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Agencies, Kyiv
Ukraine said its drones struck a
Russian oil rig belonging to Lukoil
(LKOH.MM), opens new tab in the
Caspian Sea and a military patrol
ship near a rig as Kyiv steps up at-
tacks on Moscow’s oil infrastructure.

The attack, which Ukraine’s gen-
eral staff said took place on Friday, is
one of a string of strikes targeting
Russian drilling infrastructure in the
Caspian Sea in recent weeks, but the
first one that the Ukrainian military
acknowledged officially.

A drilling platform of the Fi-
lanovsky oil rig was damaged in the
attack, according to the Ukrainian
military. The rig came under drone
attacks at least two more times in
December.

Reuters was not able to confirm
the report. Lukoil was not available
for immediate comment.

Ukraine says that Russian oil in-
frastructure is a legitimate target
since the trade revenue is Russia’s
main source for financing its almost
four-year-old full-on war against the
country.

The general staff added that a
military patrol ship was targeted in
the strike as well, and the level of
damage was being assessed.

Ukraine has been attacking Russ-
ian oil refineries throughout 2024
and 2025, but has visibly widened its
campaign in recent weeks, claiming
credit for sea-drone attacks on Russ-
ian shadow fleet tankers in the Black
Sea and Mediterranean.

Ukraine says it hit Russian oil
rig, patrol ship in Caspian Sea

United Nations (UNI)
The UN Security Council strongly
condemned last week’s drone at-
tacks against a UN logistics base in
Sudan, which killed six Bangladeshi
peacekeepers and injured nine oth-
ers.

In a press statement, members of
the Security Council expressed deep
condolences to the families of the
fallen peacekeepers and to the gov-
ernment and people of Bangladesh,
and wished a swift and full recovery
to those injured. The drone attacks
occurred in Kadugli, South Kordofan
state of Sudan, on Saturday.

The council members expressed
grave concern that this deliberate as-

sault on a UN logistics base and UN
Interim Security Force for Abyei
(UNISFA) peacekeepers represents
an egregious disregard for interna-
tional law and poses serious threats
to international peace and security.

They denounced in the strongest
terms the targeting of UN peace-
keepers and all attacks and provoca-
tions against UNISFA, and called for
those responsible for such attacks to
be held accountable without delay.

The council members reiterated
that attacks against peacekeepers
may constitute war crimes under in-
ternational law and reminded all
parties of their obligations under in-
ternational humanitarian law.

UN Security Council condemns
drone attacks on UN peacekeepers

Washington/ Damascus (UNI)
The Pentagon carried out strikes on
multiple Islamic State-linked targets
across Syria on Friday in retaliation
for a recent attack that killed two US
soldiers and one U.S. civilian in the
Middle East country, according to US
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth.

“Earlier today, U.S. forces com-
menced OPERATION HAWKEYE

STRIKE in Syria to eliminate ISIS
fighters, infrastructure, and weapons
sites in direct response to the attack
on U.S. forces that occurred on De-
cember 13th in Palmyra, Syria,”
Hegseth said in a post on X.

“This is not the beginning of a war
— it is a declaration of vengeance,”
said Hegseth.

“Today, we hunted and we killed
our enemies. Lots of them. And we
will continue,” he said. The strikes
were expected to last several hours,
deep into early Saturday morning in
Syria, according to a New York Times
report.

The Pentagon and its partner
forces have carried out about 10 op-
erations that resulted in the deaths
or detention of around 23 people, ac-
cording to a report by CNN.

US strikes target IS positions in Syria

Washington (UNI)
Bill Clinton's spokesman, Angel
Urena, defended the former US
president amid the release of previ-
ously unseen Jeffrey Epstein files,
saying the focus on Clinton was a
tactic by the White House to shield
itself rather than an indictment of
him.

Ureña acknowledged Clinton’s
past acquaintance with Epstein but
stressed that he has never been ac-
cused of wrongdoing.

On Friday, the US Department
of Justice (DOJ) released a large
number of files related to the Ep-
stein case in line with The Epstein
Files Transparency Act.

Ureña said the timing of the re-
lease, late on a Friday, was not in-
tended to protect Clinton but to
shield the White House from fur-
ther scrutiny. “This isn’t about Bill
Clinton. Never has, never will be,”

he wrote on X, accusing the admin-
istration of selectively emphasising
Clinton to deflect attention from
other issues.

"The White House hasn’t been
hiding these files for months only
to dump them late on a Friday to
protect Bill Clinton. This is about
shielding themselves from what
comes next, or from what they’ll try
and hide forever. So they can re-
lease as many grainy 20-plus-year-
old photos as they want, but this is-
n’t about Bill Clinton. Never has,
never will be," Urena said on X.

The newly released images in-
clude photographs of Clinton near
water alongside an individual
whose face was redacted. A Justice
Department spokesperson later
identified the person in one image
as a “victim,” while noting that not
all redactions were limited to vic-
tims.

Bill Clinton’s spokesperson defends
him amid Epstein photo release

Los Angeles (UNI)
About 500 Marines from Camp
Pendleton in Southern California are
being deployed to Yuma, Arizona, to
support security along the U.S.-Mex-
ico border, the San Diego Union-Tri-

bune reported.
The report quoted words from the

base as saying that the troops’ mis-
sion would focus on reinforcing bar-
riers, placing signs, and monitoring
and detection along the border since

military personnel are not autho-
rized to conduct civilian law enforce-
ment activities such as search,
seizure, or arrests.

However, the report said such de-
ployments had been common over
the past year under U.S. President
Donald Trump, as some swaths of
land along the Arizona border, in-
cluding near Yuma, had been desig-
nated as a National Defense Area
(NDA) as part of Trump’s crackdown
on illegal immigration.

NDA is a Trump administration
designation creating a militarized
zone along the southern border
with Mexico, transferring land to
the Department of Defense for en-
hanced security with military-
grade surveillance, including
drones, sensors, troops, barriers
like walls/razor wire, and enforce-
ment.

Over 500 Marines deployed to US-Mexico border

Washington (UNI)
The US Justice Department on Fri-
day released a fresh set of docu-
ments and photographs connected
to the investigation of convicted sex
offender Jeffrey Epstein, following
months of political pressure and the
passage of the Epstein Files Trans-
parency Act. Large portions of the
material remain heavily redacted.

The released files include pho-
tographs and records showing Ep-
stein in social settings with high-pro-
file figures, including Bill Clinton,
Ghislaine Maxwell, and pop star
Michael Jackson. Other notable indi-
viduals appearing in the documents
are Mick Jagger, Woody Allen, and
Noam Chomsky, according to CNN.

The files, published under the
new law passed by Congress, require
the release of unclassified records
connected to Epstein and his long-
time associate Ghislaine Maxwell.

The disclosures are being made on a
rolling basis due to the sheer volume
of material involved.

Maxwell was convicted in 2021 of
aiding the trafficking of teenage girls
and is currently serving a 20-year
prison sentence. The newly released
materials, uploaded to the Depart-
ment’s website around 7 pm ET, in-

clude roughly 120 photographs,
most showing FBI evidence boxes,
envelopes, hard drives, old CDs, and
computer equipment recovered
from Epstein’s properties in Florida,
New York, and the US Virgin Islands.

The documents are heavily
redacted to protect victims and on-
going investigations. A Justice De-

partment spokesperson confirmed
that one widely circulated photo of
former President Bill Clinton in a hot
tub had a blacked-out individual to
safeguard the identity of a victim of
Epstein’s abuse. While the Epstein
Files Transparency Act allows the de-
partment to redact certain informa-
tion, some images show faces, in-
cluding that of an older man, ob-
scured without explanation.

Deputy Attorney General Todd
Blanche said the department would
retain redactions for materials con-
taining personally identifiable victim
information, child sexual abuse ma-
terial, classified national security
content, or information that could
jeopardize active investigations.
Blanche also noted that the Justice
Department has “several hundred
thousand” additional documents,
with more releases expected in the
coming weeks.

Epstein files Released: Notable figures including Clinton, MJ on the list

Dhaka (UNI)
Thousands of mourners attended
the funeral prayers of prominent Ju-
ly Uprising figure Sharif Osman Hadi
at the South Plaza of the national
parliament in Dhaka on Saturday, as
Bangladesh observed state mourn-
ing for the Inqilab Moncho

spokesperson, whose death two days
ago led to a wave of violence across
Bangladesh. Hadi, who was known
for his anti-Awami League and anti-
India statements, has been dubbed a
“martyr” by the Bangladesh interim
government.

The funeral ceremony, held in the

late afternoon, was attended by in-
terim government Chief Advisor
Muhammad Yunus, members of the
Advisory Council, the Bangladesh
Army Chief, and representatives
from across the political spectrum.

Earlier, the government had de-
clared December 20 as a day of na-
tional mourning, and the national
flag was flown at half-mast at all gov-
ernment, semi-government, and pri-
vate buildings, as well as at
Bangladesh missions abroad.

Chief Advisor Muhammad Yunus,
in his address at the funeral prayers,
said that Hadi would never be for-
gotten and would continue to inspire
the nation.

“Hadi, you will not be lost. No one
will ever forget you. You will remain
with us for generations,” Yunus said.

After the funeral prayers, the body
of Hadi was brought in a procession
to Dhaka University and he was
buried beside the grave of
Bangladesh’s National Poet Kazi
Nazrul Islam near the Dhaka Univer-
sity Central Mosque.

Osman Hadi’s funeral concludes in Dhaka

Islamabad (UNI)
A Pakistani court on Saturday sen-
tenced former Prime Minister and
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
founder Imran Khan and his wife,
Bushra Bibi, to 17 years’ imprison-
ment each in a corruption case relat-
ed to the underpriced purchase of
luxury state gifts, widely known as
the Toshakhana-2 case.

The verdict has added another di-
mension to Khan’s growing legal
troubles as 73-year-old leader has
been facing multiple legal cases
since his removal from office in April
2022. In addition to corruption
charges, he is also facing trials under
the Anti-Terrorism Act related to the
violent protests of May 9, 2023. He
has been behind bars since August
2023 and is currently serving a 14-
year sentence in a separate pounds
190 million land corruption case.
Bushra Bibi is also serving a seven-

year sentence in the same case.
The Toshakhana-2 case concerns

allegations of fraud involving state
gifts received from the Saudi govern-
ment in 2021. Special Judge Central
Shahrukh Arjumand delivered the
verdict during a hearing held inside
the high-security Adiala Jail in

Rawalpindi, where Khan is incarcer-
ated, the Dawn reported.

According to the prosecution, the
case revolves around an expensive
Bulgari jewellery set gifted to Khan
by Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman during an official visit in
May 2021. The jewellery, valued at

approximately Rs80 million, was al-
legedly retained by Khan after pay-
ing only Rs2.9 million, a fraction of
its assessed value, the Pakistani
newspaper the Dawn reported.

The court sentenced Imran Khan
to a total of 17 years in prison,10
years of rigorous imprisonment un-
der Sections 34 (common intention)
and 409 (criminal breach of trust) of
the Pakistan Penal Code, and an ad-
ditional seven years under Section
5(2) of the Prevention of Corruption
Act. Bushra Bibi received an identi-
cal sentence under the same legal
provisions.

Both were also fined Rs16.4 mil-
lion each. Failure to pay the fine will
result in additional imprisonment.
The court granted the benefit of Sec-
tion 382-B of the Criminal Procedure
Code, allowing the period of deten-
tion already served to be counted to-
ward their sentences.

Pakistan court sentences Imran
Khan, wife to 17 years in graft case

Zelensky says battlefield
situation complicated
Warsaw: Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky said that the sit-
uation on the battlefield is compli-
cated and increasingly difficult.

Zelensky, who is on an official vis-
it to Poland, told the media that he
recently visited Kupyansk, a key
transport hub in eastern Ukraine’s
Kharkiv region, depicting the situa-
tion there as challenging, with the
front line very close.

Despite pressure exerted by Russ-
ian forces, Zelensky said Ukrainian
forces remain in control of the city.

Meanwhile, during his annual
press conference on Friday, Russian
President Vladimir Putin said that
Kupyansk “came under our control
several weeks ago,” and that about
3,500 Ukrainian soldiers were encir-
cled near the city.

Moreover, Zelensky said that
there had been “problems with the
availability of certain types of am-
munition and air defense missiles
for various reasons, and deliveries
were also delayed.” 

But he noted that this is not an ac-
cusation directed at Ukraine’s part-
ners.

Iran executes man
accused of spying for
Israel, judiciary’s news
outlet says
Tehran: Iran executed a man on Sat-
urday who it said was convicted of
spying for Israel and having ties to
Iranian opposition groups, the judi-
ciary’s Mizan news agency reported.

Entangled in a decades-long
shadow war with Israel, Iran has exe-
cuted many people it accused of
having links with Israel’s intelligence
service and facilitating its operations
in the country.

The Oslo-based Iran Human
Rights group said on X that the man,
whom it identified as 27-year-old ar-
chitecture student Aghil Keshavarz,
was sentenced to death on charges
related to espionage for Israel “based
on confessions extracted under tor-
ture”.

Train collides with car
at rail crossing in
Japan’s Kyoto
Tokyo: An express train collided with
a car at a railway crossing in the town
of Seika, Kyoto Prefecture, on Satur-
day, police and fire officials said,
adding that they were still confirm-
ing whether there were any casual-
ties.

The accident occurred at around
11 a.m. local time when the train
struck the car as it was passing
through the crossing, according to
local authorities. 

The car caught fire following the
collision, with flames spreading to
part of the train.

The fire was brought under con-
trol about 50 minutes later, officials
said.

UN marks 2nd World
Meditation Day
New York: The Permanent Mis-
sion of India, along with several
partner countries, marked the
second World Meditation Day at
the United Nations Headquar-
ters on Friday with a high-level
event focused on inner peace
and global harmony as per press
statement. The programme was
organised by the Permanent
Mission of India in collaboration
with the missions of Andorra,
Mexico, Nepal and Sri Lanka,
which together form the core
group behind the World Medita-
tion Day initiative. Renowned
spiritual leader Sri Sri Ravi
Shankar delivered the keynote
address at the event and led the
audience through a guided med-
itation session.

NASA loses contact with
Mars probe ‘Maven’
Washington: The US space
agency NASA has lost contact
with the Mars probe “Maven”.
Work is underway to re-establish
contact, a NASA spokeswoman
told the German news agency
DPA. No regular data had been
received for around two weeks.
A “short fragment” indicates that
the probe may have “rotated in
an unexpected way”. Launched
at the end of 2013, “Maven” has
been orbiting Mars for around
ten years and provides impor-
tant research data, particularly
on the planet’s atmosphere.
NASA also has the probes “Mars
Odyssey” and “Mars Reconnais-
sance Orbiter” in operation, as
well as the rovers “Curiosity”
and “Perseverance” on the sur-
face of our neighbouring planet.

Earthquake of 
magnitude 2.9 strikes
Nepal
Kathmandu: An earthquake of
magnitude 2.9 struck Nepal on
Saturday afternoon, the Nation-
al Center for Seismology (NCS)
said on Saturday. In a post on X,
NCS said that the earthquake
occurred at a depth of 5 km. “EQ
of M: 2.9, On: 20/12/2025
14:10:10 IST, Lat: 27.79 N, Long:
87.33 E, Depth: 5 Km, Location:
Nepal”, NCS wrote on X.

India distributes dry
ration packets to over
80 Cyclone Ditwah
affected families in SL
Kandy, Sri Lanka: Assistant High
Commission of India in Kandy,
Sri Lanka under Operation Sagar
Bandhu distributed dry ration
packets to 86 Cyclone Ditwah af-
fected families. The Assistant
High Commission undertook
the activity as India continued to
support Sri Lanka. In a post on
X, the AHC said, “As part of In-
dia’s continued assistance to Sri
Lanka under Operation Sagar
Bandhu, AHC Saranya VS, dis-
tributed dry ration packets to 86
Cyclone Ditwah affected families
of Dickwella estate of Badulla Dis-
trct in the presence of Hon. Mem-
ber of Parliament, Mr. Kitnan Sel-
varaj, Hon. Member of Parliament,
Ms. Ambika Samuel, along with
local officials and estate manage-
ment. India continues to support
Sri Lanka and its people as they
rebuild and move forward.”

Nepal Interim PM
calls on people to
gear up for election
Kathmandu: Nepal’s Interim
Prime Minister Sushila Karki has
rejected claims of attempts to
postpone the election slated for
March next year. Addressing the
nation on the completion of 100
days of her six-month tenure,
which ends after the conduct of
elections, Karki reiterated that
the polls will be held on the stip-
ulated date and that the govern-
ment has been working towards
it. In a recorded address to the
nation released on Saturday, the
interim Nepal Premier de-
scribed the March election as
the only sure way to provide sta-
bility to the nation and usher in
a new era.

MUSTREAD

Day of relative peace reported in Bangladesh
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