
Dhaka: The cycle of violence in
Bangladesh has taken a heartbreak-
ing turn. In the early hours of Satur-

day, a 7-year-old girl was burnt to
death after rioters set fire to the
home of a Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) leader, Belal Hossain, in
Lakshmipur. Three other family
members suffered severe burns in
the attack.

This tragedy follows a surge in un-
rest across the country. Tensions
were already high following the bru-
tal lynching of a 25-year-old Hindu
youth, Deepu Chandra Das, in My-
mensingh on Thursday. Das was
falsely accused of blasphemy, beaten
to death, and his body was subse-
quently set ablaze by a mob.

Now 7-year-old girl killed in
arson attack in Bangladesh

Guwahati (UNI)
Seven elephants were killed after the
New Delhi-bound Rajdhani Express
collided with a herd in Assam’s Na-
gaon district on Saturday, derailing
five of its coaches.

Fortunately, no passengers were
injured in the accident.

Locals stated that the incident oc-
curred around 2 am on Saturday,
when the train, traveling from
Sairang in Mizoram to New Delhi, hit
the herd under the
Jamunamukh–Kampur section of the
Northeast Frontier Railway (NFR).

Although the area is not a desig-
nated elephant corridor, locals had
spotted a herd roaming nearby in re-
cent days.

Meanwhile, the NFR authorities
confirmed the incident and said that
it took place at about 02:17 am on
Saturday.

"The unfortunate incident took
place in the Jamunamukh - Kampur
section under Lumding Division of
N.F. Railway, where Train no. 20507
DN Sairang - New Delhi Rajdhani Ex-
press dashed with elephants, result-
ing in derailment of the locomotive
and five coaches of the train. Howev-
er, there are no casualties or injuries
to any passenger," said NF Railway
chief PRO Kapinjal Kishore Sharma.

He said the site of the incident is
about 126 km from Guwahati. “Acci-
dent relief trains, along with officials
from the divisional headquarters, are
already at the scene. Helpline num-
bers have been activated at Guwa-
hati Railway Station: 0361-2731621 /
2731622 / 2731623,” he added.

“Passengers from the affected
coaches have been temporarily ac-
commodated in vacant berths in
other coaches. After detaching the
derailed coaches, the train departed
for Guwahati at 6:11 a.m. Once it
reaches Guwahati, additional coach-
es will be added to accommodate the
displaced passengers, and the train
will continue its journey,” he said.

The incident took place at a loca-
tion that is not a designated elephant
corridor. The loco pilot, on observing
the herd of elephants, applied emer-
gency brakes. 

Seven elephants killed as Rajdhani Express hits herd in Assam

Agencies,
Kolkata/Guwahati
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday
launched a scathing attack
on the ruling Trinamool
Congress (TMC) in West
Bengal, accusing it of ob-
structing development, in-
dulging in corruption and
causing “suffering” to the
people of the state.

In a telephonic address
to people of Taherpur in
Nadia district of West Ben-
gal after his helicopter
failed to land because of
poor visibility, Modi said
the Trinamool Congress

had every right to oppose
him and the BJP, but
should not stall Bengal’s
progress.

The Prime Minister’s
scheduled visit to Taher-
pur on Saturday morning
ran into uncertainty after

dense fog prevented his
helicopter from landing at
the rally venue. 

The chopper took off
from Dum Dum airport at
10.33 am and was expect-
ed to reach Taherpur by
11.15 am, but was forced
to turn back due to low
visibility.

Modi was slated to par-
ticipate in two pro-
grammes at Netaji Park in
Taherpur — an adminis-
trative event linked to ma-
jor development projects
and a political rally titled
Paribartan Sankalpa Sab-
ha.

Modi hits out at Cong, TMC for hindering
development in Northeast, Bengal

Bhopal: Saturday, December
20, 2025, etched itself into his-
tory as Bhopal officially
joined the elite league of In-
dia’s “Metro Cities.” After In-
dore, the capital is now the
second city in Madhya
Pradesh to boast a high-speed
transit system. 

The atmosphere turned
electric as citizens realized
their long-awaited dream:
Bhopal is finally on the Metro
map.

The formal proceedings
began at the Kushabhau
Thakre International Conven-

tion Centre, where Chief Min-
ister Dr. Mohan Yadav and
Union Urban Development
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar
inaugurated the service. A
special video message from
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di was broadcast, congratu-
lating the state. 

At exactly 5:51 PM, the inau-
gural train rolled out from Sub-
hash Nagar Station toward AI-
IMS. The 7-kilometer journey
was completed in 18 minutes,
while the return trip clocked in
at 20 minutes, maintaining an
average speed of 22–25 km/h.
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10 arrested in
Bangladesh for Hindu
man’s lynching
Dhaka/New Delhi: Authorities in
Bangladesh have arrested 10 people
for the horrific lynching of Hindu
man Dipu Chandra Das for alleged
blasphemy in Bhaluka, in My-
mensingh, two days after the 25-
year-old factory worker was killed by
a mob, his body hung from a tree
branch on a main thoroughfare and
set on fire, with people livestreaming
the incident.

The Mymensingh Rapid Action
Battalion- 14 office on Saturday after-
noon said that while seven people
had been arrested by the RAB 14,
three people were arrested by police
in raids at different places.

Impact and investment
The total Bhopal Metro project is estimated at Rs 10,033
crore, with the Priority Corridor alone accounting for Rs 2,225
crore. Authorities anticipate a daily ridership of 3,000 passen-
gers initially. The maiden journey was made extra special by
the presence of 30 school children who traveled alongside the
dignitaries, carrying posters to thank the government for
transforming Bhopal’s urban landscape.

Passenger 
information:
Schedule and fares
Public operations officially
commence today, Sunday,
at 9:00 AM.
Timings: 9:00 AM to 7:00
PM.
Fare Structure: Minimum
fare starts at Rs 20. A trip
across 3 to 5 stations costs
Rs 30, while the full journey
from AIIMS to Subhash Na-
gar is priced at Rs 40.
Frequency: The Metro will
complete 17 trips daily (8
from Subhash Nagar and 9
from AIIMS) at intervals of
75 minutes. Currently, man-
ual tickets are required, and
the maximum speed is
capped at 40 km/h.
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The route: Eight
strategic hubs
The first phase, known as
the Orange Line Priority
Corridor, covers 7 km of el-
evated tracks. This corridor
is designed to decongest
some of the city’s busiest
areas. The eight opera-
tional stations are:

AIIMS
Alkapuri
DRM Office
Rani Kamalapati Station
MP Nagar
Board Office Square
Kendriya Vidyalaya
Subhash Nagar

India’s largest ancient
stone labyrinth 
discovered in Solapur
Solapur: A remarkable discovery in
Solapur district has left archaeolo-
gists and historians astonished. A
massive stone labyrinth
(chakravyuh) with 15 concentric
circles has been found in the grass-
lands of Boramani, believed to be
not only the largest stone labyrinth
ever discovered in India but also a
potential living proof of ancient
trade links between Rome and In-
dia. What makes the discovery
even more fascinating is that it was
not found during an excavation,
but accidentally during a wildlife
observation exercise. 

Court frames attempt
to murder, conspiracy
charges in Rekha
Gupta attack case
New Delhi: A Delhi court on Satur-
day framed charges against
Sakariya Rajeshbhai Khimjibhai
and Tehsin Raza for attacking Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta and conspir-
ing to kill her. The court charged
both accused with attempt to mur-
der, obstruction of a public ser-
vant, assault to deter a public ser-
vant from duty, and criminal con-
spiracy. 
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Weather

Sensex
BSE....... 84,929.36 (+447.55)
NSE....... 25,966.40 (+150.85)

Bullion
Gold...... 1,34,180 (24 carat 10gm)
Silver..... 2,14,000 (1kg)
USD($)/INR(Rs)...... 89.58

Night

6.2
Day

25.3
Sunset

5:39
Sunrise

6:57

A historic milestone for Bhopal CM Yadav, Union Minister Khattar Join Historic Maiden Metro Ride
PM Modi delivers special video message at Bhopal Metro Launch

Following the maiden
ride, Chief Minister Dr. Mo-
han Yadav addressed the me-
dia at AIIMS Station, remark-
ing that the Metro doesn’t
just transport people; it
“gives wings to develop-
ment.” During the trip, the
CM interacted with students
and citizens, sharing his own
excitement. He noted that
the view of Bhopal’s lush
greenery and scenic beauty
from the elevated tracks is

unparalleled. He empha-
sized that this project is a
lifeline for patients visiting
AIIMS and a significant step
toward eco-friendly urban
transport.

Global aspirations: India
set to rank 2nd worldwide

Union Minister Manohar
Lal Khattar highlighted the
environmental and time-
saving benefits of the new
system. He revealed that

while the current stretch cov-
ers 7 km, it will expand to 30
km within the next two years.
Khattar shared a proud na-
tional statistic: India’s total
Metro network has now
reached 1,090 km, with an-
other 900 km in the pipeline.
Once the next 300 km are op-
erational, India will overtake
several nations to become
the world’s second-largest
Metro service provider after
China.

CM Dr. Mohan Yadav: “Metro gives wings to development”
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