military activities,
state media reported.

Calling the alliance with the Unit-
ed States the “cornerstone” of Japan’s
diplomatic and security policies,
Takaichi further emphasized that
China is an “important neighbour”
with which Japan needs to foster
“constructive and stable” ties and
promote a “strategic and mutually
beneficial” relationship.

In her first policy speech to Japan-
ese Parliament, Diet since being
elected as PM, pledged to lift the
country’s defence spending to 2 per
cent of GDP by March, two years

ahead of the current target of fiscal
2027, Kyodo reported.

Additionally, she vowed to pursue
an aggressive fiscal policy, the official
Japanese news agency said. The 64-
year-old Liberal Democratic Leader

Trial of shooter of former Japan PM
Shinzo Abe to begin next week

Agencies, Tokyo

The trial of the man indicted for
killing former Prime Minister of
Japan, Shinzo Abe, is set to begin
next week, as reported by Kyodo
News.

According to Kyodo News, Tet-
suya Yamagami, 45, is expected to
plead guilty to the murder of former
PM Abe, who was Japan’s longest-
serving Prime Minister postwar.

4 killed in Israeli airstrikes
across Lebanon

Beirut: Four people, including two
Hezbollah members, were killed on
Thursday in Israeli airstrikes target-
ing eastern and southern Lebanon,
according to Lebanese sources.

Two people were killed and two
others injured by Israeli airstrikes in
the evening targeting a house in the
town of Arabsalim, deep in the south,
whereas two were killed and several
others injured by earlier Israeli
airstrikes targeting areas in the Baal-
bek district, eastern Lebanon, the offi-
cial National News Agency reported.

A Lebanese army intelligence
source told Xinhua the two dead in
eastern Lebanon were Hezbollah
members identified as Mohammad
Haidar Jazini and Hisham Khalil.

A ceasefire between Hezbollah
and Israel has been in effect since
Now. 27, 2024.

The trial at the Nara District Court
is scheduled to begin on October 28
and conclude on December 18, with
a ruling expected on January 21. A
total of 12 witnesses will testify, the
court said, as reported by Kyodo
News.

Tetsuya Yamagami is accused of
shooting Abe with a handmade
firearm during an election stump
speech in the western Japanese city
of Nara on July 8, 2022, according to
the indictment and other sources.

It was reported that the witnesses
include Yamagami’s mother and a re-
ligious scholar, as requested by the
defense team. A lawmaker who was
at the scene is also expected to be
summoned as a prosecution witness.

Prior to the charges being pressed
on him, Yamagami underwent an ex-
tensive, roughly six-month psychi-
atric examination that found him
mentally fit to be held criminally re-
sponsible.

Afghanistan plans

Agencies, Kabul

Days after recent border clashes with
Pakistan, Afghanistan's Taliban-led
administration on Friday an-
nounced plans to begin construction
of dams over the Kunar River, a key
waterway that flows into Pakistan's
northwestern region.

The move by the Afghans is ex-
pected to restrict the water flow in
Pakistan through the river.

In a post on X, the Deputy Infor-
mation and Culture Minister for
Publication of Afghanistan, Muhajer
Farahi, stated that the order was giv-
en by Taliban Supreme Leader Hi-
batullah Akhundzada and instructed
authorities to start work on the pro-
ject "as soon as possible", without
waiting for foreign contractors.

As per Farahi, the Ministry of Wa-
ter and Energy has been directed to

elected as the country’s first woman
PM, underscored her government’s
determination to tackle rising living
costs as a “top priority.”

Takaichi has said that her admin-
istration will revise by the end of next
year, the country’s three key security
documents — its National Defence
Strategy (NDS), the Defence Buildup
Program (DBP) and National Securi-
ty Strategy (NSS), which sets a
spending target of 2 per cent of GDB,

These revisions are expected to
clear a path for even higher defence
budgets amid what Takaichi said are
“significant changes” in how con-
flicts are fought.

In an effort to fight inflation,
Takaichi said she aims to abolish the
provisional gasoline tax rate, which
has been in place since 1974, during
the ongoing Diet session through
December 17, and lift the nontaxable
income threshold from the current

China’s development faces
period of strategic
opportunities, challenges: Xi

Beijing: China’s development is cur-
rently experiencing a period marked
by both blossoming strategic oppor-
tunities and growing risks and chal-
lenges amid increasing global uncer-
tainty and unpredictability, Chinese
President Xi Jinping said.

“The development of our country is
currently experiencing a period in
which strategic opportunities coexist
with risks and challenges, under con-
ditions of rising uncertainty and un-
predictability,” Xi said at a meeting
dedicated to the drafting of China’s
15th Five-Year Plan for social and eco-
nomic development, as quoted by Chi-
nese news agency Xinhua.

China needs to closely monitor and
accurately assess the international sit-
uation, actively identify emerging
changes, and respond to them effec-
tively, the president added. “No matter
how the external environment
changes, we must stay focused on do-
ing our own work well,” Xi said.

1.03 million yen ($6,700) to 1.60 mil-
lion yen this year.

The government will begin de-
signing a system to introduce a mix
of income tax deductions and cash
benefits for households, while ditch-
ing an unpopular plan to provide
20,000 yen per person, she added.

“I will turn (people’s) anxieties
about the present and future into
hope and build a strong economy,”
she said at an extraordinary parlia-
mentary session, highlighting her
commitment to “responsible and
proactive fiscal policies” to “raise in-
comes, improve consumer senti-
ment, enhance business profits and
boost tax revenue.” “We need to
proactively promote the fundamental
strengthening of our nation’s defence
capabilities” to deal with “various
changes in the security environment”
since the three policy papers were
drawn up in late 2022,” Takaichi said.

NBA stars, mafia among
dozens arrested in illegal
gambling crackdown

New York: An NBA player and coach
are among dozens of people arrested
as part of a sweeping FBI investiga-
tion into illegal sports betting and al-
legedly rigged, mafia-linked poker
games.

Miami Heat player Terry Rozier
and Portland Trail Blazers head
coach Chauncey Billups were named
by federal prosecutors in two sepa-
rate indictments on Thursday, re-
ports BBC.

Rozier, 31, is among six people ar-
rested over alleged betting irregular-
ities.

They include NBA players ac-
cused of faking injuries to influence
gambling markets.

Billups, a Hall of Fame player who
has coached the Portland Trail Blaz-
ers since 2021, is one of 31 people
charged in a separate illegal poker
game case involving retired players
and the mafia.

In a statement, the NBA said that
Rozier and Billups were being placed
on immediate leave as it reviews the
federal indictments.

Rebuilding Rafah to take
up 2 to 3 years, says Vance

Tel Aviv (UNI)

US Vice President ] D Vance has left
Israel with an optimistic note, saying
Rafah, a city in the southern Gaza
strip, could be rebuilt in two to three
years.

Vance said Palestinians should be
able to move into a “Hamas free
zone” in southern Gaza “in the next
couple of months”.

He told reporters on Thursday in
Tel Aviv before he boarded Air Force
Two that the hope is for people to be
able to move back to Rafah.

Vance said the reconstruction ef-
fort could start “very quickly” in ar-
eas not under Hamas control.

“You're going to have first some
people, and then more, and then
hopefully in a couple years, a half a
million people living in security, liv-
ing in comfort, and also living in a
situation where they're not threaten-

ing their Israeli neighbours,” Vance
said.

It is the first time the US adminis-
tration has spoken in detail about
the potential timeline for the recon-
struction of Gaza, which has been
devastated in two years of war.

Vance told reporters that, so far,
both Israel and Hamas are respect-
ing the ceasefire with “exceptions”.

to bulld dam over Kunar Rlver that flows into Pakistan

sign agreements with domestic
Afghan companies to expedite con-
struction.

"The Ministry of Water and Ener-
gy says that His Excellency the Amir
al-Mu'minin [referring to Hibatullah
Akhundzada] has instructed them to

Ukraine likely to get 150 advanced Swedish
fighter jets under ]ust-31gned deal

Stockholm (UNI)

Sweden, new NATO member, has
said it is willing to sell Ukraine up to
150 of its most advanced fighter jets,
the first offer from a member of the
alliance to supply significant num-
bers of jets to Kyiv, which is seeking
to upgrade its small and ageing air
force.

The deal signed on Wednesday by
Volodymyr Zelensky and Swedish
Prime Minister Ulf Kristersson is a
letter of understanding, meaning ex-
act terms, costs and delivery dates
for 100 to 150 Saab Gripen-E jets are
yet to be determined, CNN has re-
ported.

But both leaders said it has the
potential to be a game changer, not

US Alaska Airlines
grounds all flights due
to IT outage

San Francisco: U.S. Alaska Airlines
grounded all its flights nationwide
on Thursday evening due to an un-
specified technology outage.

“Alaska Airlines is experiencing an
IT outage affecting operations. A
temporary ground stop is in place,”
the airline said in a post on X.

The IT team is working to solve
the error in the system as soon as
possible, the airline said in a re-
sponse to an X user, recommending
that passengers check their flight
status before heading to the airport.

The move also impacted Alaska Air-
lines’ subsidiary Horizon Air, as well as
specific flights bound for the Seattle-
Tacoma International Airport (SEA)
operated by Alaska Airlines’ regional
partner SkyWest Airlines.

only for Ukraine — which desperately
needs more air combat capabilities
in its fight against Russia — but for
NATO and European security overall.

“We are opening an entirely new
and truly meaningful chapter in our

relations — relations between
Ukraine and Sweden, and more
broadly, overall security relations in

Europe,” Zelensky in a post on X.

“These are very cool planes, pow-
erful aviation platforms that allow
for performing a wide range of
tasks,” Zelensky said.

“This will strengthen both
Ukraine, Sweden and Europe,” Kris-
tersson said in a statement.

Sweden joined NATO in 2024
along with its Nordic neighbour Fin-
land. Their accession to the alliance
—which ended longstanding policies
of non-alignment — was spurred by
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

Fighter jets have been a critical
need for Ukraine since Russia’s Feb-
ruary 2022 invasion of its neighbour.
At the time, Ukraine’s air force con-
sisted largely of Soviet-era aircraft.

begin construction of dams on the
Kunar River as soon as possible and
to sign contracts with domestic com-
panies instead of waiting for foreign
firms. Mullah Abdul Latif Mansoor
said that Afghans have the right to
manage their own water resources,"

Farahi stated in his post.

This came days after the intense
border clash between Afghanistan
and Pakistan.

Later, a ceasefire was brokered
between the two nations following
mediation through Qatar and
Turkiye in Doha.

On Saturday, Qatar announced
that Pakistan and Afghanistan have
agreed to an "immediate ceasefire"
following the intense border clashes,
with plans for follow-up talks to en-
sure its "sustainability".

In a statement from Qatar's Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs, both sides
committed to holding follow-up
meetings in the coming days to en-
sure the durability and implementa-
tion of the ceasefire and to foster
long-term peace and stability be-
tween the two neighbouring nations.

Trump to clinch deal with
China’s Xi during Asia trip

Agencies, Washington

U.S. President Donald Trump will
test his deal-making prowess in a re-
gion battered by his hardball trade
policies on a trip to Asia next week, as
doubts hang over his highly anticipat-
ed meeting with China’s Xi Jinping.

Trump, who leaves Washington
on Friday night, is set for a five-day
trip spanning Malaysia, Japan and
South Korea, his first to the region
and his longest journey abroad since
taking office in January.

The Republican leader hopes to
pile up trade, business and ceasefire
deals before turning to the toughest
challenge, a face-to-face with Xi on
Thursday in South Korea.

The trip comes as Trump works to

Over 30 min people in Sudan in need
of humanitarian a351stance

United Nations (UNI)

Sudan is facing one of the world’s
most severe emergencies, with more
than 30 million people in need of hu-
manitarian assistance, including
over 9.6 million internally displaced
people and nearly 15 million chil-
dren, four UN agencies said Thurs-
day.

In a joint press release, the Inter-
national Organization for Migration
(IOM), the UN Refugee Agency (UN-
HCR), the United Nations Children’s
Fund and the World Food Pro-
gramme called for urgent interna-
tional attention to the crisis in Su-
dan.

“Over 900 days of brutal fighting,
widespread violations of human

rights, famine, and the breakdown of
life-sustaining services have pushed
millions to the brink of survival, par-
ticularly women and children,” said
the release.

During recent visits to Sudan, se-

nior leaders from the four UN agen-
cies witnessed the devastating im-
pact of the crisis across the country,
including in Darfur, Khartoum and
other conflict-affected areas, it said.

Now in its third year, the conflict
in Sudan has destroyed essential ser-
vices like healthcare and education.
Famine was confirmed in parts of
Sudan last year, and the hunger situ-
ation remains catastrophic, with
children among the hardest hit and
malnutrition rates soaring, accord-
ing to the release.

The release said that families re-
turning to Sudan, many driven by
the determination to rebuild their
lives after years of relentless conflict,
reflect a fragile but hopeful shift.

maintain the signature foreign poli-
cy achievement of his second term, a
fragile ceasefire he helped strike in
the Israel-Gaza conflict, while the
Russian war in Ukraine rages and a
trade war with China shows little
sign of abating.

Over 21,000 affected as
heavy rains continue
across Sri Lanka

Colombo: Over 21,000 Sri Lankans
have been affected by the current
heavy rains, the Disaster Manage-
ment Center (DMC) said on Friday.

A total of 21,778 people from
5,361 families have been affected by
the bad weather, the DMC said,
adding that 591 houses have been
damaged, and four people have
died. The country’s Department of
Meteorology said that heavy rains of
over 50 mm are expected on Friday
and Saturday in several provinces.
Winds of up to 40 km per hour are al-
so likely in the seas off the western
and southern provinces.

Meanwhile, the Irrigation Depart-
ment said that 15 major tanks were
overflowing due to the ongoing
heavy rainfall.
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