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By Special Correspondent
Indore: Madhya Pradesh
Mahila Congress presi-
dent Reena Baurasi Setia
on Wednesday visited
Bhagirathpura, where the
supply of contaminated
water has led to a major
health crisis, leaving over
200 residents ill and
claiming eight lives. She
went door to door to meet
bereaved families, ex-
pressed condolences, and
interacted with the in-
jured, describing the situ-
ation as “extremely grim”.

Setia demanded com-
pensation of Rs 20 lakh
for the family of each de-
ceased victim, holding
the local administration
and elected representa-
tives responsible for the
tragedy. 

Residents informed
her that repeated com-
plaints about foul and
poisonous water had
been made to local coun-
cillor Kamal Waghela, but
no corrective action was
taken. They further al-
leged that they were later

intimidated for raising
their voices.

Following these ac-
counts, Setia, along with
women Congress work-
ers, visited the council-
lor’s residence and sym-
bolically presented ban-
gles in protest after be-
ing told he was unavail-
able.

Addressing the media,
Setia accused the state
government of making
hollow claims about free
medical treatment. “The
reality is that patients are
being asked to pay be-
fore receiving treat-
ment,” she said, adding
that residents had shown
her multiple hospital
payment receipts.

She also raised seri-
ous concerns over delays
in post-mortems, citing
a case where a victim’s
body was not examined
even after 24 hours. Setia
demanded strict action
against Additional Com-
missioner Rohit Sisodia
and Narmada Project

engineer Sanjeev Shrivas-
tava, alleging an attempt
to shield senior officials
by targeting junior staff.

Mahila Congress demands compensation for victims

Bhopal: As the year 2025 draws to a close, Congress
spokespersons in Madhya Pradesh have signaled a
powerful shift in strategy for 2026. Under the leader-
ship of PCC Chief Jitu Patwari, the party is preparing
to challenge the current government with a renewed
focus on “Nyay” (Justice) and grassroots struggle.

Defending democracy and diversity
Shaharyar Khan, State

Spokesperson and Media In-
charge (Anuppur), reaffirmed the
party’s 140-year legacy of protect-
ing individual freedoms. “Secular-
ism, based on equal respect for all
faiths, is the bedrock of our
democracy,” said Khan, who has
been with the INC for 32 years. He
emphasized that Congress will re-
main the primary shield for citi-

zens’ personal choices in food, clothing, and lan-
guage.

Translating ‘Mohabbat ki Dukaan’
to the ground

Dr. Vikram Chaudhary highlighted the party’s mis-

sion to localize Rahul Gandhi’s vi-
sion of social harmony. His 2026
priority list includes strengthen-
ing MGNREGA as a non-nego-
tiable right, protecting the Con-
stitution through mass public
outreach, and defeating the poli-
tics of hate through dialogue and
brotherhood.

Accountability from
streets to assembly

State Spokesperson Praveen
Dholpure declared that 2026
would be a year of “politics with a
purpose.” He vowed that Con-
gress will act as a factual voice
against government failures, rais-
ing people’s issues from the
streets to the Vidhan Sabha to
counter false propaganda with
truth.

MP Congress spokespersons gear up for 2026

Bhopal: As millions of devotees
prepare for the sacred Magh Mela
2026, the Railway Administration
has announced a significant boost
to pilgrim travel. To ensure a seam-
less journey to the holy Sangam, 12
major trains operating through the
Bhopal Division will now observe a

special two-minute halt at Praya-
graj Rambag and Jhusi stations.
Strategic halts for the holy dip:
These additional stops are sched-
uled throughout January and Feb-
ruary 2026, coinciding with the
most auspicious bathing dates, in-
cluding Paush Purnima (Jan 3) and

Mauni Amavasya (Jan 18). Key
long-distance services—such as
the Jayanagar–LTT Express
(11062/61), which will provide 25
trips with this halt, and the Dana-
pur–Udhna Express (20934/33)—
have been included to manage the
seasonal rush.
Connecting devotees across re-
gions: The initiative caters to pil-
grims arriving from diverse routes,
including Pune, Ahmedabad, and
Darbhanga. Trains like the
Pune–Gorakhpur Express and Ba-
naras–Udhna Express will also
provide these crucial stops, mak-
ing the pilgrimage to the “King of
Tirthas” more accessible for those
staying for the month-long Kalp-
vas.
Plan your spiritual journey: Rail
authorities urge all travelers to ver-
ify train numbers and specific halt
dates via the National Train En-
quiry System (NTES) or the official
railway website before departure.
These measures are part of a
broader effort to provide a safe and
comfortable experience for the 12
crore devotees expected this year.

Magh Mela 2026: Special Train halts
announced for pilgrims at Prayagraj

Bhopal: Deputy Chief Minister Ra-
jendra Shukla extended warm New
Year greetings to the citizens of
Madhya Pradesh, highlighting a
transformative era for the state’s
healthcare landscape. Under the
leadership of CM Dr. Mohan Yadav,
MP is aligning with the national vi-
sion of a “Viksit Bharat,” achieving
new milestones in medical educa-
tion and public welfare.

Infrastructure and 
medical education surge

The state has witnessed a mas-
sive expansion of “State-of-the-
Art” facilities, including MRI, CT
scans, Cath Labs, and Bone Mar-
row Transplant units. 

“We are rapidly increasing
MBBS and Super-Specialty seats in
both government and private sec-
tors,” Shukla noted, mentioning

the upcoming Medicity in Ujjain as
a cornerstone of this modern
healthcare revolution.

Focus on maternal health
and preventive care

Emphasizing maternal safety,
the Deputy CM urged pregnant
women to utilize mandatory ANC
check-ups on the 9th and 25th of
every month. He also advocated
for a lifestyle rooted in yoga and
natural farming. Addressing a ris-
ing global concern, he cautioned
citizens against the misuse of an-
tibiotics, citing ICMR reports on
decreased efficacy, and urged their
use only under strict medical su-
pervision.

A salute to health warriors
Madhya Pradesh continues to

lead in national missions like
Ayushman Bharat and Sickle Cell
Elimination. Acknowledging this
success, Shri Shukla lauded the
tireless dedication of doctors,
nurses, and ASHAs, calling upon
them to continue serving with em-
pathy and excellence.

MP health sector marks
unprecedented growth
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Deputy CM extends New Year wishes▼

ASHA worker’s timely
action saves newborn 
Bhopal: A baby girl born on December 17 in Akiya
village of Bairasia is steadily recovering after timely
medical intervention ensured by an alert ASHA
worker. Born with a weight of 2.5 kilograms, the in-
fant’s weight dropped alarmingly to 1.7 kilograms
within ten days. Despite this, the family initially re-
lied on traditional healing practices. Under the
Home-Based Newborn Care program, village ASHA
worker Suman Lowanshi regularly visited the moth-
er and child. During her visits, she monitored the
baby’s weight and provided breastfeeding counsel-
ing. When she noticed continuous weight loss, she
immediately informed her supervisor and persis-
tently advised hospital treatment.

New vision, same commitment▼

Shaharyar Khan

Vikram Chaudhary

Praveen Dholpure

Indore contaminated water tragedy ▼

Bhopal: A brutal cold wave has tightened
its grip on Madhya Pradesh, with the mer-
cury plummeting to record lows across the
state. In a bone-chilling start to the season’s
peak winter, Kalyanpur in Shahdol district
recorded a minimum temperature of 1.7°C,
the lowest in the state so far. The intense
cold has disrupted daily life, leaving east-
ern regions particularly vulnerable as the
year 2025 draws to a close.
Meteorological onslaught: Jet streams and
snowfall: According to the Meteorological
Department, this “cold torture” is the result
of a powerful combination of factors: heavy
snowfall in the Himalayan states, an active

Western Disturbance, and a high-speed
Subtropical Western Jet Stream blowing at
approximately 278 km/h. These icy winds
from the north have caused temperatures
to crash below 10°C in over 30 cities, with
Jabalpur, Rewa, and Sagar divisions bearing
the brunt of the chill.
New Year under a “Blanket of Fog”: Rev-
elers planning New Year celebrations face
a dual challenge of biting cold and visibil-
ity-crippling fog. The IMD has issued an
Orange Alert for dense fog in districts in-
cluding Gwalior, Rewa, Satna, and
Chhatarpur. While some divisions saw a
slight marginal rise in daytime tempera-
tures due to dry weather, the nights re-
main treacherous, with frost reported
along the banks of the Narmada.

Record chill at 1.7°C as New Year
approaches under foggy grip
Madhya Pradesh shiver
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