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Bhopal: Excellence and
dedication took center
stage at Raja Bhoj Airport
during a prestigious Pip-
ping ceremony for the
Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF). Comman-
dant Atul Bhanotra deco-

rated the newly promoted
Senior Constables with
their honorary chevrons,
marking a significant ca-
reer milestone. 

Addressing the person-
nel, the Commandant
lauded their unwavering

commitment and urged
them to uphold the high-
est standards of discipline
and duty in aviation secu-
rity. The event, attended by
senior officers and peers,
celebrated the merit and
professional growth of the
elite force.

CISF Honors officers at Raja Bhoj Airport pipping ceremony

Bhopal: A landmark era in Indian Rail-
ways concluded today as Shobhana
Bandopadhyaya, the first woman Gen-
eral Manager of West Central Railway
(WCR), retired after an illustrious 38-
year career. At a dignified farewell cere-
mony in Bhopal, senior officials includ-
ing AGM Pramod Kumar Khatri honored
the 1987-batch IRSEE officer for her
transformative leadership. Since taking
charge in November 2023, Bandopad-

hyaya steered WCR toward unprece-
dented milestones in modernization
and safety.

Her tenure was defined by a techno-
logical revolution, particularly in the
digitization of signaling and telecom-
munications. Under her command,
WCR garnered prestigious accolades
from the President, Prime Minister, and
Railway Minister for operational excel-
lence. Beyond technical prowess, col-
leagues praised her as a visionary men-
tor who shattered glass ceilings across
Central, Northern, and South Eastern
Railways. 

As she transitions to a new chapter,
the railway fraternity celebrated her
legacy as an enduring inspiration for
gender parity and administrative bril-
liance in one of the world's largest trans-
port networks. Her retirement marks the
departure of a pioneer who redefined
the "Signal Engineering" landscape and
set a gold standard for future railway ad-
ministrators.

WC Railway bids farewell to first female GM

Bhopal: With the festive season
approaching, the Food Safety
Department has launched a
high-decibel offensive against
the “adulteration mafia” across
Madhya Pradesh. In a major
breakthrough, authorities inter-
cepted a massive consignment
of 27 quintals of suspected syn-
thetic mawa on the outskirts of
Bhopal. Preliminary investiga-
tions suggest the stock was
laced with cheap vegetable oil
to mimic authentic milk solids.
Simultaneous raids in Indore,
Gwalior, and Jabalpur have sent shockwaves through
unscrupulous traders, as the state adopts an “alert
mode” to ensure Holi celebrations remain untainted
by hazardous food.

In the capital, three dedicated task forces are con-

ducting daily inspections
across 50 outlets, including a
high-profile raid at Kabul Mis-
than Bhandar in Kolar, where

multiple samples of sweets and
dairy products were seized for
forensic analysis. To choke the
supply of counterfeit goods, of-
ficials have activated a clandes-
tine intelligence network and
established rigorous border
checkpoints. Hundreds of sam-
ples are being dispatched daily
to state laboratories to preempt
the sale of toxic paneer and sub-

standard sweets. By leveraging a combination of sud-
den field raids and a robust informant system, the de-
partment is determined to purge the market of adul-
terated ingredients, prioritizing public health over il-
licit profit margins this festive season.

Food Department seizes 27 quintals of adulterated Mawa
Bhopal: In a stinging rebuke over the
city’s deteriorating water quality, the Pol-
lution Control Board has issued a high-
priority notice to the Bhopal Municipal
Corporation (BMC), demanding a com-
prehensive response within five days.
The action follows an intervention by the
National Green Tribunal
(NGT), which took suo motu
cognizance of reports reveal-
ing that damaged sewage lines
were contaminating drinking
water pipes. Investigations
have unmasked a public

health crisis, confirming the presence of
hazardous Coliform bacteria in the city’s
primary water supply—a direct result of
administrative negligence in maintain-
ing overlapping utility networks.

The notice, served to City Engineer
Udit Garg, compels the BMC to detail its

corrective measures before the critical
NGT hearing scheduled for March 9,
2026. This legal escalation traces back to
January, when repeated complaints of
foul, contaminated water were ignored
despite evidence of structural breaches
in the transit infrastructure. 

NGT cracks down on toxic water supply

9 illegal dairies razed
Bhopal: Acting on a high-stakes man-
date from the National Green Tribunal
(NGT), the TT Nagar administration
launched a massive anti-encroach-
ment drive on Saturday to safeguard
the Kaliyasot Dam’s fragile catchment
area. Led by Tahsildar Kunal Raut, a
joint task force of revenue officials,
municipal staff, and police deployed
heavy machinery to demolish nine il-
legal dairy sheds that had been oper-
ating as buffalo pens in the protected
zone. While the operation initially
faced resistance from dairy owners—
who questioned the selective order of
demolition—the tension subsided
once authorities issued a final ultima-
tum to the remaining ten structures.
These operators have been granted a
grace period until Holi to voluntarily
vacate, failing which a total clearance
will be executed.

The displaced owners, residents of
nearby Chhavni village, expressed
their plight, claiming they had been
previously relocated from Nathu
Barkheda and had nowhere else to

sustain their livestock. Despite their
pleas for permanent rehabilitation,
the administration remained firm, cit-
ing the environmental necessity of the
NGT’s order initiated by activist Sub-
hash Pandey’s petition. This crack-
down underscores a renewed judicial
and administrative commitment to
purging critical water bodies of illegal
settlements. By dismantling these
unauthorized commercial hubs, the
district authorities aim to restore the

ecological balance of one of Bhopal’s
vital water resources, signaling a zero-
tolerance policy toward catchment
encroachment.

“We are strictly adhering to the or-
ders of the NGT. This mandate was
issued a significant time ago,

specifically directing the removal of all
encroachments within the catchment
area.”

Kunal Raut, Tehsildar,
TT Nagar Tehsil

Demolition drive reclaims Kaliyasot catchment

‘

By Special Correspondent
Bhopal: Madhya Pradesh Con-
gress Committee president Jeetu
Patwari has questioned over the
State Budget 2026–27, dismiss-
ing its projection as a “farmer
welfare” document. He said
mere claims of dedication to the
farming community could not
conceal the distress prevailing in
the fields.

Patwari argued that while the
government speaks of agricul-
tural empowerment, farmers
continue to struggle with declin-
ing real incomes, rising input
costs, crop risks and mounting
debt. The prices of diesel, fer-
tilisers, seeds, pesticides and
electricity have steadily in-
creased, he noted, while timely
procurement at the Minimum
Support Price remains uncer-

tain. Delays in payment, lack of
storage and inadequate market
returns, he said, are pushing cul-
tivators towards moneylenders

and bank loans.
Citing data from the National

Crime Records Bureau, he
sought transparency on report-
ed suicides of farmers and agri-
cultural labourers between De-
cember 2023 and January 2026,
and demanded details of reha-
bilitation, debt relief and mental
health support measures.

He also referred to protests in
the Ujjain and Indore regions
over land acquisition for infra-
structure projects, alleging inad-
equate compensation and reha-
bilitation.

Patwari called for a legal guar-
antee of MSP, expansion of irri-
gation, zero-interest farm loans
and effective disaster relief, as-
serting that farmers are the
backbone of the State’s econo-
my, not merely a vote bank.

Patwari questions ‘farmer
welfare’ claim in MP Budget

MLA Arif Masood fires back 
Bhopal: The release of the
latest CAG report has ignited
a fierce political firestorm in
Madhya Pradesh over the
ownership and manage-
ment of Waqf properties. Se-
nior Congress MLA Arif Ma-
sood has launched a
scathing attack on the state
government, alleging that
vast tracts of land currently
classified as “government
property” are actually do-
nated Waqf assets illegally
occupied by the Revenue
Department.
Donations vs. state owner-
ship: Masood argued that
Waqf land is never “state-
owned” but is private prop-
erty donated specifically for
social service and aiding the
needy. He pointed to mas-
sive discrepancies in man-
agement records, demand-
ing the government clarify
the legal basis on which
these religious endowments
were registered as revenue
land. “The government must
come clean on the status of
these properties instead of
usurping assets meant for

the com-
m u n i t y , ”
M a s o o d
stated, call-
ing for a
transparent
audit of all

such holdings.
BJP hits back amid Assem-
bly deadlock: Cabinet Min-
ister Vishwas Sarang dis-
missed the allegations, la-
beling them a diversionary
tactic to mask internal fric-
tion within the Congress.
Sarang asserted that the op-
position was given ample
time for discussion in the
Assembly and that the ses-
sion followed all parliamen-
tary norms. 

Meanwhile, Deputy
Leader of Opposition He-
mant Katare countered that
the sudden adjournment of
the House was a strategic
move by the BJP to evade ac-
countability on sensitive is-
sues like the CAG findings
and cattle welfare. As both
sides dig in, the dispute over
Waqf records is rapidly
evolving into a major legal
and communal flashpoint.

Waqf land is for charity,
not government control

Crackdown before Holi▼

Historic chapter ends▼
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