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Kolkata (UNI) 
Three weeks into West

Bengal’s Special Intensive
Revision (SIR), the Election
Commission of India is
preparing for one of the
state’s largest voter-roll
clean-ups in over two
decades. Preliminary data
indicates that at least 10
lakh names, reflecting
years of accumulated ir-
regularities, are likely to be
deleted once the exercise is
completed.

Sources within the
Commission reveal that
around 6.5 lakh deletions
involve voters confirmed
dead, while the remaining
3.5 lakh names fall under
categories of duplicates,
shifted voters, and those
who could not be traced
despite repeated verifica-

tion.
A significant portion of

these questionable entries
is concentrated in the bor-
der districts of North and
South Dinajpur, long iden-
tified as zones with dispro-
portionately high voter
growth. The preliminary
findings appear to confirm
the Commission’s earlier
mapping, which showed
the highest spikes in voter
enrollment in districts ad-
joining Bangladesh.

“Between 2002, when
the last SIR was conduct-
ed, and 2025, West Bengal
has witnessed a staggering
66 per cent rise in regis-
tered voters, from 4.58
crore to 7.63 crore,” a se-
nior official at the CEO’s
office told UNI on condi-
tion of anonymity. 

EC set to strike off 10 lakh
names after SIR amid Bengal’s
‘Abnormal’Voter surge

New Delhi (UNI)
Defence Minister Rajnath

Singh on Tuesday called on
global maritime players to
partner with India’s rapidly
expanding shipbuilding in-
dustry, stressing that the na-
tion’s shipyards, are poised to
become a global hub for ship-
building, ship repair and mar-
itime innovation. The De-
fence Minister was delivering
the keynote address at Samu-
dra Utkarsh, a seminar organ-
ised by the Department of
Defence Production, show-

casing the capabilities of Indi-
an shipyards here today. He
said Indian shipyards are “vi-
tal pillars of our emerging
Blue Economy” and urged in-
ternational collaborators to

co-develop next-generation
maritime capabilities and re-
silient, sustainable supply
chains. He asserted that the
Indian shipbuilding indus-
try, composed of the spirited
public sector undertakings
and dynamic private sector
partners, safeguards nation-
al interests regionally and
globally, and India stands
ready to help shape the mar-
itime century by “building
not only ships, but trust”;
“not only platforms, but
partnerships”.

‘Build ships, build trust’: Rajnath urges global
collaboration at Samudra Utkarsh

Patna (UNI) 
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish

Kumar announced on Tuesday
that the state will be developed as
a new Technology Hub of Eastern
India.

For this, a Defense Corridor,
Semiconductor Manufacturing
Park, Global Capability Centres,
Mega Tech City, and Fintech City
will be established in Bihar.

He also announced that a pol-
icy and action plan have been
formulated for establishing new
sugar mills in the state and
restarting the closed sugar mills.

In a post on X, the Chief Min-
ister said, “A comprehensive ac-
tion plan will be prepared to de-
velop and establish Bihar as a
Global Back-end Hub and Global
Workplace.”

“To accelerate the pace of de-
velopment in a changing Bihar,
the goal has been set to build a
New Age Economy based on

technology and service-oriented
innovations in Bihar. To achieve
this goal, suggestions will be
sought from leading entrepre-
neurs connected to Bihar in this
sector, and plans and policies will
be formulated accordingly,” he
added.

Preparations are also under-
way to enhance and beautify all

major cities in the state, utilising
new technologies to position the
state at the forefront, for which
the Bihar Artificial Intelligence
Mission will be established.

A high-level committee has
been constituted, headed by the
Chief Secretary Pratyaya Amrit,
to prepare action plans on all the
above points. This committee
will handle the implementation
and monitoring of plans related
to promoting industries in the
state and creating maximum em-
ployment opportunities for the
youth.

The chief minister said that
the newly elected government of
Bihar is determined to establish
large-scale industries in the state.
For this, industrial corridors,
high-quality infrastructure, high-
quality power supply, water man-
agement, and skilled human re-
sources are essential, all of which
are now available in Bihar.

Bihar will be new technology hub
of Eastern India: Nitish Kumar

New Delhi (UNI) 
China on Tuesday denied that

an Indian woman from Arunachal
Pradesh was detained or harassed
in Shanghai and said her lawful
rights and interests were fully pro-
tected.

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Mao Ning said China's
border inspection authorities had
carried out checks and procedures
in accordance with laws and regu-
lations, the law enforcement was
impartial and non-abusive, her
lawful interests were fully protect-
ed and no compulsory measures
were taken on her.

''There was no so-called detain-
ing or harassing. The airline pro-
vided her with resting facilities and
meals,'' the spokesman said.

Having border checks on people
entering and exiting a country and
carrying out law enforcement ac-
cording to the specific situation of

the entry or exit, is the usual prac-
tice of border enforcement author-
ities of countries across the world,
the spokesman added.

An Indian citizen from
Arunachal Pradesh, Prema
Wangjom Thongdok, was held at
Shanghai airport for more than 18
hours after Chinese officials de-
clared her Indian passport invalid.

Thongdok, an Indian citizen
living in UK for 14 years, was trav-
eling from London's Gatwick to
Japan via transit in Shanghai.

India lodged strong protest
with China over the incident.

In a detailed post on X on Sunday,
she claimed, “I was held at Shanghai
airport for over 18 hours on 21st No-
vember 2025 by China immigration
and China Eastern Airlines. They
called my Indian passport invalid
because my birthplace is Arunachal
Pradesh, which they claimed is Chi-
nese territory.” Pema, 35, claimed
that she was confined to the transit
area without clear explanations, ac-
cess to proper food, or basic facili-
ties.

She also claimed that her passport
was confiscated, and she was pre-
vented from boarding her connecting
flight to Japan despite carrying a valid
visa. What should have been a routine
transit, she said, turned into a dis-
tressing standoff with airport author-
ities.

Her mother Sang Chhom Thong-
dok said Pema went through a “har-
rowing ordeal”, but she is “very smart
and strong” and didn’t buckle under
pressure.

“After the issue cropped up, she
first reached out to her late father’s
friend in Delhi, who helped her get in
touch with the Indian embassy au-
thorities in China, and they, in turn,
helped her travel out of China. She is
currently in Bangkok, Thailand,” she
said.

Pema has written to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, Union Minister
Kiren Rijiju and Arunachal Pradesh
CM Pema Khandu, she said.

China denies Indian woman from Arunachal
Pradesh was detained or harassed in Shanghai

Six killed, seven injured in collision
between truck and autorickshaw
Sheikhpura (Bihar): At least six people were
killed and 7 others injured in a headon colli-
sion between a speeding truck and an au-
torickshaw on Sheikhpura-Sikandra highway
between Manianda and Eksaribigha village
under Town Police Station area here today.

According to police, the accident took
place due to overspeeding truck. The police
said four people died on the spot, a youth
succumbed at Sheikhpura Hospital whereas
a 6-year-old child died while being rushed to
Pavapuri for treatment.

The injured were admitted at Sadar Hospi-
tal. The police said the driver of the truck
managed to escape after that accident.

Khandu predicts BJP
sweep in Arunachal
local body polls
Itanagar: Senior BJP leader and
Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister
Pema Khandu expressed confidence
about BJP’s resounding victory in the
upcoming Panchayat Raj elections
scheduled for December 15.

Currently on a tour to his home-
town, Khandu met BJP office-bearers
from Tawang district and the three
Mandals of Jang, Tawang, and Lum-
la, emphasising the strength of the
party’s grassroots network ahead of
the local body polls.

In a show of organisational domi-
nance, Khandu revealed that 241 out
of 310 Gram Panchayat (GP) seats in
Tawang district have been won un-
opposed by BJP members, a figure
that underscores the party’s deep
penetration and mobilisation at the
village level.

He described this outcome as
“overwhelming support from the
people,” and added, “With such a
strong mandate, the party’s grass-
roots network has shown remarkable
resilience and public trust.”

Gonda BLO dies after
consuming poison
Gonda: A Block Level Officer
(BLO) posted in Gonda passed
away on Tuesday morning after
reportedly consuming a poiso-
nous substance. The incident
occurred around 7:30 am, when
the officer, identified as Vipin Ya-
dav, suddenly fell seriously ill.
Local medical facilities could
not provide immediate relief,
prompting Yadav’s family to
rush him to Lucknow for ad-
vanced treatment. Upon arrival
at the King George’s Medical
University (KGMU) Trauma Cen-
tre, doctors declared him dead.

Security forces recover
arms; Police arrest digital
content creator in Manipur
Imphal: Security Forces on Tues-
day recovered a substantial
cache of arms, explosives, and
tactical equipment from the Bol-
neo area, about 5 kilometres
from Ningthiching village under
Henglep Police Station in Chu-
rachandpur district. The seizure
was made during an operation
carried out as part of ongoing ef-
forts to curb the activities of un-
derground groups in the region.
According to police, the recov-
ered items included seven mod-
ified projectile launchers, eleven
locally made Pumpi projectile
high-explosive bombs, seven
country-made single-barrel ri-
fles, two country-made pistols,
two pistol magazines, three live
pistol rounds, two Baofeng
handsets, nine BP jackets, six
anklets, and nine ammunition
pouches.

Hightened security in
place ahead of Magh
Mela in Prayagraj
Prayagraj: Preparations for the
annual Magh Mela in Prayagraj
are underway in full force, but
following the recent blasts in Del-
hi, authorities have significantly
ramped up security measures.
Access to the Mela area has been
tightened, and flying drones
without prior permission has
been strictly prohibited. The
Magh Mela is scheduled to begin
on January 3 and continue until
February 15. Sources said on
Tuesday that bomb disposal
squads and dog units are con-
ducting frequent checks across
the fairgrounds. Temporary
structures and ongoing construc-
tion work are also being closely
inspected to ensure safety.

PM Modi honors Guru
Teg Bahadur’s 350th
martyrdom anniversary
New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Tuesday paid
a profound tribute to Guru Teg
Bahadur, the ninth Sikh Guru,
marking the occasion of his
350th martyrdom anniversary
(Shaheedi Diwas).
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