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Kochi (UNI)
Renowned Malayalam actor, screen-
writer, director, and producer
Sreenivasan passed away early Sat-
urday at a private hospital in Thrip-
punithura near here following a pro-
longed illness. He was 69. His condi-
tion reportedly worsened while he
was being taken for medical treat-
ment. He breathed his last at the
hospital. A towering presence in
Malayalam cinema for nearly five
decades, Sreenivasan was celebrated
for his sharp wit, realistic story-
telling, and incisive social satire.

Born on April 6, 1956, in Patyam
near Thalassery, he entered the film
industry in the late 1970s and went
on to become one of Kerala’s most
influential cinematic voices.

Over his illustrious career, Sreeni-
vasan acted in more than 200 films
and penned several landmark
screenplays that blended humour
with strong social commentary.

Classics such as

V a d a k k u n o k k i y a n t h r a m ,
Nadodikkattu, Sandesham, and Boe-
ing-Boeing remain widely acclaimed
for their satire, relatable characters,
and insightful portrayal of society. As
a writer, actor, and filmmaker, he
played a pivotal role in shaping
modern Malayalam cinema.

Beyond films, Sreenivasan was al-
so known for his outspoken views on
social issues and his advocacy of or-
ganic farming, earning admiration
well beyond the film fraternity.

Veteran Malayalam actor-director
Sreenivasan passes away

Srinagar (UNI)
A Court in Budgam dis-
trict of Jammu and
Kashmir on Saturday is-
sued a non-bailable
warrant (NBW) against
the chief of the banned
terrorist outfit Hizbul
Mujahideen, Moham-
mad Yousuf Shah alias
Syed Salahuddin, in connection with
a 2012 case.

Special Judge designated under
the National Investigation Agency
Act in Budgam issued the warrant in
FIR No. 331/2012 registered at Police
Station Budgam under Sections 13,
18, 20 and 39 of the Unlawful Activi-
ties (Prevention) Act (UAPA) and
Section 506 of the Ranbir Penal Code
(RPC)

The court acted on an application
moved by the Investigating Officer
through the prosecution, stating that
the accused had crossed over to Pak-
istan and is evading arrest. Police

certificates issued by the
Station House Officer
Budgam and the In-
charge Police Post
Soibugh confirmed that
Salahuddin could not be
traced and is presently
residing across the bor-
der.

After perusing the
case diary, the Court observed that
sufficient material exists on record to
prima facie connect the accused
with the alleged offences. The judge
noted that the offences invoked are
non-bailable in nature and fall under
the UAPA, empowering the court to
issue a warrant under Section 73 of
the CrPC

The court has directed the Jammu
and Kashmir Police to arrest the ac-
cused. It also noted that the original
case diary (CD) has been sent to the
competent authority for sanction,
paving the way for filing of a charge
sheet and trial in absentia, as per law.

Budgam court issues NBW against
Pak-based HM chief Salahuddin

Varanasi (UNI)
Angered by the lynching of a Hindu
man in Bangladesh, Muslim women,
under the joint auspices of Vishal
Bharat Sansthan and Muslim Mahila
Foundation, took out a protest
march on Saturday from Subhash
Bhavan in Lamhi town to Premc-

hand Smriti Dwar .
In Bangladesh, a Hindu man was

beaten to death by a mob on Thurs-
day night in the name of religion,
and his body was burned in My-
mensingh, a town in north-central
Bangladesh. 

Seven people have been arrested
for the carnage by the interim gov-
ernment admnistration.

Following the march in Varanasi,
an effigy of Bangladeshi chief advi-
sor Mohammad Yunus was burned.

This protest march was organized
to “boost the morale of the remain-
ing Hindus in Bangladesh and to
draw the world’s attention to the
open killings of Hindus.”

Muslim women burn effigy
of Bangladeshi PM Yunus

New Delhi (UNI)
Air India Express has grounded its
pilot who thrashed and punched a
passenger travelling with his fam-
ily with toddler, leaving him with a
black eye and bleeding face at
Delhi Airport T1 on Friday.

The pilot, identified as Vijender
Sejwal, reportedly attacked the
passenger when the latter protest-
ed to his jumping the queue.

“The Ministry of Civil Aviation
(MoCA) has taken serious cog-
nizance of the incident and direct-
ed the airline to ground the pilot
with immediate effect. A formal
enquiry has been ordered. De-
tailed reports have been sought
from BCAS and CISF,” Ministry
said on its official handle.

According to a series of social
media posts by the passenger

Ankit Dewan and multiple author-
ities including Air India Express,
Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA),
the incident occurred when De-
van family were allowed to use
staff channel for entry because
their 4 month old baby.

Pics and clips circulating on so-
cial media showed a shocked De-
van wiping blood from his face
and Sejwal looking over the him
fallen on the floor, with at least
three security personnel just
stood watching.

The scuffle broke out when the
pilot pushed his way forward by
jumping the queue and Devan ap-
parently objected to it. Devan has
also alleged that the CISF staff
prevented him to rush out after he
was hit and get some medical aid
while doing nothing themselves.

Responding to Devan’s post Air
India Express said,”We profoundly
regret this incident at Delhi Air-
port, involving one of our employ-
ees who was traveling as a passen-
ger on another airline. We extend
our heartfelt empathy for the dis-
tress it has caused, and strongly
condemn such behaviour. The
concerned employee has been re-
moved from official duties with
immediate effect, and appropriate
action will be taken pending thor-
ough investigation.”

Air India Express grounds pilot for thrashing passenger

New Delhi (UNI)
Politician and author Shashi Tha-
roor on Friday said that his book
on the Constitution of India titled
‘Our Living Constitution’, aimed
at making the country’s founda-
tional document accessible to or-
dinary citizens.

He pointed out that India’s
Constitution has demonstrated
extraordinary resilience in a tur-
bulent neighbourhood, enduring
for more than seven decades, un-
like those of its neighbours Pak-
istan and Bangladesh, which
have been rewritten multiple
times.

Speaking at the longlist an-
nouncement of the 11th edition
of the Oxford Bookstore Book
Cover Prize, Tharoor drew a

sharp contrast between India’s
constitutional continuity and the
repeated breakdowns witnessed
in neighbouring Pakistan and
Bangladesh. 

“Look around the world and
see how many constitutions have

lasted as long as ours,” he said. 
“Our neighbours, Pakistan

and Bangladesh, have rewritten
their constitutions multiple
times. Pakistan was born at the
same time as us, and
Bangladesh after us, yet India
has been able to keep its Con-
stitution intact.”

Tharoor strongly criticised the
Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA), calling it “disgraceful” for
introducing religion as a criterion
for citizenship. 

“For the first time, a religious
provision was brought into the
grounds of citizenship,” he said.
“Applying any religious test is vi-
olative not just of the spirit of the
Constitution, but its letter as
well.”

Our Constitution has endured: Tharoor
contrasts India with neighbours

Srinagar (UNI)
Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah Saturday defended
his remarks on the Centre, saying he
has always maintained a consistent
stand and does not engage in politics
aimed at pleasing anyone.

Reacting to criticism over praising
the central government, Omar said
he openly acknowledges where the
Centre has helped and does not hes-
itate to point out where it has failed,
particularly on the issue of restora-
tion of statehood to Jammu and
Kashmir.

“I say the same thing everywhere.
I am not among those who play poli-
tics and deceive people. Where the
central government has helped, I
have said so. Where it has not
helped, I have said that as well,”
Omar told reporters in Srinagar after

chairing a review meeting on winter
preparedness ahead of predicted
snowfall, precipitation in J&K.

He added that while the Centre
has not raised objections on several
issues, it has offered nothing except

complaints when it comes to the de-
mand for statehood.

“If I lie just to please someone,
that would be wrong,” he said.

The chief minister asserted that
his position has remained un-
changed whether he is speaking in
Delhi or in Jammu and Kashmir.

“I say this here in front of you, in
meetings, in programmes, and I have
said it repeatedly in the Assembly in
Srinagar and Jammu,” he said.

Omar maintained that he would
continue to thank the Centre when
its actions benefit the people but
would also call out what he believes
is wrong. “ Where the central govern-
ment will do the right, I will appreci-
ate it. If it is wrong, I will say it is
wrong,” he said.

“I don’t engage in politics to please anyone”

New Delhi (UNI)
Congress Parliamentary Party Chair-
person Sonia Gandhi Saturday
strongly criticized the government’s
decision to scrap the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), calling
it an “attack” on the rights of rural
poor.

In a video message, Gandhi re-
called the Congress-led UPA govern-
ment’s unanimous passage of MGN-
REGA in 2005, saying it had provided
a lifeline to millions of rural families.

“Modi government has bulldozed
MGNREGA, removing Mahatma
Gandhi’s name and altering its
framework without consultation,”
Gandhi said.

She alleged the government was
ignoring the interests of farmers,
labourers, and marginalised com-
munities. Gandhi pledged Congress’s
support to the struggle against the

government’s move, saying, “We will
fight this black law.”

The MGNREGA has been a crucial
safety net for rural India, providing
guaranteed employment and em-
powering gram panchayats. Gand-
hi’s remarks come amid widespread
protests against the government’s
decision to replace MGNREGA with
the Viksit Bharat G RAM G Bill. 

Sonia condemns ‘attack’ on MGNREGA,
pledges Congress support

Congress links SHANTI
Bill to US pressure on
Nuclear liability
New Delhi: Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh Saturday alleged that the
government’s push for the SHANTI
Bill, which opens India’s nuclear sec-
tor to private players, is linked to US
pressure on nuclear liability rules.
Ramesh pointed to a reference in the
US National Defence Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2026, which men-
tions a joint assessment between the
US and India on nuclear liability rules.

“The SHANTI Bill is actually the
TRUMP Bill - The Reactor Use and
Management Promise Act,” Ramesh
wrote on X, suggesting the legisla-
tion is aimed at pleasing US Presi-
dent Donald Trump. Opposition par-
ties have criticized the bill, arguing it
compromises safety and benefits
private companies, particularly in
Small Modular Reactors. “This is a
surrender to US pressure,” said
Ramesh, alleging the government is
prioritizing foreign interests over na-
tional security and public safety.

Hyderabad builder
held for duping
investors of Rs 61cr
New Delhi: The Enforcement Direc-
torate’s (ED) Hyderabad Zonal Office
on Saturday arrested Kakarla Srini-
vas, the Managing Director of Jay-
athri Infrastructures India Pvt. Ltd.

The ED initiated its investigation
based on multiple FIRs registered by
the Hyderabad Police. The FIRs were
filed against Jayathri Infrastructures
India Pvt. Ltd., its Managing Director
Kakarla Srinivas, Jayathri Reliabilities
India Pvt. Ltd., and others under vari-
ous sections of the IPC, 1860, and the
Telangana State Protection of Deposi-
tors of Financial Establishments Act.

These FIRs stemmed from com-
plaints by homebuyers and investors
alleging cheating, criminal breach of
trust, and misappropriation of
funds. The victims were promised
pre-launch flats, commercial units,
metro-station stalls, and assured
rental returns that never materi-
alised. The ED investigation revealed
that Kakarla Srinivas generated Pro-
ceeds of Crime (POC) totalling Rs 61
Crore by cheating homebuyers.

Modi highlights Shivraj Singh’s vision
behind Viksit Bharat G RAM G Bill
New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi Saturday highlighted a
write-up by union Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan, explaining how the
Viksit Bharat G RAM G Bill seeks to revolutionise rural employment and
livelihoods.

The bill, which replaces the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), guarantees 125 days of wage employ-
ment per rural household annually, up from the current 100 days.

Minister Chouhan emphasised that the bill is not a retreat from social
protection, but rather its renewal. 

He stated, “the bill aims to transform rural livelihoods by enhancing em-
ployment guarantee, embedding local planning, balancing worker security
with farm productivity, converging schemes, strengthening frontline ca-
pacity, and modernizing governance.”

The Viksit Bharat G RAM G Bill focuses on creating durable rural assets,
promoting transparency, and ensuring social audits. It also introduces a
new cost-sharing formula, with the Centre and states sharing expenses in a
60:40 ratio for most states, and 90:10 for North-Eastern and Himalayan
states.

PM Modi extends greetings
to Sashastra Seema Bal 
on Raising Day
New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Saturday ex-
tended his greetings to the per-
sonnel of the Sashastra Seema
Bal (SSB) on the occasion of its
Raising Day. In a post on social
media, PM Modi said, “SSB’s un-
wavering dedication reflects the
highest traditions of service.
Their sense of duty remains a
strong pillar of our nation’s safe-
ty.” The SSB is a border guarding
force responsible for guarding
India’s borders with Nepal and
Bhutan. The force plays a crucial
role in maintaining the country’s
security and has been working
tirelessly to protect the nation’s
interests. PM Modi praised the
SSB for its dedication and vigi-
lance, saying, “From challenging
terrains to demanding opera-
tional conditions, the SSB stands
ever vigilant.”

NIA arrests two
Maoist accused in
Gawade murder case
New Delhi: The National Investi-
gation Agency (NIA) has arrested
two more absconders in Maha-
rashtra’s Dinesh Pusu Gawade
murder case. The wanted ac-
cused, both members of the
banned CPI (Maoist) terrorist
organisation, have been identi-
fied as Raghu alias Pratap alias
Irpa alias Muddella alias Sailu of
district Nizamabad, Telangana,
and Shankar Mahaka of district
Gadchiroli, Maharashtra. Di-
nesh Pusu Gawade was abduct-
ed and brutally murdered by CPI
(Maoist) members in November
2023 in Gadchiroli on suspicion
of being a police informer and a
member of the RSS. The crime
was committed in furtherance of
the organisation’s conspiracy to
spread terror among local vil-
lagers, and to threaten them
against sharing any information
regarding Naxal activities and
movements with the security
forces.

Man held at Srinagar
Airport with fake
ticket; FIR registered
Srinagar: J&K Police have regis-
tered a case against a person
who attempted to enter Srinagar
International Airport using a
forged air ticket, officials said on
Saturday. Police said that during
routine security checks at the
airport’s drop gate, a person
identified as Syed Khurshid Ah-
mad, a resident of Bugro,
Khansahib, Budgam, was
stopped for verification. “Upon
checking his air ticket, it was
found to be fake. Airline staff im-
mediately alerted the authorities
after identifying the ticket as
fraudulent,” police said. The ac-
cused was handed over to Police
Post Humhama of Budgam Po-
lice and was subsequently ar-
rested. Preliminary investigation
revealed that the accused had
been duped by a travel agent
who allegedly forged the ticket.

Dense fog affects visibilty,
138 flights cancelled at
Delhi airport
New Delhi: As dense fog covered
the national capital and several
northern cities on Saturday
morning, the reduced visibility
resulted in cancellations of at
least 138 flights at Delhi’s Indira
Gandhi International Airport.
The Centre government has is-
sued clear instructions to air
carriers to inform passengers
concerned about the actual sta-
tus of the flights. The govern-
ment has also asked the airlines
to ensure the comfort of the pas-
sengers in case of flight delays.
Around 69 arrivals and 69 depar-
tures were cancelled for the day,
according to information avail-
able so far.
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