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Guwahati (UNI)
The Special Investigation Team (SIT) of
the Assam police in Friday filed the
charge sheet regarding the death of singer
Zubeen Garg before the court of Chief Ju-
dicial Magistrate (CJM) in Guwahati.

A team from SIT entered the CJM court
on Friday morning and filed the over 3000
page charge sheet. There were thousands
of supporting documents which the SIT
have filed along with the charge sheet.

SIT Chief Munna Prasad Gupta while
talking to the media later in the day said
that murder charges have been invoked
against four accused namely Siddhartha
Sharma, Shyamkanu Mahanta, Sekharjy-
oti Goswami and Amritprabha Goswami.

He said that the other three accused
namely Sandipan Garg and two body
guiards –Paresh Baishya and Nndeswar
Borah were charged for different sections
of BNS for culpable homicide, criminal
conspiracy and criminal breach of trust.

“We have filed the charge sheet today.
The four main accused were charged un-
der different section of BNS including
section 3, 61 , 103 of the BNS and others,”
he said. Assam’s iconic singer Zubeen
Garg died under mysterious circum-
stances in Singapore on September 19.

The Assam Government has instituted a
SIT of the CID to probe the death of

the iconic singer. The government has
also instituted a judicial probe into the
death of Garg.

It may be mentioned here that the SIT
of the Assam Police have so far arrested
seven persons and recorded statements
of over 300 witnesses regarding the case
relating to death of Zubeen Garg.

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma had earlier told the Assam Legisla-
tive assembly that the death of Zubeen
Garg is a “plain and simple” murder.

The Chief Minister has earlier said that
the Assam police from day three of the in-
vestigation was sure that it is not a case of
culpable homicide but a ‘plain and sim-
ple’ murder.

“That is the reason, the Assam police
have added Section 103 of the BNS with
permission from the court,” he said.

The Chief Minister has earlier stated
that the SIT investigation is a ‘water tight
one’ and that the investigating agency will
file the charge sheet between December 8 to
December 10. He said that the police have
booked the accused under section 103 of
the BNS for which they were sent to judicial
custody and were not granted bail so far.

Zubeen Garg murder case: SIT files
charge sheet against seven accused

Belagavi (UNI)
Karnataka Congress MLA Iqbal Hus-
sain on Friday sparked a fresh round
of political tremors by claiming that
Deputy Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar will take over as chief minister
after the ongoing winter session of
the state legislature.

Speaking to reporters, the Ra-
managara MLA confirmed attending
Shivakumar’s late-night dinner
meeting with ministers and legisla-
tors, but dismissed suggestions of a
show of strength. “We had dinner to-
gether… what’s wrong in that?” he
asked.

Pressed on political discussions at
the gathering, Hussain dropped the
bombshell: “I’m giving good news…
he will become CM after the session.
Shivakumar will get his chance.”

Hussain said 50–55 Congress
MLAs were present at the dinner,
held at a time when speculation over
a Siddaramaiah–Shivakumar power-
sharing understanding has surged
after the government crossed its
halfway mark on November 20.

He insisted that the final call rests
with the high command. “We are
confident because of Shivakumar’s
effort and struggle. We have con-
veyed this to the high command…
and we will abide by whatever deci-
sion they take,” he said.

The Congress high command has
been trying to cool tensions, with
Siddaramaiah and Shivakumar hold-
ing back-to-back breakfast meetings
in Bengaluru—widely seen as an at-
tempt to signal continuity during the
crucial Belagavi session, which con-

cludes on December 19.
Party sources said over 30 Con-

gress MLAs and ministers attended
Thursday night’s dinner, including
senior leaders K H Muniyappa,
Mankal Vaidya, and Dr M C Sud-
hakar. Expelled BJP MLAs ST So-
mashekhar and Shivaram Hebbar
were also present.

The gathering came a day after a
parallel dinner hosted by Feroz Sait
for Chief Minister Siddaramaiah and
his supporters—adding further fuel
to the leadership buzz within the rul-
ing party. Speculation of a CM
change has persisted since the
halfway mark of the Congress gov-
ernment, amid talk of an informal
power-sharing arrangement be-
tween Siddaramaiah and Shivaku-
mar after the 2023 Assembly victory.

Shivakumar to become CM after
winter session: Congress MLA

Rs 100 crore
notice to Khera
New Delhi: Congress
spokesperson and Chair-
man of the party’s Media and
Publicity department Pawan
Khera has been served with a
defamation notice of Rs 100
crore for a post on X released
early Friday.

The notice was served by
Chairman of The Statesman
Ltd and a Director of UNI R
P Gupta, after Khera in a
tweet insinuated that some-
one in “the highest office”
had helped Gupta acquire a
media company. In a
strongly worded notice the
lawyers for Gupta, termed
the X post as “bare faced lies
dressed up as innuendo”
and stated that Khera had
defamed not just his client
but the President of India
for his narrow political ends.

New Delhi (UNI)
Leader of Opposition in
Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi,
on Friday called for an ur-
gent, bipartisan discussion
in the parliament to ad-
dress the alarming rise in
air pollution across the
country keeping politics
aside.

Speaking to reporters
outside the parliament,
Gandhi highlighted the se-
vere public health conse-
quences of polluted air in
India’s major cities.

“Many of our cities are
shrouded in a toxic haze.
Millions of children are
suffering from lung dis-
eases, their futures imper-
illed. Cancer rates are ris-
ing, and elderly citizens
struggle for every breath,”
Gandhi said emphatically.

“This is not a matter of ide-
ology. I am confident that
both the government and
the opposition share the
same concern. We all agree
that the devastating impact
of air pollution demands
collective action.”

He further appealed for
a constructive approach
focused on solutions rather
than blame-game: “Instead
of pointing fingers at who
has done what, let us unite
to ask a simple question—
what concrete steps will we
take to secure a healthier
future for the people of In-
dia? If we can set aside our
differences on this one is-
sue, where there is no dis-
agreement, we can demon-
strate true leadership by
prioritising the wellbeing
of our citizens.”

Rahul Gandhi seeks an unbiased debate on
the air pollution issue facing the country

Kolkata (UNI)
West Bengal’s Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) has
ended with a sweeping
overhaul of the electoral
database, as 58,08,202
names are set to be deleted
from the draft voter list.

Election Commission
(EC) officials confirmed on
Thursday that this figure,
which already crossed the
50-lakh mark earlier, repre-
sents the combined count
of deceased, missing, relo-
cated, bogus, and other
disqualified voters identi-
fied during the weeks-long
enumeration process.

While minor adjust-
ments may occur before
the draft list is published,
the Commission does not
anticipate any significant
shift from the current
number. According to EC
sources, the state has
recorded 24,18,699 de-
ceased voters, whose

names will be removed
from the rolls. The list of
missing voters has also ex-
panded, touching
12,01,462, after Booth Lev-
el Officers (BLOs) made at
least three visits to their
registered residences but
still failed to trace them.

As per EC norms, any
voter who remains un-
traceable despite repeated
field visits is categorised as
“missing” and marked for
deletion pending further
verification.

The enumeration has
also identified a substan-
tial number of voters who
have either shifted resi-
dence or whose names ap-
peared in multiple rolls. A
total of 19,93,087 voters have
been listed under this cate-
gory, and their names are be-
ing retained only at their
correct addresses, with du-
plicate or outdated entries
earmarked for removal.

Bengal SIR: 58.08 lakh voters
set for deletion from draft roll
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