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Kochi (UNI)
In a major development in
the 2017 actress assault case,
the Ernakulam Principal
Sessions Court on Friday
handed down sentences to
the six men convicted in the
case. The court sentenced all
six, including prime accused
Sunil alias Pulsar Suni, to 20
years’ rigorous imprison-
ment each.

Each convict was also
fined Rs 50,000, with an ad-
ditional one-year imprison-
ment if the fine is not paid.
The accused were found
guilty of gang rape and con-
spiracy relating to the ab-
duction and assault of the
actress in 2017.

The sentencing follows
the court’s decision, on De-
cember 8, to acquit Malay-

alam actor Dileep and three
others of conspiracy
charges, citing insufficient
evidence linking them to the
planning of the attack.

During hearing on Friday,
the judge cautioned media
and legal professionals
against campaigning or mis-
reporting court proceedings,
stressing the responsibility
involved in covering such a
sensitive case.

Several convicts made
emotional appeals citing
family hardships before the
sentence was pronounced.

Reactions poured in from
the Malayalam film industry.
Actor Tovino Thomas em-
phasised the importance of
respecting the judicial
process and ensuring justice
for the survivor.

Kerala: Six convicts get 20 years
in 2017 actress assault case

Hyderabad (UNI)
BJP Legislative Party leader
Eleti Maheshwara Reddy
was arrested on Friday after
staging a protest at the Sin-
gareni Collieries Company
Limited (SCCL) head office,
opposing the reported allo-
cation of public funds for
the proposed exhibition
football match involving in-
ternational star Lionel Messi
and Chief Minister A Re-
vanth Reddy’s team.

Police shifted Eleti Ma-
heshwara Reddy from the
protest site to the BJP state
office before detaining him

along with several party
workers. They were later tak-
en to the Begum Bazaar po-
lice station.

The BJP held a dharna al-
leging that Singareni’s funds
were being diverted to spon-
sor the event, which they de-
scribed as an inappropriate
use of public money.

Addressing the gathering,
Eleti Maheshwara Reddy
launched a strong attack on
the Chief Minister, accusing
him of misusing over Rs 100
crore of government funds
for what he called a “football
party.”

BJP leader Eleti Maheshwara Reddy arrested

New Delhi (UNI)
The Election Commission of India (ECI)
has appointed Special Roll Observers
(SROs) to oversee the ongoing Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) of the Electoral Rolls
in eight major states: West Bengal, Tamil
Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, Kerala,
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, and Ra-
jasthan.

“This high-level supervision aims to
guarantee the integrity and accuracy of
the voter list before its final publication in
February 2026,” the commission said in a
press note on Friday.

The SIR is a comprehensive, house-to-
house enumeration and verification
process undertaken by the ECI to ensure
an accurate and error-free electoral roll. It
is a critical exercise to clean the rolls by in-
cluding all eligible voters and removing
entries for deceased, shifted or ineligible
persons, thereby upholding the principle
of “one person, one vote.”

The newly appointed Special Roll Ob-

servers have already commenced their du-
ties. They are mandated to be present in
the designated states two days a week un-
til the conclusion of the revision process
in early 2026.

A core part of the SROs’ mandate is to
ensure the process is “smooth, transpar-
ent and participatory.” To achieve this, the
observers will conduct crucial meetings

with the state and district-level leadership
of all national and state political parties. 

Furthermore, the SROs will hold regu-
lar meetings, both physical and virtual,
with the Chief Electoral Officers (CEOs)
and District Election Officers (DEOs) to
closely monitor the progress and adher-
ence to the Commission’s guidelines.

The primary objective of the SRO de-
ployment is to observe that the SIR
process progress meticulously to guaran-
tee “that no eligible elector is left out and
no ineligible person is included in the
Electoral Rolls,” the statement notes.

An official overseeing the process,
speaking on the condition of anonymity,
commented on the importance of the
move: “The appointment of Special Roll
Observers ensures enhanced scrutiny and
transparency in the SIR process across all
divisions. Their presence will strengthen
monitoring and compliance with EC
norms, which is vital for building public
trust in the final electoral rolls.”

ECI deploys Special Roll Observers
for SIR in eight major states

Mahendragarh: NBCC (India) Lim-
ited held a foundation stone laying
ceremony on Friday for a major in-
frastructure development project
valued at Rs 196.98 crore at the
Central University of Haryana
(CUH). The project, awarded on an
EPC (Engineering, Procurement,
and Construction) basis, marks a
significant leap towards creating a
modern, research-centric educa-
tional destination.

Building a sustainable 
academic ecosystem

The comprehensive develop-
ment plan covers 41,339 square
meters of built-up area and in-
cludes six key structures designed
to enhance the university’s acade-

mic, research, and residential ca-
pacities. Key components include
a state-of-the-art School of Engi-
neering and Technology Block, a
dedicated Lecture Hall Complex,
and an advanced Central Instru-
mentation Center for research.

The project also features a 630-
capacity Girls’ Hostel and a cen-
tralized Computer Center Building.
Sustainability is a core feature, with
plans to integrate solar power sys-
tems and green construction prac-
tices aimed at achieving a GRIHA
3-Star Rating for energy efficiency.
The new infrastructure is set to sig-
nificantly strengthen the academic
ecosystem, supporting CUH’s mis-
sion to foster excellence in higher
education.

Rs 197 Cr CUH Project
Begins in Mahendragarh
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