
World Science Day for Peace
and Development 2025
highlights the role of sci-
ence in promoting peace,
sustainability, and global
cooperation for a better
future.

World Science Day for Peace and Devel-
opment is celebrated every year on 10 No-
vember to highlight how science supports
peace, progress, and sustainability. Estab-
lished by UNESCO in 2001, the day focus-
es on raising public awareness about the
important role of science in solving global
challenges. It reminds people that science
is not just about discovery but about im-
proving lives and promoting harmony
among nations.

World Science Day for Peace
and Development 2025

The World Science Day for Peace and
Development 2025 serves as a reminder
that science is the foundation for peace,
progress, and sustainability. It urges peo-
ple to trust science, embrace transforma-
tion, and prepare for the challenges of to-
morrow. As the world moves toward 2050,
the message of this day remains clear, sci-
ence must unite humanity in its pursuit of
knowledge, equality, and lasting peace.

World Science Day for Peace
and Development 2025
Theme

The theme for World Science Day for
Peace and Development 2025 is “Trust,
Transformation, and Tomorrow: The Sci-
ence We Need for 2050.” This theme re-
flects the need to build trust in science,
encourage scientific transformation, and
prepare for future challenges. It also con-
nects to the United Nations’ International
Decade of Sciences for Sustainable Devel-
opment (2024-2033), which aims to ensure
that science supports climate action,
health systems, and global cooperation.

In 2025, the event will be celebrated at
the 43rd UNESCO General Conference in
Samarkand, Uzbekistan, where scientists,
educators, and policymakers will discuss
how science can shape a sustainable and
peaceful world by 2050.

World Science Day for Peace
and Development History

The idea for World Science Day for
Peace and Development was first pro-
posed during the World Conference on
Science held in Budapest, Hungary, in
1999. The event, organized by UNESCO
and the International Council for Science
(ICSU), led to the global recognition of sci-
ence as a bridge between knowledge and
peace.

In 2001, UNESCO officially proclaimed
10 November as World Science Day for
Peace and Development, and since then, it
has been celebrated annually with educa-
tional events, exhibitions, and seminars
across the world.

World Science Day for Peace
and Development Objectives

The main objectives of World Science

Day for Peace and Development 2025 are
to connect science with society and pro-
mote scientific understanding among
people. The following table shows the key
aims of this year’s observance:

Strengthen public awareness: To show
how science contributes to peaceful and
sustainable societies.

Promote international solidarity: To en-
courage global scientific cooperation and
shared knowledge.

Renew commitment to science: To en-
sure science benefits humanity and sup-
ports development.

Address challenges in science: To bring
attention to issues faced by researchers
and promote innovation.

World Science Day for Peace and Devel-
opment 2025 Significance

World Science Day for Peace and Devel-
opment plays a vital role in connecting
scientific knowledge with everyday life. It
helps people understand how science dri-
ves social progress, innovation, and envi-
ronmental conservation.

By encouraging public participation,
this day builds trust between scientists
and society. It also fights misinformation
and emphasizes the need for science-
based decisions in health, education, and
technology. The day inspires global citi-
zens to appreciate science as a key force
for sustainable living.

World Science Day for Peace and Devel-
opment Message from UNESCO Director-
General

UNESCO’s Director-General, Ms. Au-
drey Azoulay, shared an inspiring message
for World Science Day for Peace and De-
velopment 2025. She said, “Science is es-
sential to peace-building because it offers
practical, sustainable solutions to global
challenges.” She explained that science
helps tackle the root causes of many con-
flicts, such as climate change, pandemics,
and resource shortages, by finding effec-
tive and fair solutions. Her statement
highlights the importance of open, ethical,

and inclusive scientific research in creat-
ing a peaceful world.

UNESCO’s Role in Promoting
Science for Peace and
Development

UNESCO plays a leading role in pro-
moting World Science Day for Peace and
Development by supporting inclusive and
open access to scientific knowledge. These
initiatives ensure that science continues to
benefit all nations equally and contributes
to solving major global problems. The or-
ganization focuses on the following major
goals:

Promoting science as a com-
mon good for humanity.

Encouraging open science so everyone
can access research results freely.

Fostering sustainable development
through collaboration among science,
policy, and society.

Empowering youth and women to be-
come future leaders in science.

Science, Peace, and Sustainable Devel-
opment

The link between science, peace, and
sustainable development is strong and
clear. Science helps create peace by pro-
viding fair, data-driven solutions to world
problems. Science also supports the Unit-
ed Nations Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), especially in areas such as
health, environment, and education. For
example:

Climate science helps man-
age natural resources and
prevent conflicts caused by
scarcity.

Medical research supports global
health and reduces inequalities.

Technology and innovation encourage
transparency and inclusive growth.

World Science Day for Peace and De-
velopment 2025 Celebration

The World Science Day for Peace and
Development 2025 celebration will take
place in Samarkand, Uzbekistan, during
the 43rd UNESCO General Conference.
The global event will discuss building
trust in science, ensuring transparency,
and shaping the science needed for future
generations. These celebrations aim to in-
spire scientists, students, and citizens to
contribute toward a peaceful and sustain-
able world. Activities planned for 2025 in-
clude:

International conferences
and science fairs.

School and university projects promot-

ing STEM learning.
Online exhibitions and digital aware-

ness programs.
Reports on sustainable science and in-

novation policies.
World Science Day for Peace and De-

velopment 2025 and Green & Ethical Sci-
ences

One of the major focuses of World Sci-
ence Day for Peace and Development is
promoting green and ethical science. In
today’s world, science must work in ways
that protect the planet and uphold moral
values. UNESCO supports policies that
encourage:

Green innovations to reduce
environmental damage.

Ethical research in fields like biotech-
nology and artificial intelligence.

Global collaboration to ensure science
benefits everyone equally.

These actions make science more re-
sponsible and aligned with both peace
and environmental sustainability.

World Science Day and the
International Decade of
Sciences (2024-2033)

In August 2023, the United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA) declared 2024-
2033 as the International Decade of Sci-
ences for Sustainable Development. This
global initiative highlights the need for
science to help achieve long-term sus-
tainability goals.

The World Science Day for Peace and
Development 2025 aligns with this vision
by focusing on “Trust, Transformation,
and Tomorrow: The Science We Need for
2050.” It emphasizes how future-oriented
science can promote global equity and
peace through innovation and collabora-
tion.

World Science Day for Peace
and Development Challenges

Even though World Science Day for
Peace and Development has achieved
global recognition, several challenges still
exist in promoting science for peace. Be-
low are the major issues and the way for-
ward for each:

Challenges:
* Misinformation and public distrust.
* Unequal access to science education
* Limited research funding
* Gender inequality in science
* Brain drain of researchers
* Impact of climate change
* Ethical issues in technology

* Policy gaps in governance
* Low youth participation
* Lack of global cooperation

Way Forward:
* Strengthen science communication

and encourage verified sources.
* Expand STEM programs and provide

scholarships for developing regions.
* Promote public-private partnerships

for scientific investment.
* Encourage policies supporting

women scientists and equal opportu-
nities.

* Build better infrastructure and incen-
tives for scientists to stay.

* Invest in green and sustainable re-
search programs.

* Develop global rules for responsible AI
and biotech use.

* Integrate science-based advice into
public decision-making.

* Encourage innovation labs and youth-
led science projects.

* Strengthen international networks for
open science and collaboration.

World Science Day for Peace
and Development UPSC

Article 27 of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights (1948) states that every
person has the right to share in scientific
advancement and its benefits. It also en-
sures protection for the moral and materi-
al interests of scientists.

To ensure science continues to serve
peace and progress, global cooperation is
essential. Governments should invest
more in scientific education, research, and
innovation. Promoting open access to da-
ta, supporting ethical standards, and en-
couraging climate-resilient research will
make science more inclusive and trust-
worthy. Strengthening public engagement
and youth participation can also ensure
that science remains a shared mission for
humanity.

Every November 14, India
celebrates the spirit of its fu-
ture- its children- on Children’s
Day, honoring the legacy of
Jawaharlal Nehru, the nation’s
first Prime Minister.

This day is not a public holi-
day in India so schools and of-
fices remain open as usual. In
fact, most schools and educa-
tional institutions organize fun
events to celebrate the day
with the students. 

Children often called Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru ‘Chacha
Nehru’ (translation: Uncle
Nehru) lovingly. This was be-
cause he was really fond of kids
and took several important
measures to ensure quality ed-
ucation and the rights of chil-
dren. 

Children’s Day History in In-
dia: The Legacy of Jawaharlal
Nehru

Previously, Children’s Day in
India was celebrated on No-
vember 20 along with the rest
of the world. However, a series
of events took place which
changed the date to November
14 coinciding with Jawaharlal
Nehru’s birthday.

In 1951, a United Nations
Social Welfare fellow named
V.M. Kulkarni was working on
the case of the rehabilitation of
children who were victims of

crime in the United Kingdom.
While carrying out this study,
he realized that there was no
such arrangement for the un-
fortunate kids in India.  

V.M. Kulkarni got inspired by
the idea of how Queen Eliza-
beth II’s birthday, on June 19, is
celebrated as Flag Day or a day
to raise money for Save the
Child Fund. Thus, he thought
of doing something similar for
India and proposed to the UN
to mark Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru’s birthday as Flag Day to
collect funds for organizations
working for the welfare of chil-
dren.

Although he disliked the
idea at first, Nehru later
agreed. After getting his ap-
proval, the Indian Council for
Child Welfare (ICCW ) arranged
the first-ever international fair
in 1951, marking the beginning
of Children’s Day celebrations.

The reason that Nehru’s
birthday was chosen as Chil-
dren’s Day was because he was
a strong advocate for children’s
right to education and a proper
life, as they are going to be the
future leaders of the country.
The former Prime Minister also
contributed to this cause.

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru es-
tablished many prestigious ed-
ucational institutions such as

the Indian Institutes of Tech-
nology (IIT), the Indian Insti-
tutes of Management (IIM), the
All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), and the Na-
tional Institute of Technology
(NIT ). He also implemented
other measures such as free
primary education, free meals
including milk, and so on. 

How is Children’s Day Cele-
brated in India

Schools, Colleges, and other
educational institutions across
the country celebrate Chil-
dren’s Day with much fervor.

* Schools organize many fun
and creative activities for their
students such as singing, danc-
ing, potluck, camping trips,
picnics, and so on. 

* This year on Children’s
Day, do not forget to do your
part for the unfortunate kids
and donate and volunteer for
organizations that are working
for children’s causes.

* Raise awareness about pri-
mary issues affecting children
in India such as child labour,
illiteracy, poverty, and child
marriage.

* Last but not least, do not
forget to spend time with your
children and encourage their
dreams and aspirations as
Nehru rightly said that they are
the future of this country. 
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Bhopal, Sunday, November 9, 2025

World Science Day for Peace and Development 2025

Children’s Day
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